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AN IMPERIAL OIL PORTRAIT OF ARAKBA ATTRIBUTED TO
IGNAZ SICHELBARTH, (Al QIMENG, 1708-1780), ET AL.
QING DYNASTY, QIANLONG PERIOD, CIRCA 1771

Estimate: 1,500,000 - 2,500,000 HKD

oil on Korean paper

the bust portrait depicting the Mongolian Torgut noble in frontal view, dressed in a
dark purplish-brown fur-lined winter surcoat emblazoned with an embroidered
first-rank military badge with a qilin amidst colourful clouds, the robe trimmed with
a brown fur collar and white fur down the centre, his chisled face with a ruddy
complexion and a thin assymmetrical mustache, framed by a single pendent pearl
earring in his left ear and his fur-trimmed court hat with a red coral button
indicating second rank and a one-eyed peacock feather, his neck draped with a pink
tourmaline court necklace, all reserved on a bluish-grey background, the upper right
corner inscribed vertically in Chinese with the characters Tuerhute toudeng taiji
Alakeba (‘'The Torgut noble of the first rank Arakba’), and repeated in Manchu on the
upper left corner, the upper left corner of the reverse attached with a yellow label
inscribed Tuerhute xiang di shisi ('The fourteenth painting from the Torgut portrait
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series’)

Zoom
75.1by 58.4 cm., 29 5/8 by 23 in.
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AN IMPERIAL OIL PORTRAIT OF ARAKBA
ATTRIBUTED TO IGNAZ SICHELBARTH, (Al QIMENG, 1708-1780), ET AL.
QING DYNASTY, QIANLONG PERIOD, CIRCA 1771

oil on Korean paper

the bust portrait depicting the Mongolian Torgut noble in frontal view, dressed in a dark
purplish-brown fur-lined winter surcoat emblazoned with an embroidered first-rank military
badge with a gilin amidst colourful clouds, the robe trimmed with a brown fur collar and

white fur down the centre, his chisled face with a ruddy complexion and a thin assymmetrical
mustache, framed by a single pendent pearl earring in his left ear and his fur-trimmed court hat
with a red coral button indicating second rank and a one-eyed peacock feather, his neck draped
with a pink tourmaline court necklace, all reserved on a bluish-grey background, the upper right
corner inscribed vertically in Chinese with the characters Tuerhute toudeng taiji Alakeba (The
Torgut noble of the first rank Arakba’), and repeated in Manchu on the upper left corner, the
upper left corner of the reverse attached with a yellow label inscribed Tuerhute xiang di shisi
(The fourteenth painting from the Torgut portrait series’)

75.1 by 58.4 cm,, 29% by 23 in.

PROVENANCE

Dr. Wuensch, Germany, early 20th century.
A rare book dealer in Heidelberg, Germany.
E.J. Brill, Leiden, Netherlands, 1985.

LITERATURE
E.J. Brill, Catalogue 544, Leiden, 1985, no. 14.

HK$1,500,000-2,500,000
US$194,000-323.000
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The Manchu transliteration:
Torgdt uju jergi Arakba, Tuerhute toudeng tajji Alakeba

The English translation:
The Torgut noble of the first rank, Arakba

It is recorded in the Gaozong shilu, 112, that on the renxu day of the
fifth month of Qianlong 40 (1775), there was a memorandum on the
administration of the ‘new’ Torguts pertaining to a proposal to make
Arakba Xieli Taiji, i.e. tusaladéi (administrator), an assistant to Duke Baijibu
(see Lledkel 3astir, 126).
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