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AN IMPERIAL COURT OIL PAINTING OF HA GUOXING
ATTRIBUTED TO IGNAZ SICHELBARTH, (AI QIMENG,
1708-1780), ET AL.
QING DYNASTY, QIANLONG PERIOD, CIRCA 1771-1776

Estimate: 2,500,000 - 3,500,000 HKD 

oil on Korean paper
the bust portrait depicting a commanding officer of the Qing empire in frontal view,
his war-weathered face naturalistically rendered with fine wrinkles, prominent
cheekbones, and a long pointed beard, donning a fur-lined hat marked by a red bead
and a peacock feather with a single-eyed plume, dressed in a deep purple coat with
a blue collar and cuffs, all against a bluish-grey background, the upper right corner
inscribed vertically in Chinese with the characters Yuan Canzan Dachen Xi'an Tidu
Ha Guoxing ('The late Councillor and Commanding General of Xi’an, Ha Guoxing'),
and repeated in Manchu on the upper left corner, the upper left corner of the
reverse attached with a yellow label inscribed Pingding liang Jinchuan gongchen
xiang di shiliu ('The sixteenth painting from the series of meritorious officials who
contributed in conquering the two Jinchuan [the major and minor]')
70 by 54 cm., 27 5/8 by 21 1/4 in.
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AN IMPERIAL COURT OIL PAINTING OF HA GUOXING 

ATTRIBUTED TO IGNAZ SICHELBARTH. (AI QIMENG. 1708-1780). ET AL. 
QlNG DYNASTY, QIANLONG PERIOD, CIRCA 1771-1776 

oil on Korean paper 
the bust portrait depicting a commanding oficer of the Qing empire in frontal view, his 
war-weathered face naturalistically rendered with fine wrinkles. prominent cheekbones, 
and a long pointed beard, donning a fur-lined hat marked by a red bead and a peacock 
feather with a single-eyed plume. dressed in a deep purple coat with a blue collar and cuffs, 
all against a bluish-grey background, the upper right corner inscribed vertically in Chinese 
with the characters Yuan Canzan Dachen Xibn Tidu Ha Guoxing (The late Councillor and 
Commanding General of Xi'an. Ha Guoxing'), and repeated in Manchu on the upper left 
corner, the upper left corner of the reverse attached with a yellow label inscribed Pingding liang 
Jinchuan gongchen xiang di shiliu (The sixteenth painting from the series of meritorious officials 
who contributed in conquering the two Jinchuan [the major and minor]') 
70 by 54 cm.. 27% by 21% in. 

PROVENANCE 

Dr. Wuensch, Germany, early 20th century. 

Acquired in Heidelberg, Germany, early 1980s. 
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The Manchu transliteration: 

Hebei amban. Si an-i fideme kadalara amban bihe H a  guwe hing 

The English translation: 

The late Councillor and Commanding General of Xi'an, Ha  Guoxing 

Ha Guoxing (d. ca. 1773) hailed from Hejian in Zhili Province and was 

from the Hui ethnic Muslim minority group. His father Panlong had been 

provincial military commander o f  Guizhou. In 1752 Guoxing took his 

military jinshi degree and became Imperial Bodyguard of  the 3rd rank In 

1755 he went to  Yunnan as a Major. In 1763 he became Lieutenant-Colonel 

of the Dongchuan garrison. In 1766 he joined the Burma campaign and 

was steadily promoted. He  was then deployed in Yunnan and joined the 

second Jinchuan campaign where he again proved his military skills. But 

this promising officer fell victim to an illness and passed away before the 
campaign came to a victorious conclusion. He  was awarded honorary 

titles and his biography notes that he was painted for the Ziguangge. The 

Emperor wrote his eulogy: 

The H u i  [nationality] living in the Empire are renowned for their 

gallant~y, and the large Ha  clans produced true mi l i ta~y officers. 

When previously pacifying the rebels of Zanla (the Minor Jinchuan), 

[Ha Guoxing] played a key part in seizing several strategic points. 

Unfortunately, 

Ha  died of illness before the mil i ta~y campaign concluded successfully. 

The hero did not live long enough to participate in the victory banquet 

but he may have passed away as eariy as 1773. The question is whether 

the portrait offers a true likeness of  the officer or is it the figment of  the 

painter's imagination? The latter seems rather unlikely, unless the emperor 

gave such an order which is not in keeping with his meticulous personality. 

W e  know from the Xinjiang campaigns, that brave officers were usually 

portrayed after their exploits without awaiting the conclusion of  the 

campaign. Thus Ha's portrait may have been painted quite some time 

before the victory banquet. Also, as Ha was a key figure in the Burma 

campaign and the peace negotiations. he may well have been portrayed 

at that time. As we know frorn the imperial poems on the occasion o f  

the New Year banquets for foreign tributary princes in 1769 and ino. 
the emperor originally planned on a series of bade paintings for that war. 

The rather inglorious conclusion caused him to change his mind. So it is 

most likely, that portraits, or at least sketches for portraits, for this purpose, 

already existed. 

There is a full-scale portrait o f  Ha Guoxing, formeriy in the collection of  

Baroness lrene von Oertzen and later sold at Christie's Hong Kong, 3rd 

December 2008, lot 2502. 
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