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AN IMPERIAL OIL PORTRAIT OF ESENTEI ATTRIBUTED TO
IGNAZ SICHELBARTH (AI QIMENG, 1708-1780), ET AL.
QING DYNASTY, QIANLONG PERIOD, CIRCA 1771-1776
Estimate: 1,500,000 - 2,500,000 HKD
oil on Korean paper
the bust portrait depicting a commanding officer of the Qing empire in frontal view,
dressed in a plain brown robe trimmed with a blue collar and donning an official's hat
with a red button of the second rank and a one-eyed peacock feather, his rugged
features bearing a slightly uneven mustache and a short goatee, all against a
bluish-grey background, the upper right corner inscribed vertically in Chinese with
the characters Qianqingmen shiwei canzan dachen huojun tongling fudutong
yideng xianyong nan Esente, ('Imperial Bodyguard of the Qianqingmen [palace
gate], Imperial Councillor, Commander of the Banner Guard, Commander of the
Northwest Border Militia, Baron of the first rank, with the designation Cultured
Hero, Esentei'), and repeated in Manchu on the upper left corner, the upper left
corner of the reverse attached with a yellow label inscribed Pingding liang Jinchuan
gongchen xiang di jiu ('The ninth painting from the series of meritorious officials
who contributed in conquering the two Jinchuan [the major and minor]')
73.5 by 56.2 cm., 28 7/8 by 22 in.
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AN IMPERIAL OIL PORTRAIT OF ESENTEI
ATTRIBUTED TO IGNAZ SICHELBARTH (AI QIMENG, 1708-1780). ET AL.
QlNG DYNASTY. QIANLONG PERIOD. CIRCA 1771-1776
oil on Korean paper
the bust portrait depicting a commanding officer of the Qing empire in frontal view, dressed in
a plain brown robe trimmed with a blue collar and donning an official's hat with a red button of
the second rank and a one-eyed peacock feather, his rugged features bearing a slightly uneven
mustache and a short goatee, all against a bluish-grey background. the upper right corner
inscribed vertically in Chinese with the characters Qianqingmenshiwei canzan dachen huojun
tongling fudutong yideng xianyong nan Esente. Clmperial Bodyguard of the Qianqingmen
[palace gate]. Imperial Councillor, Commander of the Banner Guard, Commander of the
Northwest Border Militia, Baron of the first rank, with the designation Cultured Hero, Esentei'),
and repeated in Manchu on the upper left corner, the upper left corner of the reverse attached
with a yellow label inscribed Pingding hang Jinchuan gongchen xiang dijiu (The ninth painting
From the series of meritorious officials who contributed in conquering the two Jinchuan [the
major and minor]')
73.5 by 56.2 cm., 28% by 22 in.
PROVENANCE
Dr. Wuensch, Germany, early 20th century.
A rare book dealer in Heidelberg, Germany.
E.J. Brill, Leiden. Netherlands. 1985.
LITERATURE
E.J. Brill, Catalogue 544, Leiden, 1985, no. 4.
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The Manchu transliteration:
Kiyan cing men-i hiya hebei amban tui janggin. meiren-i janggin.

uju jergi

fuiun baturu ashan-i hafan Esentei

The English translation:
Imperial Bodyguard of the Qianqingmen Lpalacegate], Imperial Councillor,
Commander of the Banner Guard, Commander of the Northwest Border
Militia. Baron of the first rank, with the designation Cultured Hero. Esentei
Esentei (d. 1782) was a Manchu of the Plain White Banner, of the Taicuru
family. In military service he started out as a Private of the first class, of
the Vanguard Division, and went to

lli. In 1767 the Hasak (i.e. Kirgiz) o f

the Right Wing were fighting with Tasi Qan. General Fude who was in
charge of the border area then sent Esentei to promulgate an imperial
d w e e that they should keep peace. The Hasak ruefully went to audience
and Esentei accompanied them to Beijing; he was appointed Bodyguard
of the Blue Feather for this, hen Bodyguard of the 3rd rank, and in 1768 he
became Bodyguard of the 2nd rank In 1769 he followed Duke Fuheng to
participate in the Burma campaign. In 1771 he went with General Wenfu t o

the Minor Jinchuan to quell the uprising there. For his bravery in attacking
Bbngla he was awarded the title Damba baturu. In 1772 he was invoked in

the fighting at Seri and was made Lingdui dachen (Commandant of the
Northwestem border forces) for his achievements. In 1773 he was ordered,
together with Purpu, to attack Garla. H e also was one of the decisive
participants on the battle o f Le'uwei, and later on at Danggerla.
His biography gives all his many military actions in Jinchuan in great detail.

A particular problem for the imperial army were the fortified towers (diao)
of the locals, which were very difficult t o take. Inroads were finally made b y
means of artillery with which the Jesuit Felix da Rocha assisted. Esentei was
definitely one of the heroes of the second Jinchuan campaign in which he
participated from the beginning to the end in 1776. H e was awarded gifts
by the Emperor, and his biography also mentions his portrait to be painted
and reproduces the imperial eulogy:
Once when his Tiger-Hunting Brigade was surrounded he wanted to
die with his men,
and whenever ordered to advance and exterminate rebels, he was
delighted to roll up his sleeves and set to it.
Since he was greatly experienced,

Ihad him take part in strategic planning,
and when he was placed in full charge, he continued to have success
after success.
In 1781 Esentei was sent t o Gansu province to pacify rebels, and he was
made a Viscount of the 3rd degree. H e passed away in 1782 and his son
Hajintai inherited his ranks but died soon of an illness, without leaving a son.
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