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AN IMPERIAL OIL PAINTING OF SULIN ATTRIBUTED TO
IGNAZ SICHELBARTH, (AI QIMENG, 1708-1780), ET AL.
QING DYNASTY, QIANLONG PERIOD, CIRCA 1771-1776
Estimate: 1,500,000 - 2,500,000 HKD
oil on Korean paper
the bust portrait depicting a commanding officer of the Qing empire in frontal view,
his dark pock-marked face naturalistically rendered along with a thin mustache and a
wispy goatee, dressed in a plain brown robe with a blue collar, donning an official's
hat with a red button and a one-eyed peacock feather, all against a bluish-grey
background, the upper right corner inscribed vertically in Chinese with the
characters Lingdui dachen Xi'an fudutong Shulin ('Commander of the Northwest
Border Militia, Lieutenant-General of Xi'an, Śulin'), and repeated in Manchu on the
upper left corner, the upper left corner of the reverse attached with a yellow label
inscribed Pingding liang Jinchuan gongchen xiang di sijiu ('The nineteenth painting
from the series of meritorious officials who contributed in conquering the two
Jinchuan [the major and minor]')
73.7 by 55.9 cm., 29 by 22 in.
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AN IMPERIAL OIL PAINTING OF SULIN
ATTRIBUTED TO IGNAZ SICHELBARTH. (AI QIMENG. 1708-1780). ET AL.
QlNG DYNASTY, QIANLONG PERIOD, CIRCA 1771-1776

oil on Korean paper
the bust portrait depicting a commanding officer of the Qing empire in
frontal view, his dark pock-marked face naturalistically rendered along
with a thin mustache and a wispy goatee, dressed in a plain brown robe
with a blue collar, donning an official's hat with a red button and a oneeyed peacock feather, all against a bluish-grey background, the upper
right corner inscribed vertically in Chinese with the characters Lingdui
dachen Xi'an fudutong Shulin CCommander of the Northwest Border
Militia, Lieutenant-Generalof Xi'an, julin'), and repeated in Manchu on
the upper left corner, the upper left corner of the reverse attached with a
yellow label inscribed Pingding liang Jinchuan gongchen xiang di siju (The
nineteenth painting from the series of meritorious officials who contributed
in conquering the two Jinchuan [the major and minor]')
73.7 by 55.9 cm., 29 by 22 in.
PROVENANCE
Dr. Wuensch, early 20th century
A rare book dealer in Heidelberg, Germany, 1980s.
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The Manchu tranliteration:
Meyen-; amban Si an-i meiren-ijanggin Sulin

The English translation:
Commander of the Northwest Border Militia, Lieutenant-Generalof Xi'an.

din
L l i n (d. 1801) courtesy name was Fuzhai, his family G'aogiya. He was a
Manchu from the Bordered Yellow Banner, son of Gao Jin, (1707-1779).
He started out as an employee in the Imperial Equipage Department rose
to deputy Lieutenant-General of the Manchu garrison in Xi'an in 1m and
followed the Imperial Councillor Fengienggeto Jinchuan in 1773. After the
victory he was portrayed for the Ziguangge. Then he became Govemor
of Guangxi.
In 1784 he became Governor of Anhui, and three years later promoted
to Governor-General of both Jiang provinces. Shortly thereafter he
was stripped of his position and exiled to lli because of nepotism and
negligence. He was recalled as governor of Shanxi and in 1791 as
governor-general of both Jiang provinces. In 1799 he became President
of the Civil Service Ministry and Lieutenant-General of the Plain Red
Banner's Chinese troops. He received the honorary titles Taizi taibao
(Grand Guardian of the Heir Apparent) and was appointed assistant
Grand Secretary and Govemor-Generalof Min (Fujian) and Zhejiang. In
1800 as Governor-General of Hu-Guang he extirpated the rebels in the
Xiangyang area (Hubei). and in 1801the rebels under Xu Tiande (d. 1801).
He died in army in 1801 and was canonized as Wenqin. His son Jilangga
carried on, The Emperor eulogized him:
Originally he was not trained for battle, but when he went into battle,
he was fierce.
Afraid that he would not live up to his father's reputation, he would
only advance after assembling terrible might,
and only when the meritorious deed was fully accomplished did he
allow things settle.
As Banner Commandant at Yulin [Guangxi headquarters],
when he had to attack he did so with heroic determination, and when
he had to stand guard he did so with great care.
This portrait is particularly noteworthy as it shows clearly that the official
suffered from smallpox, and one would not call the face handsome even
though he has character. It is an excellent documentation of the new line
of 'realistic'portrait painting that the Qianlong emperor encouraged, which
was so different from the traditional idealistic/hagiographicstyle.
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