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HO-shén APP (T. BH), 1750-1799, Feb.
22, was the son of Ch‘ang-pao HR of the Niu-
huru clan and the Manchu Plain Red Banner,
who was an obscure deputy lieutenant-general
holding an hereditary Ch‘ing-ch‘é¢ tuyii of the
third class. His mother was a daughter of
Ying-lien JLHE (T. 53¢, 1707-1783) who was a
Grand Secretary from 1776 to 1783. Ho-shén
attended the school for bannermen and passed
the examination for the hksiu-is‘ai degree. In
1769 he inherited his father’s Ch‘ing-ch‘é tu-yi
and in 1772 was made an Imperial Bodyguard

of the third class. Three years later he was '’

stationed as a guard at the Ch‘ien-ch‘ing Gate
(B;1 ) and within a month his spectacular
rise to power began.

Several stories have come down explaining the
hold which Ho-shén secured and held over Em-
peror Kao-tsung during the last two decades of
that monarch’s life, but none can be substan-
tiated, and it seems unlikely that the relationship
between the two can ever be adequately ex-
plained. We know that the emperor was sixty-
five years of age when he noticed Ho-shén for
the first time. We know, too, that Ho-shén was
handsome, affable, self-possessed and exceedingly
clever with his tongue, and that he held the
emperor’s complete confidence from the end of
1775 until the emperor’s death (1799).

Early in 1776 Ho-shén was made a guard of
the Imperial Ante-chamber and a deputy lieu-
tenant general of the Manchu Plain Blue Ban-
ner, the latter involving an elevation in official
rank from the fifth o the second grade. He was
also honored by being promoted from member-
ship in his original Banner to that in the much
more distinguished Plain Yellow Banner. Two
months later he was made a junior vice-president
of the Board of Revenue, in another two months
he was appointed a Grand Councilor, and a
month later he was made a Minister of the Im-
perial Household. Early in 1777, when twenty-
" eight (sut), he was honored by being allowed to
ride horseback in the Forbidden City, a privilege
ordinarily reserved for the highest ministers of
the Empire, and for them only when they had
become too old to walk the long distance between
the outer and inner gates of the Palace. Later in
the same year he was made concurrently general
commandant of the Peking Gendarmerie, and in
1778 was appointed superintendent of the Cus-

"was untouchable, and even such important and”
honorable ministers as A-kuei [g. ».] dared mot*=" =
bring charges against him for fear that his hold2 = -

toms and Octroi at the Ch‘ung-wén Gate, Peking,
a Tucrative post ordinarily granted for a period
of only one year, but which Ho-shén managed to
hold for eight years.

In 1780 Ho-shén was sent to Yunnan to in-
vestigate the charge of corruption lodged against

the governor-general, Li Shih-yao [¢. v.]. He o

substantiated the charge and caused Li’s removal,
In addition to earrying out his primary duties;”
he made a careful investigation of economic
matters and border relations and sent in a series

of statesman-like memorials in which various 2
problems were discussed and recommendations :* -

made. During his absence he was appointed a

president of the Board of Revenue and shortly
after his return was made lieutenant general of o

the Manchu Bordered Blue Banner. His son
was given the name Féng-shén-yin-t& B
(T. XA} H. $#[#, 1771-1810), by the emperor -

and was betrothed (1780) to the emperor's :

youngest and favorite daughter, the Tenth Prin- -

cess, Hohsiao (RIFAE, 1775-1823). The

marriage took place early in 1790. Likewise in
1780 Ho-shén was made one of the directors-
general for the compilation of the Imperial -
Library, Ssti-k‘u ch‘ian-shu (see under Chi Yiin). -
He also served as a director-general of many
literary projects of his time. In 1781 he was-~
sent to Kansu to help put down a local Mo-"-
hammedan rebellion (see under A-kuei), but so .
incompetent did he prove to be in military a.ﬁ'alrs _
that he was promptly recalled to the capital. -
Established as he was in the complete con- -
fidence of the emperor, Ho-shén’s power was very:
great, making it possible for him to cause the
advancement or ruin of officials almost at will= =
Taking advantage of }ns position, he soon placed'
his own henchmen in many of the key positions.
in the Empire. Through these officials, and also: -
through other officials who dared not refuse his.
demands, he exacted untold wealth from- the: -
people who were helpless in the face of the wide:-
spread corruption which flourished under hi§- -
aegis. Almost from the beginning his p0s1t10nr

over the emperor was great enough to enable him-~
to crush them if they opposed him too Openly =
In 1782, hoWwever, a daring censor, Ch‘ien Féog= &
[g. v.], brought charges of corruption 8331“55_?
Kuo-t‘ai and Yii I-chien (see under Ch‘ienl Féng); e
Governor and Financial Commissioner respec:

tively of Shantung, both of whom were Ho-shén’s==2

protégés. Ho-shén did everything in his power # e
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"to protect-his henchmen, but Liu Yung [g. v.)
" and Chfien Féng, who with Ho-shén were sent to
- investigate the charges, so conclusively proved
. their guilt that Kuo-t‘ai and Yii were promptly
.~ ordered to commit suicide while in prison. Al-
" ‘though Ho-shén was known by the emperor to
" have been implicated and was known to have
. made great efforts to protect the criminals, he

was not, so far as we know, even reprimanded.
In fact, within a very few months he was further

honored by being given the title of Grand Guard-
" ian of the Heir Apparent.

In 1784, after the successful conclusion of g

—Vj " campaign against Mohammedan rebels in Kansu
. (see under Fu-k‘ang-an) Ho-shén, as a high

Peking official who was indirectly connected
with the campaign, was rewarded by being made
a ‘president of the Board of Civil Office, an as-
sistant Grand Secretary, and a First Class Baron..

3 __He, remained in control of the important and

lucrative Board of Revenue and the Board of
Civil Office as long as Emperor Kao-tsung lived.
In 1786 he was appointed a Grand Secretary and
in 1788, at the close of the Taiwan rebellion (see
under Fu-k‘ang-an), he was elevated to a third
class earldom with the designation Chung-hsiang
(B ¥Ef). In 1798, just a few months before

his fall, he attained a long-coveted dukedom..

Besides the various positions already mentioned,
he held many other offices concurrently—as many
as twenty at one time being recorded.

Even under ordinary circumstances Ho-shén’s
power would have been cumulative because of
his high position, but the normal tendency was
greatly accelerated as a consequence of the in-
creasing senility of the emperor. While it is
true that the prestige of such honest men as
A-kuei and Liu Yung was so great that Ho-shén
was unable to cause their removal from office,
still they were not influential encugh to curb his
activities. He placed all of his own followers in
office, and corrupted the vast majority of others
in the official hierarchy by threatening to have
them cashiered unless they complied with his
demands. In this connection it is significant
that his senior, A-kuei, was frequently away from
Peking on various missions, thus leaving Ho-
shén free to draw up imperial decrees and other
documents. The administration went from bad
to worse during the last few years of the Ch‘ien-
lung period, but the state of affairs was even more
scandalous in the first years of the Chia~ch'ing
period during which Emperor Jén-tsung was
allowed to have no part in the conduct of affairs
of state, control and actual administration of the

Ho-
government remaining entirely in the hands of
Emperor Kao-tsung, or rather in the hands of the
man who dominated him—Ho-shén.

During the last few years of the life of Emperor
Kao-tsung, a sordid military campaign was car-
ried on in Central and Western China against
the impoverished people who, crushed by the
exactions of their local officials (who in turn were
being squeezed to meet the demands of the in-
satiable Ho-shén) were finally driven in despera-
tion to revolt. Taking advantage of this oppor-
tunity to benefit themselves, Ho-shén and several
of his friends, among them Fu-k‘ang-an, Ho-lin,
and Sun Shih-i [gq. .}, prolonged the campaign
over & number of years, spending vast sums of
money on themselves while reporting that the
funds had gone to meet military expenses, and
from time to time ruthlessly slaughtering thou-
sands of harmless country people in order to
report great victories. High honors were lav-
ishly bestowed upon the ‘‘victorious” com-
manders and the high metropolitan officials who
“managed”’ the campaign from the capital, but
the struggle dragged on, and it was not until after
the death of Emperor Xao-tsung and the cashier-
ing of the corrupt officials in the government and
the army who had been responsible for the
scandalous conduct of the campaign, that it was
finally brought to a successful conclusion (see
under B-1é-téng-pao).

On February 7, 1799 Emperor Kso-tsung died,
and the young emperor who had not been allowed
to exercise his imperial power during the life-
time of his father immediately took steps to
rectify the disgraceful situation which had de-
veloped during the two preceding decades.
The three corrupt generals mentioned above had
already died during the campaign; Ho-shén, how-
ever, was promptly arrested and although out of
respect to the memory of his master he was per-
mitted to take his own life, his huge accumula-
tion of silver, gold, precious stones, and other
forms of wealth, was confiscated. He left a
volume of poems, entitled ¥EHEZEEFIE Chia-
lo t'ang shih~chi in which the last poem was
written while in prison. His son, Feng-shén-
yin-té, because of his marriage to the emperor’s
half-sister, was not executed, but all his own
and his father’s ranks and honors were taken
from him except the Ch‘ing-ch‘é tu-yii which had
been inherited from his grandfather. In later
years he was, however, given high offices and
ranks, and died with the rank of a duke. He did
not bave a son and the hereditary rank of Ch‘ing-
¢h¢ tu~yi passed to his uncle’s branch of the
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family (see under Ho-lin). He likewise left a
collection of verse entitled XERE HE558% Yen-hsi
t‘ang shih-ch'ao, printed in 1811.

The Ch‘ing dynasty, which reached its peak
during the Ch'ien-lung period, slowly but steadily
declined thereafter—the disintegration unques-
tionably beginning during the period when Ho-
shén was in power. Though it is probably more
true to say that Ho-shén’s activities were made
possible by the weakening of the power of the
dynasty than that the activities of Ho-shén
undermined the Manchu rule, still there can be
no doubt that the corruption and nepotism which
marked the period of his ascendency had a perma-
nently debilitating effect upon the government.
As to Ho-shén himself, there is no question of his
intelligence and ability; but he was so obsessed
by greed for wealth and power that all of his
talents were subordinated to their acquisition.

From beginning to end the reception of Earl
Macartney’s Embassy to China in 1793 was in
the hands of Ho-shén. When the latter was
taken ill at Jehol with rheumatism, the Em-
bassy’s physician, Dr. Gillan, ministered to him.

[1/325/2b; 2/35/1a; 33/34/1a, 50/4b; Hung,

. William, Ho Shen and Shu-ch‘un-yuan, Peiping,

January, 1934 (with portrait); Hung, William,
P EiER BB 28 Ho-shén chi  Shu-
ch‘un-yian shih-liao cha-chi, in iﬁ}'ﬁjc&ﬁﬂ
Yenching ta-hsiieh hsiao-k‘an, VI, No. 22 (Feb. 23,
1934); %E%fﬂﬂ’i Chia-ch‘ing chu Ho-shén

an, in BT Shik-liao hsiin-k‘an, Nos. 6, 7, .

8, and 14; Chao-lien [q. v.], Hsiao-t‘tng tsa-lu and
Hsu-lu, passim; i\ﬁ&ﬁﬁ% Pa-ch'i shih-tsu
t‘ung-p‘u 5/14b; iﬁg"g‘lﬂ% Ch‘ing Huang-shih
ssi-p‘u 4/18a; Staunton, George, Embassy to the
Emperor of China (1797), pp. 342, 352-58.]

KNI1GHT BIGGERSTAFF

HO-su. See under Hesu.

HO Teéngochiso {IMBHE (T. |if, B,
EBL), 1592-1649, Mar. 9, Ming loyalist, was a
native of Li-p‘ing, Kueichow. After taking his
chii-jén degree in 1621, he served in various posts.
In the winter of 1643 he was appointed governor
of Hupeh and Hunan where he made the ac-
quaintance of Tso Liang-yi [g. v.]. When the
Prince of Fu (see under Chu Yu-sung) was pro-
claimed Emperor at Nanking, Ho was made
(November 8, 1644) junior vice-president of the
Board of War and later (January 4, 1645) gov-
ernor-general of six provinces—Hunan, Hupeh,

Szechwan, Yunnan, Kweichow, and Kwangsj, -~
Early in 1645 he was forced to join Tso Liang-yii -
in his advance on the Ming court at Nanking, -
But when Tso’s fleet was passing the Han-yang -
Gate at Wuchang, Hupeh, Ho escaped and fled -:
to Changsha where he soon learned that the
Manchus had taken Nanking (June 8, 1645) and
had captured the Prince of Fu (June 18, 1645).

Two months later the Prince of T‘ang (see under

Chu Yii-chien) was proclaimed Emperor in

Fukien and Ho was appointed concurrently -

president of the Board of War and Grand Secre-
tary of the Tung-ko (BEM) with the hereditary.
rank of “Earl of Ting-hsing” (% #&1{H).
Meanwhile the remnant forces of Li Tzti-ch‘dng
[g. v.] declared their allegiance to Ho who was
able to establish the so-called “Thirteen Military
Centers” (-=¢) in Hunan. Ho requested
the Prince of T‘ang to move his court to Kan-
chou, Kiangsi, but the prince was captured
{(October 6, 1646) by the Ch‘ing forces at T‘ing-
chou, Fukien, near the Kiangsi border. On
November 24 the Prince of Kuei (see under
Chu Yu-lang) was proclaimed Emperor to con-
tinue the Ming cause at Chao-ch‘ing, Kwang-
tung, and Ho was made concurrently president of
the Board of War and Grand Secretary of the
Wu-ying-tien RFLBE¥. When the Manchus
pressed down on Hunan, the so-called “Thirteen
Military Centers” were shattered, and Ho fled
southward to Wu-kang, Hunan, (July 1647)
where he had an audience with Chu Yu-lang
[g. v.]. On September 22 Wu-kang fell to the
Manchus and Ho was enjoined to help Ch‘i
Shih-ssti {g. v.] defend Kuei-lin, Kwangsi, while
Chu Yu-lang sought safety in Ching-chou,”
Hunan, and later in Liu-chou, Kwangsi. After
defeating the Manchu troops at Ch‘iian-chou,
Kwangsi (November 28), Ho was raised in rank
to “Marquis of Ting-hsing.”

The rebellion of Chin Shéng-huan [g. v.] against
the Manchus in Kiangsi (June 1648) shifted the
center of the Manchu attack and made it possible
for Ho to recover a number of cities in Hunan
during that winter. Early in the following year
(1649) the Manchus initiated a campaign against
the Ming forces in Hunan. On March 3 Hsiang-
t‘an, Hunan, fell and Ho was ¢aptured. Failing
to win him over to the Manchu cause, the enemy -
put him to death. The Ming court gave him
the title, “Prince of Chung-hsiang” (FP¥#8TE)
and the posthumous name, Wén-lieh 3C%]. In
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