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AN IMPERIAL OIL PORTRAIT OF MINGLIYANG
ATTRIBUTED TO IGNAZ SICHELBARTH (AI QIMENG,
1708-1780), ET AL.
QING DYNASTY, QIANLONG PERIOD, CIRCA 1771-1776

Estimate: 3,500,000 - 4,500,000 HKD 

oil on Korean paper
the bust portrait depicting a commanding officer of the Qing empire in frontal view,
dressed in a full set of armour, wearing an iron battle helmet with Sanskrit script
picked-out in gilt on the brim of the helmet, the full protective flaps extending
down from the base of the helmet framing his weathered face enhanced by a
trimmed mustache and a faint goatee, his grey suit of armour studded with brass
bosses with epaulettes on both shoulders, all against a bluish-grey background,
the upper right corner inscribed vertically in Chinese with the characters Dingbian
youfu jiangjun Chengdu jiangjun yideng xiangyong bo Mingliang ('Assistant
Commander to the Right fo the Border Protection Forces, Commander of Chengdu,
Marquis of the first rank, with the designation Hero of Merit, Mingliyang'), and
repeated in Manchu on the upper left corner, the upper left corner of the reverse
attached with a yellow label inscribed Pingding liang Jinchuan gongchen xiang di
san ('The third painting from the series of meritorious officials who contributed in
conquering the two Jinchuan [the major and minor]')
72.5 by 56 cm., 28 1/2 by 22 in.
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AN IMPERIAL OIL PORTRAIT OF MlNGLlYANG 
ATTRIBUTED TO IGNAZ SICHELBARTH (AI QIMENG. 1708-1780). ET AL. 

QlNG DYNASTY. QIANLONG PERIOD, CIRCA 1771-1776 

oil on Korean paper 

the bust portrait depicting a commanding officer of the Qing empire in frontal view, dressed 

in a full set of armour, wearing an iron battle helmet with Sanskrit script picked-out in gilt on 

the brim of the helmet, the full protective flaps extending down From the base of the helmet 

framing his weathered face enhanced by a trimmed mustache and a faint goatee, his grey suit 

of armour studded with brass bosses with epaulettes on both shoulders, all against a bluish-grey 

background, the upper right corner inscribed vertically in Chinese with the characters Dingbian 

youfu jiangjun Chengdu jiangjun yideng xiangyong bo Mingliang (Assistant Commander to the 

Right fo the Border Protection Forces. Commander of Chengdu, Marquis of the first rank, 

with the designation Hero of Merit, Mingliyang'), and repeated in Manchu on the upper left 

corner, the upper left corner of the reverse attached with a yellow label inscribed Pingding liang 

Jinchuan gongchen xiang disan (The third painting from the series of meritorious officials who 

contributed in conquering the two Jinchuan [the major and minor]') 
72.5 by 56 cm., 28% by 22 in. 

PROVENANCE 

Dr. Wuensch, Germany, early 20th century. 

A rare book dealer in Heidelberg, Germany. 

E.J. Brill. Leiden. Netherlands, 1985. 
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The Manchu transliteration: 
Jecen be toktobure ici ergi aisilara jiyangiy6n Cengdu-i jiyanggiyh uju 

jergi faifangga baturu be Mingliyan 

The English translation: 
Assistant Commander to the Right fo the Border Protection Forces, 
Commander of Chengdu, Marquis of the first rank with the designation 

Hero of Merit. Mingliyang 

Mingliyang (1735-1822). courtesy name (zi) Yinzhai, was a member of 

a famous family of the Manhu Fuca clan. His uncle was the important 

statesman Fuheng, and one of his aunts was the first wife of the Qianlong 
Emperor. His father, Guangcheng, was less prominent but attained the 
position of lieutenant-general of a banner. Mingliyanq passed the state 

examination as a licentiate and in 1753 married a yeat-granddaughter of 
the Kangxi Emperor. He intended to take further examinations but the 

emperor sent him to Ili as commander of the troops there; in 1766 he was 

appointed assistant military governor at Jilin and in 1768 transferred to 
Ningguta. He participated in the war against Burma and then from i m  to 
i n 6  fought against the Jinchuan rebels in Sichuan; for his services during 

this campaign he was awarded the title Count of Xiangyong (Zeal and 
Bravery) of the first class and his portrait was painted for the Hall of Purple 

Splendour. The emperor commended him in a poem which was later 

added to the full-size portrait: 

All by himself he commanded the troops of one way [the Southern 
army]; 
Several times he fought and killed the rebels. 
As child of a relatedfto the emperor] noble family he was awarded 
hereditary favours. 
He showed his sincerity and accumulated merit; this was seen with joy 
andappreciation. 
He was then appointed general of Chengdu and also put in charge of 
Jinchuan. 

His checkered career after Jinhuan shows the ups and downs that even 
a relative of the imperial family had to endure. It was probably due to his 

skill and reputation as a superior strategist that he was recalled each time 
after his dismissal. And everytime, he climbed the ladder again quickly. 

apparently convincing not only his direct superiors but also the Emperor 
of his potential and achievements. At least some of his 'sins' look rather 

trivial from today's point of view, also in comparison with what some of his 

contemporaries got away with. 

A brief survey of Mingliyang's life after his award for the Jinchuan 

achievements include 
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- 1776 Mingliyang is appointed Manchu General of Chengdu, a new 

position created to control the affairs of the Jinchuan Tanguts and 

including responsibility for the Manhu and Chinese troops and the 

officials. 
- l778 Mingliyang is  appointed Provincial Commander-in-Chief. 

- 1781 Mingliyang is appointed military Lieutenant-Govemor in Ururnchi, 

after helping to suppress the Gansu Muslim rebellion. 

- 1783 Arrested and sentenced to execution on the charge of not having 
prevented a prisoner from committing suicide. 

- 1784 Set free, he receives the rank of a Junior Imperial Bodyguard and is 

sent to help quell a further Muslim rebellion in Gansu. 

- 1785 Commended for bravery, he becomes Captain-General of the 
Guard Division. 

- 1785-92 Assistant Military-Governor at Ili, at U5 and at Kafgar. 
successively. 

- 1791-92 Appointed Military-Govemor of Heilongjiang. 
- 1795 Again cashiered on the charge of cornpe!ling his subordinates to 

sell to him goods at reduced prices. He has to serve as a commoner in 
Urumchi. 

- 1796 He helps cornbatting the Bailianjiao (White Lotus) rebels in Hub; 
he is appointed Senior Imperial Bodyguard again. 

- 1797 After the pacification of h Miao, he is awarded the title of Count 

Xiangyong of the second class. 
- 1798 For errors committed in directing the campaign in 1798 he 

is arrested and stripped of his title. As he is urgently needed, he is 

allowed to redeem himself by fighting under General Derentei. For his 
achievements he is promoted to Deputy Lieutenant-General. 

- 1800 Mingliyang is again stripped of his ranks and sentenced to death 
but is pardoned by the emperor. Later in 1800 he is again degraded, and 
he is punished again in 1810. 

Nevertheless, finally he attains the position of Grand Secretary and is raised 
to the rank of a Marquis Xiangyong of the third dass. He served the empire 
for seventy years. 

He seems to have been an excellent soldier which left him little time for 
other pastimes or studies; he was a mediocre calligrapher and painter of 
bamboo. 

Mingljang is the only figure out of the 280 figures in which all three 

paintedversions are known. The full-size hanging portrait is in the Museum 

of East Asian Art in Cologne (fig. I) and the handscroll version was sold in 

our New York rooms 1st June 1992. lot 77 (fig. 2). 
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