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Introduction

The event known in history as the Boxer Rebellion is always identified in

the public mind with the 55-day siege of the Legation Compound in Pek-

ing;, which started on 20 June 1900 and ended on 14 August. In reality, -
of course, a seties of events unfolded prior to the siege and continued to

unfold well beyond its ending. This book examines a complex serics of

‘ovetlapping events through the eyes of men and women who witnessed

them.

The Boxcrs
_ The Boxers were adherents of a secret society commitied to expellmg for-
eigners from China. Their Chinese name (I Ho Chuan) was translared inco
English as ‘Fists of Righteous Harmony’ — an allusion to the strength that
could come from a united effort. The Chinese word for ‘fists’ could also
translate as ‘boxing’. The movement was peasant-based and combined
~ colourful clothing with exotic ceremonics in which converes were supposcdly
invested with supernatural powers of invalnerability.

The movement started in the North China provinces of Sha.ntung and
Chihli, where severe drought and the resulting famine combined with
chronic unemployment to create difficule living conditions. Foreign inttusion

o _'into peaceful Chinese life was blamed. The word ‘Boxer’ first appeared in

official western correspondcnce in May 1898, and by January 1900 therc was
~widespread concern within the western community. .

Boxer placards, posted in towns and villages across North Chma pro-
claimed their motto: ‘Protect. the Empirc: Exterminacc Foreigners’. Mis-
sionaries living in the inceriot cities werc the first to feel the effects of this -
movement. They saw bands of lawless peasants roaming the countryside,.
“harassing the missions and the Chinese Christian converts. Because the anti-
foreign message was also implicitly anti-Christian, the missionaries and their
converts were the first targets and the first victims.

The missionaries realised that the Boxer fanaticism and belief in_their
- magical powers gave them courage which made them a very dangerous .
enemy. They brought this movement to the attention of the foreign min-
isters in Peking who, in turn, asked che Tsungli Yamen (Chinese government |
office that dealt with forcigners) to take SECps to outlaw the movement. No
such action was unclertakcn

11



'._12' Introdﬁction.

Background information: Pekmg and Tientsin |
E _A traveller who wished to visit Peking early in 1900 would arrive off the
coast of China at the open roadstead of the Gulf of Pechihli, where all ocean-
going ships were required to anchor. Transfer to lighters and small steam-
ships took place ten miles out to sea. Conditions were normally turbulent,
and often made more so by poor weather and high winds. It took two hours .
- to reach the sandbar at the mouth of the Peiho River. . : _
~ Only small ships could cross this sandbar, after which was founcl the
Chinese city of Taku on the south bank of the river, and the western city of
"Tongku on the north bank. All passengers disembarked at Tongku, from
which the railroad ran to Tientsin, a distance of apprommately 30 miles, in
two hours. Arriving at the Tientsin terminus, the western traveller needed to
- cross the river to reach the Foreign Concession, wh1ch was totally separate
from the enormous. walled Chinese city of Tientsin..

‘Tientsin was an important commercial centre, well 51tuatecl at- the junc-
tion of the Peiho River with the Grand Canal. Before the opening of the
railroad in 1897 ‘there was enormous traffic to Peking on the rivér as far as

" Tungchow, and then over a stone paved road for the 15 miles to Peking.

The Foreign Concession was composed. of three distinct western com-
" munities at this. time: British, French and German. Here were handsome -
buildings, excellent roads, gas lights, parks, churches, clubs, theatres — is
short, an up-to-date; even elegant westem commumty totally separated -
from that of their Chinese neighbours. _
' From Tientsin the railroad went on to Peking, a dlstance of approximately

- 80 miles, reqmrmg five hours. Its route was via Lanfgang and Fengtai to the

Peking terminus at Machiapu, a few miles outside the wall of the Chinese
City, a huge oblong-shaped walled city. One wall of the Chinese City served
as one wall of the adjacerit square-shaped Tarrar City. Within the Tarcar
City was located the Imperial City containing government offices, and the

. Forbidden City containing royal palaces. Adjacent to the Forbidden City was

the Legation Quarter, in which all foreign legations were located, each
‘within its own walled compound. The numerous western missionaty socie-
‘dies each had walled compounds-of their own, but they were spread
“throughout the Tartar City, -often at some dxstance from the Legatlon
Quarter. :

Most western visitors to Pekmg at this time found the city very unat-
tractive, They complained espec1ally about the crowded conditions, lack of -
proper sanitation, and unusual smells; the streets of Peking were over-
- whelmingly dicty. However foreigners living within the Legation Quarter
were housed in western style, with proper sanitation, and enjoyed a totally
~ separate social life — dinner parties, dances, theatrlcals _picnics in’ the
_ countryside, and their own horse racing track.” '
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Both Txentsm a.nd Pekmg were reputed to’ have Chmese pOpulanons of
'approxunately 1,000,000, though there was no scientific basis for the cal-'_- |
culations. By contrast; the. foreign populatlons of each city were minute —

perhaps 500 in. Pekmg and double that in Tientsin. In each city, half of the . - o
_ .forelgn populatlon corisisted of missionaties. In Pekmg, the balance was |
- priarily membets of the diplomatic community; Whlle in Tlentsm most of -

- the remainder were busmessmen ancl thelr fa.mdxes. :

Such; then, was the setting for the events under consxderauon The curtam o

. was now’ llftmg on a drama.that dominated the news media and the ~
“attention. of an international audience for many months. The acts. :hat o
ensued are summansed in the Chronology whlch follows - S




- May 1900

Allied marines ‘and sailors arrive at Tongku and Tientsin -

. 3;1 B Alhed marmes and sallors arrive at Pekmg Legatrons
_6- o Radroad from Pekmg to Tlencsm destroyed
9 _Pekmg race course destroyed by Boxers .

. Sir Claude MacDonald wires Admiral Seymour to send troops
0 Telegraph line from Peking destroyed by Boxers I
. Seymour Expedition departs from Tientsin. -~ R
- - in Peking _
7. Allied troops capture Taku Forts followmg bombardment
. Foreign Conctession of Tientsin besieged by Boxers
19 Tsungli Yamen demands all foreigners leave Pekmg

. Peking '
-Legatron Quarter of Pekmg besreged (31ege began at 4 pm) ERE
. - Roman Catholic Mission at Pertang Cathedral, Pekmg, be51eged o
23 Allied. Rehef Column enters Tientsin, endmg the 51ege S

ks 26 f Seymour Expedmon recurns to Trentsm
._July 1900 | | e
13 Alled. army attacks Chmese Walled Clty, TlCﬂtSlIl o
14 _ Allied army captures Chinese Walled Crty, .Trentsm -
17 ¢ Truce at Legation Quarter in Peking = =
: 25= Flrmg resumes in Pekmg for a few days IR
E _August 1900 - -. o :
4 T!:uce ends at Legatlon Quarter wrth resurnptlon of heavy firmg in.
. evéning
S ~ Allied Relief Expedltlon departs from Tlentsm for Pekmg
- 5. Allied victory at Peitsang ~ ~ .

o 6_- . " Allied victory at Yangtsun |

: .'; : 30 Alhed ﬂeet begms to assemble OutSIde Taku Bar in Gulf of Pech111

1 . Sugiyama. Aera Chancellor of the Japanese Legatlon murdered el

*20.. ... Baron Klemens von Ketteler, German Mlmster murdered m Co -



16 “ Chronology

: 9 - _Alhed vrctory at I—Iosrwu e o
©120 . Allied occupatlon “of Tungchow o
S 14 Allied entry to Peking; relief of Legatron Quarter R

= © 15 . -Dowager-Empress flecs from Pekmg

. Allied capture of Irnpenal City -
16 ~Allies. capture Peitang Cathedral _
.28 S Allred v1ctory parade in Forbxdden Clry

o 'September 1900 -
'3 . - Prince Chxng feturns to Pekmg

8. - 'Punitive Expedition departs for Tiu-Lin
RN 10 ) : _:_ Pumtnre Expedmon departs for Lrang hsxan
16 - - Panitive Expedition departs for Pa-ta- chal
25 . Punitive Expedition departs for Nam- Hung Men

- Freld Marshal Alfred von Waldersee amves at Taku :

\ ':October 1900 : -
20 Allied troops occupy Shanhaikwan Forts

© 3. Troop review-in Pekmg to honour departmg Amencans R
10 British 1 troops occupy Summer Palace - S
. German troops occupy Winter Palace
- 12 . Punitive Expedmon departs for Paormg-fu

- 17 ~Marshal von Waldersee arrives at Peklng

) 20 - Allied occupation of Paoting-fu .

Sir Ernest Satow; British Mmjster Plempotentlary, amves in
:  Peking to. replace Sir Claude MacDonald R S
25 . SirClaude MacDonald departs Pekmg for new postmg at Tokyo
:':26‘ Dowager Empress arrives’ at Slan (Xlan) ' -

- '.__November 1900

6 . Return of Paotmg fu Panitive Expedltxon S

N 10 - Flrsr coatmg of i ice. on Pe1h0 River at Tungchow rrver trafﬁc
: R continues . o T o
212 Pumtrve Expedrtron departs for Kalgan P

8 g December 1900

7+ Peiho Rlver frozen, over, _closed to trafﬁc

.9 ' ‘Train service from Tientsin to Peking resumes = e
12 Train service from Peking to Tientsin and to Tongku resumes S
“22 Ministers. preseft peace proposal terms to-China . e

31 Publrc executron of von Ketteler s confessed murderer .




| Chronology ST

' _]anua.ry 1901

1 Parade of Allied troops in Pekmg _ _
24 " News of death of Queen Victoria reaches Pekmg

27 Tr00p revxen in honour of German Emperor

February 1901

.2 . Fuoeral Setvtce for Queen Vlctona and pa.rade of Alhed troops in o
- ber honour ERRRETE S
9 Celebtatlon of Chtnese New Year :
26 . Pubhc execution of two ptomment Boxer leaders
March 1901
" 6. . Parade of New South Wales Naval Bmgade pnor to thett _
P -departure ftorn China S C
10 - Bodies of siege victims removed ftom Bntlsh Legatlon compound o
. for burial in the European Cemetery outside the city wall
| 2 CtlSls in Txentsm, dlspute between Btmsh and Ru551an soldters
" overa failroad siding - SR 5
19 British Marines arrive at Tientsin railtoad 51d1ng to replace S,lkh
R soldiers : _
22 Tientsin railtoad 31dmg crisis tesolved all troops Wlthdrawn '

| _27'. o "Chma offets t0 pay huge mdemruty to. Alhes

B ._"'September 1901 :
7 *  Peace Protocol of Pekmg 51gned by Chma and Alltes ofﬁaal
" endmg of Boxet Rebellion
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o Inthe autumin of 1899 people of che v westem wonld in general and Brmsh_

. citizens in pa.rtlcular, were' preoccupied with -events in ‘South Africa. The . .
' British Army was suffermg embarrassing losses at the hancls of a wily Boer

“encmy and three British communities were besieged: Kimbetley (14 October

1899-15 February 1900); Ladysmith (2 November 1899 28 February

©©1900); and Mafekmg (16 October 189917 May 1900). The Chinese press
" reported these eventsin detail, even down to the numbers of £roops involved,
-+ and the casualtles Western resxdmts of Chma remgmsed that any failare of
" British troops in South Africa might well embolden the Chinese and add fuel

to the Boxer fire.

© Mednwhile, in China the cry for action to combat the Boxer threat came
. prmcnpally from nissionaries; d1plomats and. businessmen tended o rega.rd' B
- the missionaries as crybables Even S()phlstlcated observers were often of two
" minds with regard to the Boxers — feeling on the one hand that cataclysm
'was about to take place, but on the other that the entire threat would
- ultimately collapse. Then, on 31 December.1899, an Anglican missionary, . -
Reverend Sidney Brooks; was brumlly murdéred in Shantung Province.

Gradually the Boxer movement spread from. Qhantung into the provmte __ !

~of Chihli and by the spring of 1900 Boxers werc active on the outskitts of

“Tientsin and Peking. Tungchow, only 13 miles from the walls of Peking

itself, became a centre for Boxer drills, attracting students and bargemen.
.On 20 May 1900 Sir’ Robert Hart, the Inspector General of the Chinese

Marmme Cusmme Serwce wrotc to his colleague:. n London “I'he Boxers

-~ arc busy. and mischief is intended. { my wxfe a.nd duldren were herc I d move B

them off sharp to Japan’
On 28 May the Boxers destroyed the imporrant railroad station at Feng

- Tai, six miles from Peking, the junction for' trains both to ‘Peking and. o
~ Paotingfur. The British Legation, scosing the gravity of the situation, notified o
~‘British subjects in outlying communities surrounding Peking that they could

scck asylam within che Legation compound if thcy felt threatencd. .
The real drama was about to begm

21



Account of
Charles Davis Jameson
Amerlcan Mlmng Engmeer

- graduated from B owdoin College with a degree i in engineering. He .rpecza!zred in

Depcmment at the Umwmzy of lowa. - :
Jameson movéd, 16 China in 1895 to woré fbr z‘be Cbmare gazsemmenr be L

iron deposits along the routes. He. tmvel!ed exﬁemwe!y in Novth-China.

Larzdarz 20 serve as-their Chief Engzneer in Cbmcz This Syndzcare had secured

__ _'retzxmed 0 rbe Umted States.

' ’as his guest in the ‘Legation.

letters and askmg that somethmg might be done in order to afford them -

| _Shantung, and gradually. workmg its way north into Chihli:

- as they were an annual occurrence and 50 far nothmg had ever matertalrzecl

| Cb“ﬂes D‘“"’-‘ Jameson ( 1 855—1 92 7) was, bam in Baﬂgar, Maine and o

. bridge and mzlmczd construction before taking a position as Assistant meafsar g .
of Efzgwemng at the Ma.rmrbwett.r Instisute of Technology in 1885.1n1 887 .. .
- be was rzppamred Professor of Eugmeermg and rben bead of rbe Engmeemng o

g mparzed directly to Li Hung Chang; a sentor aﬁ‘iaal mzd diplomar who was .~ -
" vesponsible for. ﬁpmenrmg the Chinese gavmmem a5 it mter.rected wztb the PR
. Joreign wovld, He inspected, gald miries in order to .rzxggert new eqm_pment and: -
. studied vaihoay voutes from Tientsin-into the intevior, reporting on coal-and "

In jzzmmrj; 1898 be signed a two-year contract with the Pe»émg Syndicateof ~ - .
tztle to rzcb depa.rztr of coal and ivon in the, pmwnmr of Sbamz and Hamn, but -

- some of the sites were 50 remote that mzlway lines were needed to veach them. The - R
" Boxer rebellion sot back :bezr Plans! Jamaron ngned n z‘be féz!f of 1 900 and R

'We ﬁrst began o hear of the Boxer movement in Chma in. December 1899 o )
. During most. of the winter- ‘business callecl me to Pekmg, ancl through the :
; -kmdness of our Minister, Mt Conger, 13 spent nearly three months wrth hll‘l‘l L

" The missionaries from the Provmce of Shantung were constantly wr:tmg_ e

_ _"protectlon for the cartying on of their work, that. the' Boxer movement was .
 pot at-all a local affair but ‘was spreaclmg through the entire Provmce of_ R

Vety little credence was given to these cries of ‘wolf by the missionaries,. - - .
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All the people that had hved in. Pekmg for ma.ny years and who were:*:' o

. supposed to know more or less about things Chinese. and the Chmese o

- situation, scouted the ideéa of thelr being in danger. . _
~ Ministers of the different nations repeatedly requested the Tmnglz Yamen S
{Chrnese Forelgn Ofﬁce] to-exert their authority and-have the Society of
“Bosxers suppressed;, these requests were always followed: by anedictfromthe - |
Empress Dowager,. ordermg that the Boxers be suppressecl and that all oy
disturbances be put @ stop to. ‘The Ministers wete satisfied by these pro- =~ 4
‘testations of friendship and-promises of redress on the part of the Chrnese ST

Government And so thrngs wese allowed to slide a.long
' The cause of the uprlsmg which followed cannot in any way be lald tothe

mrssronarxes it was an anti- forelgn uprising, not an anti- _Christian one. The_ S |

ob]ect was to kill all the forergners or drive them into. the- sea, and retain - .

" China for the Chinese a.lone ‘There were undoubtedly a great ‘many Chinese RN

| connected wrth thls movement Wh() were solely S0, connected for patnonc R
: reasons o ' '

Durmg the month of May {1900] I recerved orders from the Pekrng ' NN R

Syndrcate of London to make preparations. for a'trip to Southetn Shansifor
 the purpose of opening up some coal mines in the territory conceded by the'_:_-": o
‘Chinese to this syndicate. There was sent to.me from England otie: young- R
~ Scotchman as mining engineer and supenntendent and a young: Welshman
“as mine foreman. All the prepatations for. the trip were made, and on the S
19th of May I went to ‘Peking in"order to take my’ last orders from ‘the - :
 General Agent of this synchcate and also-to get the opmron of various people_' B

. there as to the expedrency of my going west at this time for rhe purpose of - |
‘opening up néw work by foreign methods. - |

1 mtervrewed the Britrsh Minister, our own Minister and Slr Robert Hart o

They were unanimous in their opinion that any trouble which mlght comie

- from the’ Boxers of from’ the Chinese would be purely’ of a- Iocal fnature’ ancl : _'

_ conﬁned to Northern. Shantung and. Southern Chihli.

~There was no foreigner in China better. posted or who. knew more about .-; n
the condmons there than did Sir Robert Hatt. He has been at the head of the =~

Imperral Matitime Customs for the past forty years.. Nerther the- Brrtlsh e

~ Minister not the Amencan Mipister had been a great many. years iy Chlna e

but of course, both were supposed to be well posted on the situation.

The Agent of the Peking Syndrcate, Mr Henty. Brrstow ‘liad been in the
Brmsh Chinese Consular Service for thirty years, spoke Chmese perfectly,. e
 and, like the rest of us, thought- he knew all about the country Aslsaid
before, all of the above- mentroned ‘were unanlmous in the opinion: that T
“would have no:trouble and I felt that. way myself as Lhad travelled for many .
years through Western China, knew all the towns, people and’ ofﬁcrals and

drd not consrder the srtuatlon in any way serlous I Wrshed however, to be
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_. backed up by some oplmon othet than my own, as I was to take two YOuug L
- -strangers into Western China.- : L : : o
1 returned to Tientsin on May 21st and found everyrhmg ready to sfart. .

the next day. Among all the people that knew of my leaving for Western

Chma tl‘lCl‘L was only one who urged me not to leave, and whose mfomm— e

General Wogack for de Wozack} the Rusuan Mllltary Attdche He met me- .
" on the strect and begged me not to think of leaving for Western China, and - -

said that in less than two weeks the whole country would be in uproar, that

the trouble would-extend to the borders of Thibet, .that I would be cut off.. -

from the coast and undoubredly lose my life. That the last. of February he: |

had informed his Government of all this but had been laughed.at for his s
trouble, yec that he knew exactly what he was talkmg about, that he con-

sidered the situation most critical, and that he could not conceive of the

- stand taken by the Ministers in Pekmg and thelr continual cry that nothmg
- gerious was the matter.

“1laughed at his advice, told him that 1 dld not thmk thele woulcl be any ¥ : |

;trouble, and that I would Irke to wager that 1 could go from one end of China . L .
“to another with nothing but my servants and my riding whip. I have paid
: that wager several times since then..

‘On the afternoon of May 220d T started for the West My party consmed

- of twenty-six in all, with myself and my two forelgners Chinese Secretary,
Interpreters, Wei Yuan, Chinese Director, servants etc. S |
“The Wer Yuan is a Chinese official of about the rank of a magistrate, -
~appointed to attend to all official business required during my trip, to
~ interview all the officials, sce that one reccived the' courtesy’ die ‘to.onc’s:
- rank,; thac every advantagc was given me for’ the conduct of my work, and
.- that none of the natives in any. way were allowed to mtertete W1th mié ot the :
- membets of my party, :

Mr Feng, the Chinese Director with me, wis the Director of the Chmese

- part of thc Peklng Syndicatc, or, as it is called in China, the Fu szg Ssa. His
business was to see that I had no trouble with local mine owners and tllat'._ '

everythmg was made smooth with the native gentry.

My official Chinese Secrctary ‘was Mr Lo Hsi Luh, bmther of HIS Exeelw e :

lency Lo Feng Luh, Chinese Minister to Great Britain, and, poor fellow, he

* was sent along, not s0 much for any work he could do himself, as. for the -
.~ prestige which his brother’s name would give to my party. '

- As will be seen later he paid-with his ltt(, for thlS before the énd of the trlp |
We left Tientsif in houacboats and were to £o the first 600 miles by the

" Grand Canal and Wei River. The houseboats used were 40 feet long, 8 feet
- wide, with 15 feet of dock room in front, the rest of the boat bemg covered .
w1th a small house ]ust h1 gh enough to allow one to stand up in, and dmded_ e



~ into four small compartments. In one of these I slept and ate. Two others
were occupied by my servants, and in the fourth was the caprain of the boat

- with his wives and families. ‘Each foreigner had a boat to himself and also___ _.
each Chmaman of any importance. In all there were about elght boats. These_ e

E boats are propelled by means of large: salls when the wind is fair, but owing:
to the sinuosity of the Canal this is never the case for any great distance; and -
the usual method of propulsmn is by pung them along by trackers who

- walk on the tow path ..

- From the very bcgmnmg an uncxplamable SOerhmg was nouceable in
‘the manaer of the boatman and the natives met with at cach vﬂlagc Thad -
“been over. this portion of the Grand Canal a number. of times before, and

although unable to explain exactly what this difference was, I felt it to a very
~ marked degree. The country was barren dnd burnt brows; ¢rops that should

have been ready for the market were only a. few inches above the ground and-

- shrivelled by the heat of the sun and the. lack.of watef. God knows, the'_.'.-' o
people looked poor cnough i in'this pare of the country at any time, but they = -

now seemed absolutely poverty stricken and on the verge of starvation.

. Vegetables and food of all kinds were hard to buy and had neatly doubled in-
« . price. T he country swarmed with beggars, and, accordmg to rcport’ was
- overrun w1th small bands of robbers looting: the granaries-of the rich farmers, - i
There appeared to be nio th1evmg or robbmg gomg on with any mher ob;ect.__ S

than to get food.
At every place there were rumors. in regard to the Boxers and their-

intentionis, but to me these intentions appeared vastly exaggeratecl andtobe ..
~beyond the reach of possﬂ:nhty of execution. It was common talk that the "

- Boxers would march on Peking, drivc out the. forelgn embass1es or kill them_';
all, kill all the foreigners at Tientsin and' other Treaty Ports and burn all
Fore1gr1 Concessions. Such reports as these were brought to me every day by_

e my servants, and | slmply laughed at ‘them as Chincse fairy tales.

About the 27th of May T reached the town of Techow where there was. a_'.:_'_.'

telegraph station; and wired o Pekmg for news. The answer came back that: L

- the Boxers had advanced upon Fengtai, which was the tailroad station for -

Peking and the juncrion poinc with the Lu-Han Railway; that they had
- destroyed all the rolling stock and burnt all the bmldmgs that the foreign -
. Legatiops. had sent for Legatlon Guards who were expeCted every day, and

. that the whole of the country to the south and. west of Peking and Tnentsm--' o
. 'was in open. rebellion; that'T was.to proceed o Ling Ching where there was =

another telegraph office and await orders there. I proceeded to .'Lmrr Chmg
and arrived there the 1st of June. R : N

At evety. v1llage | passed immense crowds of natives came clown to the

“'Canal side o see the hated forelgner ancl their remarks were anythmg but
complunentary or encouraging. | - S -
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On reachmg ng Chmg I found that the General in charge of the Chmese N

. _-troops thére was an uncle of Mr Feng, the .Chmese Director. He at once =~ *

.- called upon me and stationed a large guard around my boats keepmg aclear’ . oo
- space-for 500 feet a[orlg the river bank. Ling Ching is.at the junction of the - -
e Grancl Canal and the: Wei River, and is almost entitely mhabntecl by boat-- e
~ " men, by far the miost disorderly class one rneets with in Chma There I
o ."recewed the followmg telegram from’ Peklng o e T

LEGATION GUARDS ARRNED YESTERDAY ,ALL QUIET HERE. You CAN PROCEED_ |
WITH Youa Womc WILL NOTIFY You IF THERE Is ANY TROUBLE

o ':_'Thrs telegram shows how lxttle sorne of rhe people in Pekmg, even at that . - o
-time, reahzed the seriousness of . the trouble by which they were surrounded L

This was one of the lasr telegrams sent out from' Pekmg, and it is needless to

_'_"_-say that the sender was not after that in a posmon to notlfy me as’ to any L
. danger unil the T4th of the followmg August. DI R
Beside this telegram from Peking with orders for me to: proceed west; I__"_: S

':"-.aIso recexvecl advice from Yuan Shih-k'ai’s General, Mr Feng, who, as T have .

_ said, was statloned at Ling Ching. This advice was: glven me by orderof His -

- _Excellency Yuan Shih-k’ ai, .the Governor of the Provmce of Shantung The - s | o
- advice was for me to 80 west as. fﬂPIdIY as POSSﬂBle that the whole Countl'Y SRR,

' '.:“between Ling Ching and the coast was in’ rebellion and that I was cut off :

” - from Tientsin; that the Boxers. knew of my party and would bé on the .

- lookout for it if I attempted any retreat to the east; and that if X wished I" -

- could come to the capital of Shanrung and His Excellency would do. his. best- o
L to protect me ‘and my party and get us to the coast at’ Chefoo R
. As 1 was told that the’ insurrection did not extend *into. the Western C o
. Provinges and ‘as my’ orders from the General Agent of the Syndxcate were, to D
L proceed Wlth my work I decrded t6 continue up the Wel River. - s S
__ " General Feng gave me a guard of. exght fOrEIgIl-Clt'llleCl Chinese soldlers, S '
L .armed thh ‘modern rifles, whom he had- reason to beheve woulci be falthful e
. The seconcl night out from_ ng Ching, as we. tied: up to the bank two

) houseboars came clown the. ‘stream containing missionaries. These mis-

- sionaries were on their way to Peitahio, the summer resort'on the sea coast, =~
_ -_;fOI‘ a rest, and did not: seetn to think. there was any 1mmed1ate danger to then- R
* Missions, ot that there was hkely to be any general uprising in that part of: e
- the country. They told:” ‘me that the week before Dr Mitchell: and- wrfe: L
o (missionaries), in going up the river in- housebeats ‘had been attacked two
days farther on, but-only by 2 mob. wnthout ﬁrearms ‘We turned over our -

" mail to these missionaries. to. ‘take’ to the coast w1shed them a pleasant o
-.voyage and startecl on our, different ways. . : : S

B These rmssmnarles in thexr houseboats never gor any further than ng o
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| _":Chmg, at which. pomt t]l(-Y were obhgcd o leave the boats and travcl L

- overland to Hsinan Fu, the capital of Shantung, guarded by Yudn Shih-Kai’s.

- soldiers. They all. got through with safety, however, and I- would like to o

mention here that in all the troubles that followed not one missionary was
- killed in the Province of Shantung, but.at every;point perfect protection was

given them by Yuan Shih-k’ ai, who had them all taken to the ‘coast where . - N

. they were dehvered to an American marn-of-war. Considering the fact that
* Shantung was the birthplace and hotbed of the Boxer Socicty; and thatitisa
most rabidly anti-foreign province, no praise can be too great for the

* inagnificent manner in which Yuan Shih-k'ai handled che situation of lase . |
~ sumumer. And it also goes to prove that, g given: the rlght man as an ofﬁcml e

foreigners md fore1gn Property Can. receive; protectioni under’ any circum-

stances that may arise in China. That the laborers and ordinary village and . -

townspeople will never take the initiative in any violence towards foreigners,
- and that no violence of moment:has ever been committed Wlthout at lm‘at
" the supposed protecnon of the Mandarms in:power.. :
“The pext day I stopped in the afternoon at the mxsswmry statlon of Mr

o McKean a Canadian Presbytenan Mr MeKenme came down to the boat .

and we had a long talk concerning the situation. I found ‘that ke took a
_pessimistic view of the situation, He said that the entire country was ripe for

" tebellion; that only a spark was needed for it to burst into flames; thatopen

- threats werc made that all missiondries and. forelgners would be. destroycd S
~and that all mission property would be burnt; that the local magistrates . =
" acknowledged-that they had not the power to afford protection and that che

missionaries would have to look out for themselves. He also told me that

" there was not the least doubt but that I would be attacked during the next «
N fthn-ty six hours — such at least was - the common . talk among his nanve-_ S
~ Christians. As usual, I smiled at hlS prophecxes and thought 1 knew more.. .

about the country than he did . . _ .
On the morning of the 9th of_]une we approached a place called Tutsun.
: _The rivér at this point is very shallow, less than two feec in depth, and the
- channel narrow. My- boat, leading the procession, went agtound under a
bluff, just at the cotner of the village wall,-and. swung across the stream,
" thereby preventing any . “other boat from passing. I was dressing. at. the time,
shut up in my cabin, As soon as my boat grounded a watchman on the wall
 fired his gun in the air, apparently as a signal..

My other boats had crowded up behind as closely. as possﬂale and were all e

"more of Jcss ]ammed m the boatman shourmg and everything in confusion.

_]ust at. this moment my No. 2 Boy' rushed mto my cabm and sa1d Oh___--..'- o

Master! the Boxers have come.”*

- I took my revolver and looked ouc of the wmdow in the next compart-

 ment; My hoat was agamst the bluff but lookmg down lllL nver along the = |
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_lme of boats I saw 2 mob of msane-looklng Chmamen shoutmg Sbaf .r/m”'- e

{ Kill! Kill"l'and forthwith smashing in the wmdows of the other boats with

- brlcks and stones and other avallable materlal Among them were ‘a few DR "

_armed . with swords and fireatms, who seemed to-have gone mad with -

3 _'excrtement and were endeavormg to ‘reach the boats. One in, patticular, who
L _appeared to be the leader, and who, as 1 afterwards leamed, wasin full Boxer = s
" uniform, was advancmg slowly on the boats wavmg a large naked sworcl and S

_' encouragmg his followers to attack the boats.

“+ I'had a new Engllsh Webley revolver that T had’ purchased the rughti o
_ before leavmg Tientsin, which I had never fired This appeared to be a good" s

~opportunity, and [ took five dehberate shOtS at this man, every shot striking -

~ the ground: about a. foot in front. of him; and he calhng attention of his -

U followers to-the fact that no foreign bullet could hit him: I began to think - B

e that tl’llS was no fairy rale and reached for my: \Wmchester ‘which missed fire: _
. three times. I then began to get frlghtened as the man kept coming nearet . . -
and nearer, and wonderecl if thete mlght not be some. supernatural power e

- back of this: Boxer movement. My Boy, however, at once handed. me a
- . shotgun- w1th both barrels loaded with- buckshot “which T stralghtway'

. emptied into. the man’s legs. He did not do any more advancmg on the boats_ a
- but simply. lay down and howled. : :

‘By that time I had gotten out on deck where everythmg was in. confusron S

| "the Chiriese all howling and crying; my guards firing straight into theajrand

. saying that the Boxers were upon us. In a minute, however,. thmgs quicted. .
" down a little and six of the guards ran up the bank to see what really was - AR
_ _gomg to happen The mob took to 1ts heels and soon was nearly out of mght'f. ek S

| _w1thm the walls of the vﬂlage

We then got my. boat afloat and began up the river. As soon as we passed DRTR

' the vxllage the mob- came out agam, and it was necessary to land: some of the

guard and fire on them occasxonally They followed us along for some three .~

: miles, when T decided thdt they were having all the- advantage on thelr side, -~

) as the high banks of the river prevented anyone on the boats from seeing
_across the country. So I stopped: the boats and we were all landed and made =~

entrenchments, By this time the whole country was up, and ‘we could see
crowds of villagers in. all directions hurrying towards a' central point.

" Apparently the natives had but three modern rifles and twenty cartndges AR

‘which' they very soon got tid ‘of, and without domg any damage aswe

L simply lay in holes dug in sand ot stayed in ‘the boats. They never came near. =~ E

-~ enovgh for therr Chmese guns to be of any use, as they stood in great fear of R
...'our rifles.. e : : e

1 sent'a natrve cour1er off at once for a Magrstrate of that dlsttict and then '

'S;mply sat down o’ wait for him. We held up a small Chmese giin-b dat™ e

o _commg down the stream and the Captam agreed to sray thh us, urltll rhe o
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_j ._maglstrate arrrved He amused hunself by finng hrs oné cannon. every half
hour to let the people know he was there. Owing to ‘the height of the bank

~ the shot from the ¢ cannon always tore up. the earth about one hundred feet . -
- away from the gun. The mob fired on us on and off for fourteen hours. - -
- At that time [ did not know they were Boxers, and looked- upon the whole -

<. affair as rnerely the upnsmg of an 1rresponsrble mob Wthh was probably

hungry o
The Magistrate: and General arrrved about three o’ clock in the mommg, '

. and at daylight went through the fatce of trying three prrsoners we had

* captuted. They were convrcted and sentenced to receive 500 blows with the

bamboo. The blows were given, the prrsoners howled and grovelled in the g | _

sand and not one of the blows would have killed a fly. " -
~ After an-interchange of Chinese courtesies and the dtmkrng of several

- quarts of poot champagsne by the Magrstrate and Genéral, we started onout. .
 way re}orcmg | pushed on as raprdly as possible to the head 6f the river. "
“Owing to the lack of rain the water was very shallow, and at the end of two
 days’ }ourney we found i it would be impossible to reach Wei Hui, the’ usual-'-_: _
head of navrgatlon, 50 we were obliged. to stop with’ the boats at a place .
. called Ta Kou, where we left the boats for carts and pomes and started for:_'- S

'_'Hwar ng Fu. . S
- At:about noon the first. day we passed a statlon of the Canadlan Pres—.
~ byterian Mission. The missionaties here wete Mt Shmmon and Dr Mrtchell -

- ‘éach of them with his wife and the former with- the addrtron of a little. baby | -
- girl. T had known the Slimirions for 4 number of years and had been through -

* this station several rimes, consequently I stopped thete in order to give them .

" what news I could. from the coast and find out ‘what they knew ‘of the '.
" condition of affairs further west, They were. takmg the most: gloomy view of .-

' _the situation; they had. received a telegram from the coast warning: them of .

o+ -the rmpossrbrhty of reachrng there, -and advising’ them to escape west or

‘south : as .sQofi as possrble notifying - them. that- all missionaries had been L

3 warned by cheir respective ministers to leave interior China, and that most .

- serious trouble was pendrng in Pekrng and Trentsm

They were most undecided as to ‘what . would be the best plan or whrch o
. way to try. for an- escape. Their principal drawback to any moyement was.

_their- lack of money, none of these missionary ‘stations carry Iarge bank

~ - accounts in the interior, and what litele. they do have is'in a Chinese bank.
' '_'They had just been mformed by those banks that they were unable to cash._“

“any orders. The whole city was in a state of excitement, and although the.

magistrate at that time was protectmg them and therr property, still, it was -
doubtful how long this protection would last _ ' S
These missionaries were in a good pos1tron to reg:erve news from the coast ;

and from dlfferent patts of the. country, owmg to therr long estabhshed -
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o 'system of native coutlers and at thlS tlme the Chmese Post Ofﬁce serv1ce had_: -
~.not been mterrupted : E S S
It wasat last dec1decl that [ push on west to see e if it would be possxble tol o
carry on the work for which I had come to that part of the country.’ Inthe o
‘meantime Slimmon was to send ‘word to all the missionaries of Nogthern. =
. Honan, notifying them that my. headquarters would bé in I—Iwa1 King Fu- .
~and that L had an ample supply of money with me; so that if serious diffi culty .
- ensued they were to keep me thoroughly posted and if necessaty I would -
- appoint a.day for them to meet me at the crossing of the Yellow River and o
- take them down through Western China. My stop there was about half an
" hout, but as'my guards had blocked the road the whole c1ty was ina state of BT

uproar when we got ready to start,

- During the next three days I pushed on as raptdly as possxble and amved_ R
ﬁ._at Hwai Kmé. This is a city of about 50,000 inhabitants, situated abour .
_ - forty mxles north of the Yellow River and is the govetnmental city of '
- Northern Honan, which includes all the province of Honan north of the . - s
Yellow River. The city itself has its magistrate who has chatge of the aty' T
* affairs and the small dlstrtct around the city, also the prefect who: has charge
. of the whole of Honan north of the Yellow River, that being mcluclecl inhis .
" pfefecture also the general who has under his command the troops in thts e
 section of the country. . ' L
-1 had been at Hwai ng a numbet of tifnes before and hacl always L
occupted the Kung Kuang or official re51dence All the large cities in China ~ =
have these official residences; they are more or less fumished accordmg tothe
- Chinese ideas; and usually capable of accommodatmg ariywhete from'50.t0°
200 people None of the natives of the. city live'in them, and they are stmply :
'--used as official guest houses for any stranger who may appear, and who, on -
“account of his rank, is' more or less the guestiof the city. They have one great S
- advantage over the ordmary Chinese inn, which is that they are. occupled so
lictle that they are more or léss clean, but in the winter the facilities for
- warming them are so shght -and it may have been-a year since they. had been =
. warmed, that'to use them for two or three days only is most uncomfortable o
~~The city government had been mformed by coutiers.of the hour at which ) S
o _would arrive. The change in the attitude of the people was very marked, In" EERETEN
~ the years before I had gone in ‘and out of the city as 1 chose, with no guard .
- excepting two foot soldiers who always ran in front of my pony. The people -
- were' formerly smﬂmg, good. natured and had always given me a hearty
_ welcome. This time a guard of some twenty men met mé a few miles from ~ ©
- the gate, and additional troops were waiting at the | gate t6 escort me through o
. the streets.. The side streets were. packed with a curious. and vicious- -looking . - N
_crowd, their tematks were not complimentary, and the whole thing showed = .
- that- trouble was btew;ng for someone, and I began to reahze that possxbly: o




32 A Chma 1900
the trme had nor been Well selected for openmg up coal mmes Wlth forergn R

: methods . : : E
The General, Prefect and Magzstrate called on'me wrthm the Hext two or -

. three hours each of. them brmgmg the usual tremendous crowd of servants - )
- in order to show his 1mportance The Prefect and General did not hesrtate at-
‘all in telling me that things were very serious through all that section ofthe " =

| :__ country, and that it would be probably 1rnpossrble, or at least unpractrcable

~ for me to start work. Would I please'move slowly and see that my men did-

: nothmg that would in any way arouse the pre]udlces ot superstrtrons of the -
* natives. They told me, and that I'well know -that there had. been no rain for

-over two years; the crops of the country were ruined, the people were ofi the - -

.. verge of starvation, also the whole cotmtry was overrun with small bands of .
robbers, so that not even. the natives could travel with safety from place to-

o  place, without going in large bodies and bemg well armed; that it did lietde -~ -

good to send small bodies of; troops to cope. with’ these robbers as all- the o
S troops weré more orless in s yrnparhy wrth them and both the’ Prefect and

-' General admitted that; while they would afford.- me every possrble protec- °

. tion, and, if I followed their advice, could ‘probably guarantee my safety, seill,
~ the condition of the ‘country was such, and the antr—forergn feeling was
- reachrng such a point that to a great, extent they wete in sympathy with it -
- themselves, and ‘that beyond the fact. that they would protect me and my'._' o
- patty from: personal violence,. they would ot make any great efforts to: L

facilitate the opening up of new work.’ _
~ Both the General dnd the, Prefect wete old frlends of mrne and 1 had
' _known them for 2 number of years They were among the few Chinese

‘officials for which I have the utmost respect and in whom I have the greatest"_ o

conﬁdence, and their honesty and frankness in explarnmg the situation’ tot me
and their future conduct has done nothrng to lessen this feeling. '

I agreed to make no move outside the guest house without notrfymg them' e :
~and allowing. them to provide whatever guard they thought necessaty. Lalso -

~agreed to-do nothing coritrary to their wrshes In former years, in this guest -

" house I had a guard of four men, relrevmg one another whenever they saw L

fir, at the door. This time, at the door and in chfferent parts of the house and -

in the street I had a guatd of over a hundred men. under arms, telrevmg one T

_another at regular intervals.

The conduct of the General and the Prefect was in marked contrast €0

n that of the Maglstrare I was a little unfortunate in regard to thls Magrsrrate
" A numbser of years before, in travellmg through that section of the country,

- the then Magistrate had sent one of his subordinates with me as an extra Wes . -
“Yuan. The man was utterly useless, knew absolutely nothing of the country, .
smoked opitm and was usually dead to the world the greater part of the day R

. '-"He 1nterferod ama.zrngly in my worl( at that time, and at- the end of some o
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e thtee clays I told hxm what I thought of htm, had hlm put in h1s ofﬁ ci al Chw _ -
. and carried back to the Magistrate at Hwai King Fu with my comphments s

- This man was now the Magistrate, ‘He expressed great joy at seeing me;

© - that there was’ nothmg in the wotld but what he would do for me or any of .~~~
* my party; that T 'must not believe the stories 1 heard as to any unpleasant e
" fecling through the country, that the Chmese wete most anxious to have the. =
... foreigners open up the mines ancl show_ them. how to do the work; ‘that he’ S
-~ could guarantee my safety and the safety of all my people at all timesandin- .~
C ol ‘places; that in travelllng through his district it would be much better for -
- me to take his Yamen runners as guards, rather than regular ££00pS, and that PO
- the General and Prefect were both busy with thett own affaits, and that it .~ "

would be much better if 1 allowed him to arrange everythmg for ime rather

~ than trouble the other officials. He also confided privately to my. interpreter B
-~ that'he had been requested by both the General and the Prefect to say thisto =
" ruie, as they did not wish. to be troubled by havmg to. dry-nurse a body of -
: _foretgnets, and that they. were most antt-foretgn men. - T
- The trouble with the Maglsttate was that he ovetdtd his. affectxon and not e
S only made mea litle suspicious of him but made my servants exceedmgly so. . -

"My Wei Yuan became exceeclmgly friendly with this Maglstrate and

- eemecl w1llmg to Vouch for his enure good fatth in. all that he said. Of -~
. course, none of my servants or interpreters held sufficiently high rank to call

" ‘upon the Maglstrate by themselves, not upon the General ‘or Prefect. They: ~ = =

" could only go with me. The Wez Yuan could, of coutse call on the Maglstrate R

. T_When he chose as-an. equal _ _

It was at this point that my. Chtnese Sectetaty, Mr Lo Hsi, I.uh became of |

L gteat usé to me. His rank was really higher than that of any one else in my. -
. party, and nominally e%ual to that of 4 Govetnor of a Province. He could go .
 where he chose and when he chose, and he’ also. spoke Enghsh perfectly S
. Within the next few days he hacl gathered quxte a great amount of infor- .
) ‘mation inregard to the situation. He was a. man. withou any petsonal _
. courage, dnd this. led me to believe that a great many things: he told me were o
:exaggerated i cloubt very. much now. whether they were. . '_ D L
" His review of the situation was that the people were ready to nse at any o
- moment; ‘that the Prefect and the General were perfectly honest-in. all they R
- had said and proposed to prevent any trouble; that the Maglstrate wasalow- -
. .down scoundrel anyway; that he had not suffiaent Christian’ charity to
. forgive the insult I-had put upon him a few years prevxous and that he'__ _
o :w1shed very much- for me to -get outinto the coal I‘egIOIlS among the

mountains where I would be more or less cut off from assistarice, and that
then he would take care that although p0551bly none.of my party would. be'

Killed, we would have an exceedingly dJsagreeable quarter of an hour L
Mt Lo H51 Luh dtshkecl very much my Wez Yz«m, as, ClIGl also my mter— e
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: preters and servants My servants. made no sectet 17y e that they oonszderecl
- hima scoundrel and a traitor ‘who hated all-foreigners, and that he was only
- watching carefully to sce what turn events would take 1n order to know what

- to do. -

Anythmg was better than srttmg stﬂl and hstemng to these conﬂlctmg

-+ -stoties and getting nervous over them, I found after bemg two-or three days-.

shut up in this hose, that unless somethrng were done I was in the way. of
 losing entire control of my party, so.I Otdered that ponies ‘should be purch ased .

R and arrangements for a hundred-mile: trip through the coal region be made. -

There was no wild enthusrasm on the part of any of my people for rhrs but

| - they did the best possible. -

There was one notrceable tl‘nng occurred at thls trme In the years gone by

o '-I had purch ased ponies at Hwar King for my carayans, and had never had. the. -

slightest trouble in getting very fair ponies at a fair price! Thls time it seemed
“impossible to. get a- pony that ‘was capable of making .an ordmary day s

- march. Every difficulty was put in the way of my pony men, and the prices .

~asked for the ponies offered for sale were sometimes rrdlculous The ordinary .

o townspeople would not offer therr ponies for sale; every pony that I bought

" had to be bought through some member of the city government;. and a more -
- sotry lot of arrangements you never saw. The price for thé necessary carts
- had more than doubled, and the cafts seemed to-have shrunk in size.
.+ Ar last, however, we got. enough hvestock togetber to make ‘a start;
_ "leavmg all urinecessary. Iuggage with one ot two servants in Hwai ng We'.
" set out fora week’s trip in order that this-coal mining engineer from. England
- might examine some of the Chinese workmgs in: the coal ﬁelds where he
" .woujd eventually start forelgn works. CoTe '
T We were gone 4 week. and exammed three separate groups of rmnes
B These mines Were not. new-to me as | had sropped at all of them béfore. T had -
always found the mingrs a good-natured set of people who had shown much

 childish’ cunosrty in my outfit, and T had always been treated well by them. -

~ This time all was. changed As' soon as we reached a mine or group. of

mines all work was stopped. If the mine had been workrng ten-miniites

" before, the superrntendenr showed no hesitation in saymg that it had been
- flooded for a year, and it would be unpossrble to make any exammatron The

" miners came: from all parts of. the countty in enormous crowds:. '

_The best inns were always occupied, and at least for the first two ni ghts we -

.. were obhged to take what. we could get.. After: that; however we took the

* best inns wherever we went, just as usual, and fOund that, they were only

occupied’ by official orders and.not by people : o
- I'soon found that it was aa absolute waste of time. tryrng to do anythmg,

o and.I ‘began to have a certain amount of fear for the safety. of my party.. We'

. iWere threatened by mobs a number of trmes treared w1th the’ greatest
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dlSCOLlI’teS} for ahrch we could get no redress from our guard and at the last

. mine, the Lao Niezx, we were hooted and jeered at and my segvants more or. -

 ess maltreated Setious trouble was Only averted by my mterpretcr and weﬁ- o
.'._-started back at once for, Hwai King. : -

I was now getting, towards the last of June. On reachmg Hwan ng I..
found couriers from different mission stations waiting for me with lerters,

- The news was most serious, and that. recetved from the coast almost -
* ‘beyond: belief, '1Ithough as was afterwards ploven 2 great dtal was'-__'-
“actually true. - . =

~ All the forelgn Legatlons were bcsneged in Pekmg and were to be krlled
Tientsin had been taken by the Chinese, the foreign settlement burnt and
the foreigners driven into the sea. Apparently the forergners were domg .

nothing. Some of the mission ‘stations had been burnt, etc., L

In one’ letter the missionaries would ask me what they should do, where '

" they should fly to; and in another lecter, by the same courier; they would say”
that they would not under any circumstances lcave their mission stations,

they would stay there and die as martyrs, if necessary.

.~ There was only one thmg on-which they all agreed, and that was that they o
2 had no money with whlch to hire carts-or; boats or m pay for faod necessary o
' _-for a long trip to the coast.: . : - o

Under the protection of the (Tcneral in Hwan l\lng 1 felt perrccrly safe
and in consequence -sent word to all these missionaries that when things

. “reached such a stage that they deemed it necéssary to escape, that they must .

- -arrange some concerted action amongst themselvu and that I would meet . -
.them-on any day they sdid:at the crossing of the Yellow Rlver, forty mrles-
_south-east of Hwai ng, that I could- undoubtcdly hold my position in '

Hwai King much longer than they could at their missionary stations, but as

for staying there and being martyred it was blank nonsense, and they must -
~© remember that thLy had their women and: chrldren with them and theit duty- o
_was to get them out of danger that as far as I was concerned [ was not there

to be made 2 martyr of it was not in my contract and I wanted nothmg to do

- with 1t.

During the next four or five days couriers came in, two or three a day from

all these stations,. the danger gmwmg apparently more and more senous =

every moment. : S T
Ac last, on the 25th of June the Gerreral camc very quxetly to see me in

" the afternoon: He camie at a time when he knew my Wei Yuan would not be'

present. He told me he had received orders to march with all his soldiers to

- the north, possibly on his. way to Peking, and that umsequently he would be . -
~ unable to afford mc any protection after the first of ]uly, when he must
“march, and that he would advise' mc to do either onc of two thmgs Eitherto -
" go with him with my whole party and be held prisoners of war, when he
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o thought he could guarantee my safety, but at what tune he couIcl get me_ s
. down to the coast was uncertain; ‘and the other was to start south at once,” .
_ through a section of the country vrhich I 'well knew and take my chance of o
a gettmg through to the head of the I—Ian Rlver | :
S {Nate ];zmemzz s jaamey eﬂded .rxzcce:.rﬁ;lbr in Sbangbm wm% ma.ft af tbe 56 ﬁ;rezgrx S P
L :md Cbmare peopie tben accompanymg /ozm n. /m pcmy éemg n gaod bealtb } ' 1
j.Note R _ _ . __
1By the aithor] ‘A forelgner new to Chma has. much dlfﬁculty in rememhermg Chmese IR
" propet names ‘and servants are frequently ca!lecl by numbers and occupatlon rather than by - '
' names: My No. 2 Boy, as he is always. called, is my valet. His elder brother, who is my head o f"
. servant and respons:ble for all my domesuc affalrs bemg known as No 1 Boy '
i
e
4
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- Morgﬂﬂ S. Woadward L

Letter from Mrss Ione

Woodward Amerlcan T ourlst )

_ ]gne Woodward was I 7 yecm ald wben .rbe armved n Peémg ot 4 A, pril Z __
- 1900 with her mother and a ﬁ'zeﬂzd Ceale Payen. They were gaests of the

© American: Minister, Edwin H. anger T his Zet:er was. Jem‘ a‘o ber ﬁztber, o

Umted States Legatlon Pekmg, Chma .'

May 28,1900 o

__ - We are approachmg a ‘serious CtlSIS The miinisters et yesterday at’ the_ S
S Spamsh Tegation, and after having, consultecl together (eleven being pre- . o
_ ~sent), told the T.rng!z Yamen that they must et the decree against’ the
- " Boxers from’ the emperor, which the Yamer have at Iast consented to'do. The
emperor is to state the pumshment and the penalties for the crimes of the .~
. leaders, and to have. them enforced, unless the condmons are changecl ancl DR
. the Boxers Stop their. lawlessness - CL SRR
. ‘Today they burned a railroad bridge near Trentsm ancl the foretgners' e
'have all left the city on the other side of the bndge Mt Conger is very grave: -
_.and says it is a senous time, and that a few days,. perhaps tO-IMOITOw,’ thl: L
o 'culmmate either in the emperor quellmg the forces orin the Boxers gettmg
“more power, and then heaven help us. - UL
~ Admiral’ Kempff is expected tomotrow. afternoon but we are doubtﬁ.ll of R
his arrival, for the train of today | from Tientsin has’ not yet comeup, and they .
“may be butnmg the lines below us to cut off all comtumication. Fottunately. B
. ‘they have not as yet cut the telegraph wices and everyone is surprlsed that R
:theyhavenot S L T
- Mz Conger says that if & person were not in Pekmg, but in sorne coast .
town near Shanghal there would be comparative safety, and: he told mamma .
at ‘tiffin’ that. at the coast they might stand some show of escapmg, ‘while we R
~ would have to go on. horseback or in- sedan chaifs to get away, even fwe - _
- were permitted to leave, which may be an unpossrhlhty in a short while, Me~ .- -~~~
- Conger's family, of course, will not leave, as they are all’ together, but they‘. o
- strongly advise us to if thrngs get more segious. - o

It seems ternble to thmk you will not get this for ﬁve ot sxx weeks and:-' '
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.' _rhmk how much can’ happen m that space of time: I know you wrll be:. o
'woitying, and I do wish I could see ahead enough to tell what we wrll_ be .

B doing, but until the crisis we can simply wait and hope for the best.

- Aweek ago 500 Christian refugees came to the Catholic ¢ompound, from .
a vrllage where the Boxers had killed, by throwmg them into a fire; sixty

" ‘men, women and children: ‘The bishop'i is half—crazecl wrth fear and’ the poor
French minister is besieged ‘with -questions and . prayers for help from. "
- _thousands of Cathelics all over the. countty. 'He is nearly overcome with the "
. gravity of the situation. Mr Conger’ says that. the. only way we would be ©

- massacred would be that the Boxers would: burn all the legations and the

- people in them. They have gope 50 far as 0 krll an ofﬁcer of therr own .

: govemment

We are in hopes thar the admlral wrll stay long enough s0 that we can?‘-.‘i -

- arrange to go as far as Tlentsm with him, ds it is very rlsky for two women

" alone on a Chinese train, but he is only going to stay long enough o ralk

- over the matter with Mr Conger ancl then return to send us guards, probably - -

@ battalion of marines. By that time'the railroad may be'destroyed and the.
~marines will have to march from Taku-Bat to Pekmg, a drstance Of abour e
100 miles. Bven. then. the small number which of necessity can only be sent-: .

I w111 be no guard against a mob of 1 ,000, 000 Boxers o S
L Miss [Polly] Condit- Smlth of Washmgton is here and there is ‘o tellmg’,' N

& -'what she w1ll do. She is a young. lady of 22, and has. been. all around rhe--_..-_

o world: She may go on, even irr the face of this great danger Ieell you the .
* - question i§ very setious, and mother.is a.[reacly packmg her trunks-so as to be. = -
B ready to leave at a moment's notice. Mr Conger would not hesrtate torell her -

. ‘togoat once, and he would expect us to leave wherher we rhoughr we ought_ R
. to remain or not, for the fewer womern he has on hlS hands, the berter he wdl S

feel _ o PRI o

‘ Well ~do not worry unnl you have more occasron to, and 1f the worsr
_ comes and we: are forced to leave, we wrll cable safe a
- -Lovmgly, I am your own’ daughter o .

o Tone -
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As the crisis' in l’ekmg deepencd durmg the tirst Week of June 1900 the' '

various ministers at their desks in Peking began commumcatmg a sense of . |
“urgency to their home offices. They also reachcd out to'the commanders of -
* the Allied fleet anchored in the Guif of Pechihli. :

A council of war was held on 9 June 1900 among senior naval. ofﬁcers__

o - {from many nations, meeting on board the British ﬂagshlp HMS Centurion
_ under the leadership of Vice Admiral Sit Edward Seymour. They decided to.”

send a naval brigade = later termed the International Relief Expédition or the
Scytiiour Expedition — to Peking under Seymour’s personal direccion.”

The Expedition, consisting of seamen and marines from all the nations
rcpresented was assembled in 2 matter of hours. Tn the eatly hours of Sunday
10 June, men sclected for the force were transférr cd from ShlpS lying offshore .

~in the Gulf to smaller ships that could cross the barat the entrance to the
Peiho Riverand land at Tongku. 1 hey were sent at once by train to Tientsin,

the departure point for the Expedition.
Seymour assembled a force of 2072 men, of whom 116 were officers. The -

- British contingent of 921 was by far, the largesr Germany conmbuted 450;
" Russia 305; Frame, 158; United States, 112; Japan, 54; Italy, 40; and_:- '
. Austria, 25, ! At Tientsin; five. engines and more than 100 raﬂrmd cars were -

assembled to take them to Peking.
Seymour organised his force into five sections. Train-no. 1 contained half -

-~ the British force, all of the Auser ans and Ameticans, plus coolies and sup-

plies.to. repair the railroad. No. 2 took the. temainder of the. British, all:the - |

- Japanese, and some French. No. 3 was composed entirely of Germans. No. 4

held the Russians, the balance of the French, and the Italians, No. 5 was a
supply train, which was supposcd to run back and forth from the furthest

~ point to Tientsin.

The Expedition did not redch Pckmg In. fact it was fortunatc to extrlcate

itsclf from its }oumey and retura to Tlentsm —as unfolded in the accounts

that. follow.

Note .

]h_ls co.um: is. drawn from Tbe Raygl Naw A Hz.rtmy, Vuf 7 p 523

41
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Account of Captam
Lleutenant Paul Schheper
German Imperlal Navy

_ - Pgﬂll Scblzeper was born in Germany i 1860 cmd jomea’ tbe Germamy Nazf/y i
*in 1880. By the end of the century he had visen to tbe rank. of Captain =~ .
Licurenant — the German equivalent of First Officér. He arrzf/ed inthe Far =

. Easti in the spring of 1899 as Fmt Ojj‘" ey a&oard SMS Hansa, one of the. ?zew |
_ _'genemtzan of German warships sent to iveate a- lmger naval presence for Ger- -
" many in the Far East. In 1899, the Germans bad seven war.rbzpf stationed at |

their rzewly-acqmred Cézme.fe naval ba.fe at Tsmgma, by the efzd of 1900 z‘bere
were tmemy-ane '

Schlieper was idozznded ”"bde .fervmg o, fb"" Seymam- ax}’edztzaﬁ mzd wm'. R o

.emcmzted at the end of June 1900 10, tbe German Naval Hospital in Yoko- . -

bama. He. canva!afced there from 8 jm’y t 25 Augmt wben be. departed ﬁ,,, . . S

 Sanitavium in Germany. -
Schligper arganued s:bz: tmmiatzon af bz.r acmzmt as a ﬁt ta Admzm! S

" .{Sdmf'day, -0 sze}

'-Next morning’s hght showed us a stnkmg spectacle A crowd of Shlps Of L
every nanonahty and the newest types-of construction lay close around, our . - e
- nearest neighbour being the Russian armoured cruiser the Romcz, certamly S

' the most impressive example of her class in that mighty. fleet.

“As’a result of very dlsturbmg fhews from Peking, a meeting was’ helhcl on_:i_

board the flagship of the senior officer of the combined fleet, Vice-Admiral
Seymout, on the morning of June 9. No general resolution was arrived a¢,
~ but Vice-Admiral Bendemann on his own initiative ordered the remforce-:- o

N - ment of thie garrison at Tientsin by three hundred men for the followmg day. S
R Durmg the- night -however {9 Junel we received an: order to land the

" detachment @ once, a manoeuvte that in an anchorage llke Taka Roads is

- attended with con31derable dlfﬁculty It is a place where, in a dark mght,-'.' .
'.'lowermg, manning’ a.ncl equlppmg boats entatis an expenditure of great_

- trouble and exertion. _ : : G
The cause of tlus haste was bacl news: from the Legatlons at Pekmg, Who e
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besought instant help if i it was not. 0 be too late Thls unexpected srgnal B

. flashed from the flagship was the cause of no little confusion on board, in'the
" height of which howeveran order to stand fast tended to tranqullhse us—the -

supply of boats requItronecl from shore had proved insufficienit, We turned
. into sleep till dawn, but our rest was short, and I was awakened again to -
" hear the welcome words, ‘Signal from- the flagship — The combined- detalls R
o -for shore o land Wlth a weelc s supplres —~to leave at once in boats

| '{Szmday, IO]zme} R - .
A lively time. followed on. deck and evety other part of the shlp, and one.-_ L
~ constantly caught the exClamatxon, “This means Peking and ﬁghtmg the

" ‘Boxers.” How everythmg was finally got through all right I cannot tell to.

" this claY, I only know that on the stroke of nine I sheered off from the Hama}.'., 5

: _'wrth all the. boats, in command of the landing party, carrying in my. pocket

‘an order to steam up to Tientsin with all possible speed and: place myself

under. command -of- Post Captam Von Usedom wrth rhe other shore'

~detachments... o - T
. We ‘headed for the coast and as we crossed the bar came across ‘our. .
Commandant who ordered me to:go-on to Tongku. After a two-and-a-half .
hours passage we ran into the mouth of the Peiho, which is defended of’ each. L

I side by the renowned and menacing Taku Forts; from. this distance the ships .

- of our squadron looked no Dbigger than specks to the naked. eye. Chinese .. o

_:-.soldlers urged by curiosity came running down to- the shore as our long train

of boats passed. The same idea occutred. to most of us, that some day we

B _'mlgl'lt possibly find ourselves ﬁghtlng against these genitry and one. lmgered a

 for a.moment on the' thought. On the whole; however, ‘we prctured our - 7 -

_march to Pekmg as a -tolerably peaceful one and only contemplared. L
: '-_opposmon from the Boxers .. S - o
It was mrdday when I ancl my detachment reached Tongku where the' o

gun boat 1145 was anchored Here we at once set to work with high good will

" totraiisfer everything — stotes; ‘ammunition, water casks and baggage from B
~the boats to.the train drawn up in readrness for us, little arltlapatmg that i 1ts Lo
' carriages were O SEIVe us as our. lodgmg for a long whrle The espe Ctrve
- squads were told off to then: carriages, ‘which by the. way it may be men- S

“tioned were all s open and on niearer 1nspectlon left no room for doubt that up

“to the present time they had done duty as cattle-trucks, However there was -

We had about two hours to wait. before leavmg The two. hours ]ourney' o

-_,_nothmg extraordmary in tl‘llS, in war ‘one: looks upon thls sort of thmg as a' Co

_' © was begulled with llvely singing," and we reached Tlentsm abour half past o
four in the aftetnoon, Our. reception at the station’ was a- hearty one; the

| B Gerrnan re51dents greeted us. wrth cheers and by way of refreshment had---'-'
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. brought hundreds of bottles of most excellent beer to dtstnbute among the_ o

men. It was a most welcome draught for throats dry wrth the. burnmg sun .
and the dust of the journey . . N - » |
“We left a detachment of. sadors and marmers fromi the Irene at TIEI'IIISIn to .

* reinforce the guard that hdd arrived there a few days earlrer so that the -
.':German contrngent under Commander Kuhne of HIMS Ilm now conmsted"_-“-.f;_
- of 120 of all ranks. At the station a reflection of the agitation in the town =
- could be seen in evety face. Netther German officers nor crvrltans made any- S
sectet of their apprehensrons ancl all were: delrghted at our brmgrng rein-
. forcements, The station swarmed with Chinese who took careful note of our:"_' -
~ business and. urgency generally, with a cymcal smile or some contemptuous--l [
remark, We soon grasped the fact that our expedrtlon did not evoke much
o sympathy on the part of. the Chinese. ‘The station-miaster, for. 1nstance,
- declined to let us proceed — and it was only by commandeermg an engine,, . .
" ‘whose driver we bribed by the offer of high wages while we placed it under o
an armed guard of sailors, that we persuaded our gentleman we. were in _
" earnest about it. A lictle while: previously; however — and this gives an ideaof ..
- their insolence and fanaticism — an attempt had been’ made toteal up the .
rails i in our immediate neighbourhood so0-as to ‘hinder our-advance. Some . _
- -Englrsh sailors from the Endymion were promptly detached, who drove the "
~ Chinese off at the point of the bayonet and then cleared the station. of R
'- spectators After that we were not molested- at our: work any further o
- About half past five we were able to make a start; We left the klt-bags L
~ with some.of out own thmgs behind zt the station: As Admrral Seymour, the . -
leader of the. expedrtron had already left for Tientsin with the Engltsh'_-_ o
. cofitingent, we were ditected to joinhim. as: ‘quickly as. p0551ble and we- -
- hastened our departure all we knew. The three cheers We gave as we left the .
S station. were answered by a derrsrve shout from the’ Chmese, an tmmense o
" crowd of whom had collected near it. It was one rass of plgtatls as we Iooked o
" down at.it; and must have numbered thousands SR
~After this our train went. rattlmg on past towns. and vrllages hurrymg us
" on over the flat thrckly populated country. wrthout meeting any hindrance. -
“The engme drivers were. under the immediate ¢ eyes of. sallors seated on the =
~ tendér, who let. no movement escape them We soon carne dcross traces of -~ - .
" the Boxets. ‘The rebels had set fire to- thie wooden sleepers after dtenchmg o
~ them with. petroleum many were charred, and several still smoking.. The.-:_.:j..".. |
' drscovery warned us.to be on our guard but no further hmclrance was met - -
- with. In different places we passed camps of Chinese regular tIo0ps. These
‘were. tegiments of General Nieh's force, about 4000 men, who watched our _
-'-.progress wrth mdrfference ‘In explanatron I may observe. that they were"_.
e our very. good friends, for nominally: they had been'called out *:- -
" to oppose the Boxer hordes That we could see. by the threatemng looks of-..._ BTN
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the fi elcl-guns drawn out on the ﬂank of thelr posmons ready o resrst an -
- attack. The i xmpressron however was modified by the fact that the gunners,
" rifle in hand, were all peacefully asleep at their posts ‘and -only casually_
- aroused by the noise of the’ passing train, It did ‘not look as: if the camps -
feated the terrible Boxers much, and experience was to show us later pretty S
clearly that the regulars had secretly made common cause wich them.
It was seven in the evening when a halt was made, necessn:ated by the fact . o
of the English trains having stopped short near’ Lofa station. A broken
ra.rlway bridge was the obvious cause of their - delay. All the strength available
“had been utilised at.once towarcls making it passablé. Admital Seymour had .
i the train with him about a hundred Chinese labourers and a large'store of
axlway marerrals for the reparr of the lme our train too carned several loads' o
~ of sleepers. e : : _
' Captam Von. Usedom reported hlmself to the Adxmral who was obvrously' REEU
 gratified by our prompt arival. He 1mmed1ately allotted us 4 covered car-. _
riage ranking as a first-class which our senior- officers- could make their =~ 0
" sleeping quarters, for-ours was crowded An open camage | wrll not go the; Lo
length of callmg it.a cattle-truck — in the rear of the engine served usasa -,
. club: It formed an interesting study in itself, for club life here was certamly SRR
“most-original. At first we obsetved the- distinctions of rank and’ meaning as .

~ on board ship; but later on, when first the bread and then the Preserved meat NS g S

began to give out, evetythmg was thrown into the common stock and weaall . . |
_messed rogether The cellar was managed separately, and each man’s =~ o
“account entered to hitf1; but how this was done when, say, the alarm sounded -
“and our - good steward had to rush for his rifle, or when the order was givento
'~ fall in for the march, 1 wrll not venture precrsely to say; it mlght have served .
as a problem in the exammatron paper of a candrdate for one of the hxgher SRETEE
grades of finance. - - . o T o
We wete now to make our first brvouac and experxence our ﬁrst taste of .
camp cookery, for the men had not yet: had a hot meal A position was v b
selected for our bivouac close to the line: We had no tents; the menilayon .. . i
the water-proof sheets served out for the expethlon and they rolled them- = = "}
o selves in the: woollen blankets, for the nights’ were perceptlbly cold. The = - .= T
" moon shone down on a curious and intérésting scene — three long trams R
- surrounded by the bwouacs of dxfferent natronalrtres L

i

'.r-"““

{Manday, 11 _]mze} : S : Do S
- Our night’s rest was. not a long one. By { four ) clock next mornmg the coffee .
. had been made, and at seven. we proceeded on our wdy, stopping however,
‘now and again, to repair the line: This was effected qulckly by the Chinese
COOlleS who accompanied.us under the drrectron of civilian engineers, for the
Boxers had mostly only destroyed one. of the- two lmes of rall and the :
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N matenal of the other could be turned to the advantage of qutcker reparr The e
B joutney so far had been uneventful, when all at once at a ratlway—crossrng the
" Boxers’ cruelty and their inhuman rnode of warfare became. appatent to us. . o
“"Neat the tuins of a bumed down passenger ‘shed, the bodtes of four Chinese . ..
- railway officials were lying, ‘horribly mutilated. It was a. sudden glimpse of =
_ _'."wat in her darkest ‘colours, an unmistakable mdlcatlon of the way in which = .= -
* our prospective énemies did their work. Men’s faces grew pale and the blood_ L
froze in their veins, when: this first example of it met their gaze. The bodies -~ . R
" had been cut to pieces, the hands and feet hacked off and in one ‘case the - __
' heart had been torn out: Such would be our fate if we. were found thndecl e
- such the last trrbute of respect paJd When they came. across us Iymg dead on s
'theﬁeld' o : R o
Shortly after this we: reached Lofa where an Enghsh cletachrnent from the e _
L cruiser Endymion was left to fortify the station as a defensrve post after whlch-__ e
. we named it ‘Fort Endymion’. The destruction’ of the’ water tanks for the - =
.. engine was'a great hmdrance to our progress. At Lofa the statton bulldmgs S
© L were destroyed just as along part of the line we. had passed over, every
- passenger shed had been burned down: In the aftemoon we resumed our
_journey to Pekmg ‘The heat was troplcal and in the open carnages as time " |
" went on it 'was térrible, even aftér the men had rtgged up awnings-of plattedi RRE
- mats stretched over bamboo poles as a protection against the sun, Whenitis =~
- further considered how. closely they were crowded in the; trucks which were .
o packed in addition with stores, ammunition and baggage it is obvious their -
- _'posrtton was far from an: envrable one. In the course of the afternoon another. . i
train.came up | from' Trentsm, with 200 Russians and 50 French on board; a "~ :~ :
_ _welcome remforcement to our corps whlch now amOunted to 2100 of all_' PR

About six Od“’d‘ the engmes of the Ieadmg trams suddenly gave the |

_'whrstie agreed on as the signal of' alarm and we saw the English jump down .
in great haste and run forward to an adjacent wood. We' instantly repeated - - -
© the 31gnal and our companies. formed up together That from the Hanse got
. animmediate order to rush forward and clear thé wood of Boxers, whocould -~ -
" be'seen there in great numbers. The comipany was, mstantly drawn out and '
. the advance guarcl thrown forward with a party iy support - it was the ﬁrst_ L
- - attack we had ever: made and every heart beat a little faster. In a short time. -
Cowe got neéws from the rtght wmg that there had already been a brush with. i
the retreatmg Boxers .. e SRS CT

- Just as we got into the open, clear of the wood a couple of Boxers sprang :

i outof hrdmg close in front of the firing. line. I msrantly opened ﬁre on them o -
- from my left, by way of reminder. For a moment a strange feeling camie over .~
 me that I had for the first time the disposition of hfe and death, but it wasno =

. _-__-use thmkmg about it, it had to be and no one could doubt they were__- .



| enemies that we were deaImg wrth A sharp ﬁre followed and in a few e
- moments the first victim had- fallen the first. of many who were to followf_f '

" _"_hun ‘Then we pushed on across the open towards a group of houses where a
* strong force of Boxers had taken up. a position. The sun was near its setting -

- but the heat was still great. We rushed forward, eager to show. the rebels we .
~could stand no nonsense, and had no fancy to have ‘our journey stopped T

~'may ‘mention by the way that we ‘were still ignorant what amount. of

opposition we were to-meet from the Boxers, as well as’ how they were, arrned o

R _-or what tactics they would employ. - . S s
- In a long line, followed by the Hertha company in column 2s'a reserve —.'a_ -

section of which I now sent forward to support the left wing— 1 flung my force .

* against the enemy now acting on the defensive. We were all pretty. well

* exhausted - “the heat, the excitement. of our first’ engagement the. unac—_ ST

customed situation, otr hurned advance in heavy marching order, could not-
" fail to tell upon us — but we forgot all as we Wwaited to attack. In the nearer
-'_dlstance as we advanced by successive rushes, the fire grew hotter again, we

“could now see the’ enemy coming at us with-wild. gestures swmgmg thelr R

- spears, lances or swords about their. heads, and a few bullets fell quite near us.

. We often saw Boxers spring up into the air, execute a sott of war dance and

then drop to the ground and naturally supposed they had been h1t but when
‘we' got nearer and.could see them plainly, they proved only to have been.
: shammlng to make us believe they had been killed and s6 avert our. ﬁre :

This is the place to observe that the Boxers, by wearing a red turban aj" :

X scatf of sash; and gaiters of the same colour, formed a uniform of their own,'_-_ s

and that these distinctions in'a bad light and at a drstance might easily be -

mrstaken for that of the regular army. 1'was 500N tO be made quite easy’in ..
this case, for as 'we went on we found one of the fallen wearrng all the above-. =~ =

_mentioned badges but more convmcmg still the Boxer amulet, concealed in -
- a small breast pocket This amulet: consists’ of 4 vellow ‘card on whicha: .
sentence written in Chinese characters rans something like this: ‘Long live

the Marichu dynasty; down with the: forergn devils’. A badge stained with
 blood, tbough it is often only coloured with red pamt is particularly char-

~acteristic of them. This - amulet is to render the wedrer. invualierable. The

- . - common people beheved in the charrn and hence therr fear of these cruel .
. 'bands : o T - '
. When we had made a certamty of havmg organlsed Boxers 0 deal wrth
we fell back by our left towards.the railway, from which meanwhile a signal
of recall had been sovnded. We then saw: the rebels were: gathenng i the
next village, but following them fusther would have detained us too long, -

~and moreover the object of the ateack had been gained. The sun had already L

- set when, dead beat and raging wrth thll‘St we: regamed the train after our
first skrrmlsh : :
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Experxence had shown us: that at such a temperature men loaded with

" heavy packs could only advance very slowly, and the exertion needed to

" come up with the énemy was frightful. The sailot’s want of practice —forasa’ o
. matter of fact he is rarely called upon to fight on shore, and his. battlefield s -
" the sea ' had handlcapped us heavily. In subsequent engagements when SR

- possible, we- therefore left our packs behind . .

. About exght in the evening we. resumed our. slow ]Oumey, but soon -

- -SEOPPed again and bivouacked .. . The day j just over, with our first action and .:' o
- unaccustomed exertions in the tremendous heat, followed by the now -
constantly recurting. expectation of a nighe attack; kept my nerves pretty .

* well on the scretch. Rest on the railway ernbankmetit was out of the « ques-

' tion, ‘evety moment 1. seized my field glasses fancymg I.had seen a Boxer o o
- creeping steadily towards me. But the Chinese were afrald of ev11 splnts in I

the dark, and I may say we were never molested by our enemies at night,

False alarrs induced by single shots at the outposts’ often occurred but we .

- were sPared real attacks ot assaults when we: bwouacked .

; {Tz;e.fday, 12 _]zme}

Our progress. towards Langfang was very slow Here agam we found great_f

. destruction both,of the station and the line. We hoped to get' thrOugh with - S

. the repairs quickly, but as time passed the mtschxef proved far greater than we. N

" had unagmed Wateting the engines enta.tled very hard work for the water- - S
* ‘tower was completely wrecked, and we company. officers 'went out'in the
" afternoon to look for wells in the village which had been deserted by the - "
inhabitants. We searched it thoroughly with our revolvers cocked andina .
- small courtyard came tipon a ctipple ctawlmg about on all fours, who' began L
_ makmg signs to express his helplessness before we got nedr him. The poor =~
creature, who could only go on his hands and knees like an animal, had been

*left behind'at our mercy. On out assuring him that all we wanted was t0 be
-shown water, he crawled with-a beaming face to.a well, took a bucket and .

~cord, and dtank a first draught of water to prove we need have no fear of L
- poison.. This was 2 most acceptable d1scovety In the dwellmg house on'the "+
- same prermses we unéarthed:two old women of seventy whom the Boxers had

 equally left to their fate. The lot of the aged, the sick and crxpples who were

- left to look after themselves was a hard one. T can still see the poor ‘wornen
- shakmg thh fnght as they assured us they knew nothmg of the Boxers™ -
- movements. We found plenty of fowls, pigeons and eggsmthe out-buﬂdmgs S

= _ but could not find it in our hearts to take anythmg away with us, rhough Oul.' . I

- stomachs were begmnmg to develop quite a craving for fresh.meat. =
. Our httle reconnaissance had attamecl its ob]ect in the discovery of a good'; T
: well On’ our retum 6 the trains, with the news of dtmkmg water havmg —

- _been found a great exodus towards the wllage took place'
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In the course of the aftemoon a messen ger from the Amencan Legatxon in

- '-_E_Pekmg brought news that- the advance of our: expedition had ptoduced a

tumult in the city. He also gave information about the condmon of the gates.
“at Peking ‘and the. best way to attack them. The Ggﬁon ‘company uncler

_ 'Lteutenant Weniger was. detached here, as. that ‘of the English cruiser
""_'Endymzm had been at Lofa to put the- tallway bulldmgs at Langfang in'a
" defensive’ COl’lCllthﬂ so as to form a strong- post and also to ensure. com-

- munication with our rear. This was done in ‘the promptest and most

~ ‘workmanlike manner, which made it a pleasure to see the Gefion’s men at
- their task. By way .of a change the sailors were now promoted: mastet-
. masons; the machine guns were mounted on t.he water-tower and the roofs,
- whence they commanded the surroundmg plam ‘while by means of a hastlly
-+ constructed. banquette the guniiers were enabled to offer an effectlve fire: to
- the approachmg enemy. This block- house was at once namecl ‘Fort Gefion’.
~ To. our extreme. satisfaction a train’ conveymg stores arrived today from
* Tientsin; it brought drinking water in. blg earthén jars, ‘and also a large
' 'number of straw rhats. of the sort used’ for rooﬁng the trucks as. alreacly
described, The artival of this consxgnment ‘especially of the. dnnkmg water,
- was hailed with great joy, for the need of i itas well as of some, lrttle change of
- food had alreacly become apparent. o
For the first time in the night that followed there seemod a falr chance of
rest. T slept magnlﬁcently on the hard carriage seat; I'could not have done.

 better in the train de.Juxe from Cologne to Berlin. And yet this ‘was nothmg--

"~ in reality but an ill-forméd goods train that could not move because the
o _smful Chmese had carned off the rmls in ftont of 1t'

___'(Wednardczy, ¥ 3 jzmq} . :

" The repaits of the line at Langfang were: reckoned at about three days work

: Wl'll(‘.l‘l suggested to us to sertle down comfortably The inadequacy of the '

~_water supply, however induced supreme- authotity to send one train back to
- 'Yangtsun and our own to Lofa o fill the engines; boilers a.nd water casks . .

" When we had completed our water-supply at Lofa we. steamed back- to

.;._Langfang, but found plenty of work sptang up before us on. the way. Six

erucks of our apparently over-long train ran off the metals, ancl instead of
- getting in to camp we had to t01l up to two o dock in the morning getting.

them on the track again. At one time our men were workmg with Russidn
- sailors and T feel bound to say what caprtal labourers they are, ‘and. how
o wrllmg to tackle their work. ‘When my men’s task was finished they sﬂently
“went off to another Spot to help there;: without waiting for orders — a fine.

o example of zeal and ‘devotion to duty Of the Russian sailots on. thrs expe-

- dition I have nothmg but praise to offer. Jt was: enormously tiring. work
gettmg the trucks on the tallS agam A blue-jacket cannot. be farther frorn




'- _"'anythmg in the way of trammg than rallWaY Work though I venture to SaY N

- ‘with some pnde that his business is to be able to do anythmg, and that he L o

- can do it too, when he comes across 1t

{szmdczy, I 4 Jane}

. Asalonger stay in Langfang had now proved necessarY, the Order was. glve n L

~ for washing clothes this forenoon at the village near by, in the wells spoken -
_ of above. As'a precautionary measure I left the section of my company that ~

. was on. guard on the embankment under arms, dnd went myself to.the

 village to see that all was right. As I.was returning, when I was a couple of =
hundred yards from the railway, I heard the sound of shots in front of me e
- near Fort. Geﬁon, which increased in numbers- till they became a volIey Ik

 was plainly a sudden assault. I sounded the alarm, and senit miessengers. back R
. into the village to call all the men in, then ordered the company to take upa -
. position on the embankment while the rest of the men, ‘part of them Ieavmg a

o thett washing behind, hurried up and fell'in as quxckly a8 poss:ble T
Several hundred Boxers had suddenly attacked Fort Gefion, but had, been A

received with an energetic fire by the- Geﬁan s men from the machine guns

~ ‘mounted ‘on the station tank. A shore. but exceedmgly sharp fight had -
- ensued, in which the Boxers displayed: wonderful _courage and . a fanatical =

' contempt of death., They advanced at a slow pace under the murderous fire

- of our men, though they were only armed with swords, spears and’ knives:

- Eighteen Boxers were: killed in' this affair, the brunt of whlch fell on
'Lteutenant Von Krohn's section, and was thonously tepulsed '

" Today, alas! we had to mourn our ﬁrst dead, As the Boxers. adfaHCe d to: L

- ".the attack’ they came across a picket of five Italians who had 1 not time torun’ -
" in to their train. [ cinnot undertake to say whether the outpost had been -
forgotten to be withdrawn, ot “whether the fault lay in the train not. havmg'

o been sufficiently closed up, but briefly these unfortunare Itahans suddenly - o

. found themselves without support and surrounded by some hundreds: of

- Boxers. They sold their lives dear, firing. away their ammunition to the last. '.

- cartndge and then fell mto the power. of the cruel brutes who llterally cut - -
.. _them to pieces. P x R _ =
In the afternoon news came that Lofa statlon, or to. call it by tts most'

' _"recent name Fort Endymlon had been attacked by a large force of Boxers; .

* Admiral Seymour at once proceeded to the thteatened point with: No 4, the

- -French and English train, and. sticceeded i in amvmg in time. Here agam the
strorigest’ ptoofs of an. almost incredible contempt: of death, ‘phack- and L
- fanaticism were shown, for in this case- also the enemy. w1thout fitearms st
ventured to attack a strong posmon defended by. machine guns and. modern’ - .
. repeating rifles. The result was a complete victory over the enemy, who- took .
Lo ﬂlght leavmg 200 dead behmd them Several standards and two old o
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guns were taken, and No 4 train was recerved on 1ts return towatds evenmg R

w:th cheers. Its carriages were hung with trophtes

.~ Sunset brought us a sad duty, the burial of our ﬁrst dead, the Itahans who =
: had fallen at the outpost. The bodies had been laid in the engine shed at the -+

station, and the ; graves dug i in front of it. The whole force was paraded and-

- arms presented by a guard ‘of honour composed of men’ of the different
natlonahttes, aftef ’Wthh the unfortunate victims were laid in- the grave' e

- whilst prayers were offered by the Enghsh naval’ chaplam who accomparued AR
- the expedltton It was a very affectmg scene = _many | must -have asked . - ] -

~ - themselves the question, Shall I too soon, be laid to my last rest? Some men . -

turned faint and had to be led away . . . Our Italian comrades had given thetr_ B

: y0ung hves for. theu' country in the steadfast performance of thelr duty

{Fmday 1 5 ]mze}

- With the ob;ect of safeguatdmg the work on the Ime and if p0551b1e pro- SR
~ curing some cattle in’ the v:llages the cofnpanies from ‘the Hertha and - .

: Kaz.ferzfz—Azxgmm received orders to search those on the left of the: rarlway ;

" Both companies retutned in the afternoon havmg prosecuted the1r search. .-
. through seven villages in all, but without coming in touch with the enemy, o
- who had withdrawn before them. They brought back fi ive interesting spe- c
" cimens of ﬂags and several weapons, 4s well as some cattle and two prisoners. B
o Today my . company was not ernployed but I was told in the evemng for -
- certain that we should’ have sumiar work to ‘do on the gext [day]. - o
At the council held this afternoon it was decided to apportion’ the trams: SRR

2Mong. the- nationalities. This had the result of hnkmg Captaln Chagm and"'ﬁ_' _
~his 300 Russmns with the German detachments, as from the first a great.

- sympathy  had been eStabhshed between us and. the Russians. Captam_-'-'
- Chagin, who spoke: German fluently, was an espec1ally congenial person- U g
_ ahty, his fine figure and his fnendly manner w;ll be remembered by everyone_-_ A

Who took part in the exPedttron : . _ .
That evening I received the followmg order to réturn w1th my . company R

on a ballast. train, and restore communication with Ttentsm Where the

" longer gaps occurred on the line: we were .to ‘transfer. stores, ‘water and.'_j

- despatgches from trains, presumably sent out from Tientsin; to my. train No. .

5 and thus to provxde the expedxtton W1th the much needed supphes S

. {Satzrrdgy, I 6 ]zme}

~ As.early as three oclock am, -the Hanga c0mpany had been roused and_-_.
. entrained in No. 5, which was provisioned for a two day’s trip and’ filled
. up with rzulway matenal and Chrnese coolies. An Enghsh tatlway engtneer
~also accompamed the train as superlntendent of repais . .The engines . .

and tenders carned marksmen prepared at any pomt to ﬁre upon chance e
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'"_Boxers found desrroymg the hne, _and off we Wenr in the dlrecuon of A

- Tientsin.

Lofa was soon reached and durmg a short halt employed in em}::arkln‘g RN

o . the wounded I 'was able to get a sight- of the battle field of two days back. - o

“From the station roof 2 crowd of dead Boxers’ could be seen lymg on the field -

. in front their scarlet badges shrnlng in the glarrng sunlrght Thete were from o
" 150 t0.200 of these who, with the courage of superstition and delusion, had

" ventured to advance under the direct fire of machine guins of the newest = -
~ _pattern, The sight will long remain in- my memoty.. Proceedrng hence:

towards Tientsin we came upon the first damaged bit of the line, which only B B
- delayed us a short time. Further on, however, we found such havoc in front =~ -
- of us that I ]udged it necessary to report to Admiral Seymour chat it would

i ':‘_:"undoubtedly requrre two days, with only the force at'my. disposal; to carry_'f:: e

. out the xepairs: I therefore asked: fot a ‘reinforcement to enable me to'get
- through it qurcker Proceedmg, or miore correctly speakmg retrogradmg,

" further, we found a partly decomposed body, already completely stripped of . .
its clothes, which we presumed to be-that ef a Chinese’ messenges. carryxng_'-' HENCRERT

_despatches for Tientsin who had| been captured and murdered at this point..

- In Langfang meanwhile the- apportionment of the separate nationalities . -~
among the. trains had been proceeded with, and ‘it had been resolved ata
: . Council of War to abandon the-march on Pekrng, and. begm a retreat; as the' R
e line was out. both before and behmd Conﬁrmed in this - dechIOn by my_ o |
~ message, Admiral. Seymour ordered the “evacuation of Langfang station, TR

" while he himself ran down to mine on his.own ttain.to assure. hlmself per- - .

- sonally of the: condltron of the rarlway and to encourage usat our work wrth L

- his presence '

.. Before the Enghsh train arrrved we: ha.cl n0t1ced Boxers collecrmg inthe
B vrllage nearest us on the left of the line in great numbers. With huge thrée-
. cotnered banners in front, they marched into.the vrllage in. smgle file, therr S
o spearss, long knrves and other unsheathed Weapons. ghttermg in the sun. -
- More and fmore followed, and soon the ﬂags were ﬂoatmg over the roofs of

 the little ‘mud: houses. Our gentlemen, however, seemed to have no. parti- -

o cular wish to come to' blows and' did nor drsturb us i our torlsome Iabour T

" Whilst I'was. keeprng a Iook out on the movements of the enemy, pre- S ‘

e '-pared in'a general way for a possrble attack by a fanatrcal mob, the enging .

- driver suddenly informed me he was running, shott of water and must return -

to. Lofa for it, as there was none to be had in rhe 1mmedrate nerghbourhood o
" Those thirsty locomotlves again! What was to be done now? Should 1 ..

- withdraw with the train in the face of the enemy ]ust establlshed in the -

. village hard by, leavrng the whole day s work at the mercy: of the Boxers; o :
. should I send back the train — or the engine only - to, Lofa, and Wrrh my

'company unprotected in: the open, _mamtam the patch of ground we. had e
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I

__ -occupred agamst a force in any case far exceedmg minein numhersD Whrlst I -
_was debating the matter, a train steaming in from Lofa helped me out of my .. &
difficulty. It was a French patrol engaged in keeping the line open between = |

- us and the other stations. On my proposition the French’ captain gaveme a.

 party of blue-]ackets as a reinforcement, in consequence of which I dec1ded w0

'send the engine back to Lofa to take in water, whilst I remained on the scene -

- of out work, With this addition to my strength Ishould be able to withstand . - i E

o _ an attack from the Iarge body. of Boxers, and on the other hand, need have e

. no fear of the long day’s wotk being destroyed. The French train and my
engine then ran back to Lofa, while the French officer with rmhtary precrslon-:". :
 reported. himself and his. detachment under my orders ' B

. We now. watched closely for any: further movement of the enemy, who' S

- was entering the village tapldly in large chvrsrons Meanwhile he seemed to - .

* have no disposition to attack us or our ‘work; the fact of invulnerabilicy =~
‘ 'appeated to have becorne less of a certainty as time went on, “What goodin . S
~ fact is the strongest faith on the part of other people when one doesmot -}

" oneself come to life agam aftér béing shot? That is really the chief. thmg
. 'Before sunset the engine came back from Lofa and’ my train thus regamed o

| -'moblhty ‘When it grew. dusk the French train also. took - away its detach-

- _ment, for whose support 1 expressed my best thanks: t0.-its captain, Afew

- days dater I met him again in melancholy circumnstances on the hospxtal boat. - I T
This evenmg another messenger teached Langfang from the Legatlons, S

with the report that matters were growmg still worse: and 1mplor1ng instant

. aid. The situation was “certainly fio enwable one for Admiral Seymour. .

Inﬂuenced by the gallant detetmmanon to cazry help to the sorely- pressed’ B i
. _Legatrons ‘with-all possible expedmon he found obstacles ‘increasing as he
- ‘went on, and at the least, still more pressing drfﬁculttes were to be antici-

- pated in the future. To this was now added the féeling of bemg cut off from

- -_Txentsm and of havmg to renounce any hope of support from it elther ln the B

. form of troops or ammuaition, The ‘whole Boxer movement, as was soonto -

‘become clear to us, had suddenly acqurred vast dtrnensrons and seemed to;_ _. '
' spread from place to place like wild fire. S = S

~ On his arrival at the scene of my wotk Admtral Seymout }udged thlS S

o damage t0 the line not so great as he had supposed from my report. and that S
~ of the engineers wrth me. He thought we should be able to reach Tientsinin
- three days. This supposition, comibined with. the repeated petltrons forhelp

- '-from Peking, induced him to réscind the order for the retreat and once more -

- to occupy the statrons of. Lofa and Langfang Facts- proved later that my -

| pessimistic impressions on the condition. of the wrecked line were unfortu-""_ o

o - nately . correct. Happlly no further dlﬁ‘iculty arose. from this - repeated_.__:"- .
- alteration of plans as the events.of June 18 were later to show. As to the

B reparrmg Work we went on dorng our best to get through wrth it
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The mght now approachmg proved once. more a qulet one; we were not

. attacked as we had imagined we should be from the-large. gathermg of

' : Boxers in the vrllage, but naturally a very sharp watch was kept on 1t

', _{Szmday, 17 jzme} . R
. Earlyin the rnormng our work of reparatron was resumed wrth all the forces '
o we could muster. Henceforward the commanding officer of the American’

N detachment Captam McCalla, assumecl its direction. It would be wrong for

"me to omit the mention of this gentleman’s name, for he won the highest

- credrt throughout the dlﬁ‘icultles in whrch the expedltlon was 50 constantly

involved. Those: who learned to kniow can never forget him, nor how always

' in advance of his'men; his tifle on his shoulder, he gave his orders with a

" -cheery face and that inestimable qualrty, humour, as quietly and delrberately

- a8 if he were ofi parade supermtendmg the: repairs with smgular judgment.

" He could: always make sure of everyons, ‘under the influence of his unvarymg "
- _-genlahty, bemg ready to go with him: through thick and chin. -
o+ -Asit was. considered advisable to eject the Boxers from our immediate
- vicinity T received: orders from Admital Seymour through his flag-captain

' __]elhcoe, o drslodge those who had -entered the nerghbourmg vﬂlage the

- | . previous evening. The project gave. general satisfaction; one could see in both-
- officers and men what pleasure this ‘morning. parade’ excrted Limmediately
o forrnecl the company in’column for ‘the attack, and ordered the leadmg

. '. right ﬂank

section to assault the vd.lage in front whrle I drrected the tear one upon 1ts

Before we started Captam ]elllcoe had three shots from. the mne—pounder

_'-'mounted on the front carriage of the Enghsh train thrown into the village.

. They wete very well difected and fell crashing wpon the roofs of the mud
‘houses; throwmg up a great cloud of dust and ‘smoke; When the firing
- ceased ‘the otder to storm was given, and the attack began i the manner 1

 had arranged Frre 'was 0pened upon the Boxers ‘as.'soon - as they hecame
- visible, especrally on the bolder ones who were engaged in setting fire to the
o _houses These good people might as well have left it to us, and we took the
. business off. their hands : very wrllmgly, only we wanted just a word with

- them in. addrtlon This they seemed less inclinied for, and on our further

o -_-advance many of them fled into the open country, and-only a patt took up a.
L posttron on. the rrght srde of the village to oppose us. These, however, chd not
. long resist the increasing fire of the ﬁankmg patty, but slowly retired:

“The two remammg sections :now pressed into.the vrllage to search and

s _clear it of Boxers. Therr ‘big banners still ﬂoated over several roofs, that js

~ theit long poles were still standmg uprrght in the coortyards towermg over
. the roofs of the low mud houses. : - :
Most Chmese vrllages present some appearance of fottrf ication, the houses




56 ' - o B Chlna 1900

| betng built to touch each other along the outer. 51de of the c1rcurnference or o
else the circle is completed by means of mud Walls connécting them. One or
L two breaks in thts form the only entrances to a village, and these too can be -

-~ quickly. closed in defence. Every house i in sucha place formis a small defenswe o
- post in- itself, as each is surrounded by a wall of mats. :

Expenence has shown that in'searching such a localtty all superv151on or
- direction of troops is lost; and this danger was especially encountered in these -
. Chmese vrllages Each, house had to be taken separately and searched. The S
- men naturally soon got to know the best way of brealung down fences and

| forcrng doors. ‘At first it was rather anxious work stepping into. the clarkness

" of the rooms after breakmg down the entrance, but gradually they gotto /-

" fdce the idea of a blow or a shot ﬁ‘Ol’l‘l hidden Boxers quite steadlly However " |

" we so0n ascertaisied here that the entire hive had been deserted, unless we

were to count the opposition of the feathered folk. These were left behmd o
. Such consideration for our poor empty stomachs was a truly beautlﬁll traitin
- the Otl'lerWISC cruel character of ‘the. Chmese for which we' thanked him

~ heartily when the time came for the consumptior of out bOOty Besides this - -
theéy Had left a young Chmese woman, who was temporarlly placed under
. guard w1th the: ob]ect of gaining information from her. :

After we had searched the entire v1llage house by house, we turned for a.
whtle 16 the con51derat10n of our own well being and * ‘sweptup a erifleortwo
in various yatds Asa result a tremendous cacklrng atose, and our. gallant
seamen were sho_ttly to be seen marchrng gaily and grinning; as they caried

one of more spemrnens of the fair. featheted race uader: their arms, Jn- one o

‘house that seemed to have been used as a store, we founid a quanttty of atms, .
and among them some very anttquated preces, as well a5 a gun’of ante- e

- diluvian pattern and dlgmf' ed age. In- accordance with Admiral Seymour’s .-
-'_'__ﬁ_'orders every house in which arms or stolen: ratlroad materral was, drscovered o
'was Set on fire The eénemy had been stéadily retreatmg, so fire was soon'set

' toit, and now nothmg rmore was to be done except to clear out the vﬂlage S

| -'__.and commandeer its: supplles Five Boxers altogether were krlled in thts

'. .""affalr while we “had not one wounded _ Lol
" In the afternoon we went on with’ the trams as fat as the ratlway bndge on .
this side of Yangesun station. Te was to be our last halt on the line; fora- ..

. MoNsStrous destruction not only of the brndge which was harclly teparable

-but of the pérmanent way beyond, pronounced the unwelcome decree, “Thus

far and no farther.” No more rapid work inthe dtrectton of Tientsin was to be
thought of how. Admiral Seymour was able to convince himself of this when '

"he had gOne down the line accompamed by a detachment of fi fty men The S

" havoc was so complete that the co—operatlon of regulat troops already o

. suspected had to be accepted as.a certainty . .
- At nine ¢ dock n- the everung ‘the’ sernor ofﬁcers of the dlfferent _




The Seymour Exped1t1on | 57 S

' 'natnonahtles and also my ]umorshtp of the German contlngent present were .

bidden to a Council of War, I assrsted at it in the dlmly hghted raulway_-'

* carriage with the represeptatives of the various nations, and had to record my----” o
 vote on the question, What next? I thought Admital Seymour very nervous ;-
and unstrung; it was only t00 obkus he must be carrying a load of care, for -+
hrs optimistic opinion on. the questlon of repalrmg the hne had dlsappeared DA

with the day’s events, S . B
“Admiiral Seymour pomted out to us the general snuatlon naturally far :

o from favourable — showed from it that we could neither advance nor retire,. o
. and that obwously if we were again to abandon Langfang and the reoccupied -
stations it advance of where we stood, i a very brief time everythmg there

“would be desrroyed also, and then all that had been gained in.the seven days

" would be completely lost. He asked the opinion of each officer. of the dif- o
- fereiit nationalities. Good advice was scarce. We all entlrely agreed about S

. .'_dlspatchmg a messenger to Captam Von Usedom. w1th djscretlonary powers

" to hold. Langfang station: if his supphes allowed' him to do'so: An endeavour - e
~would be made to send him further provisions from this Yangtsun district, - Lo
= Immedlately after the council, at which it was clecxded to requisition: supplles R
next day in ‘the said- dlSt[‘lCt an - Enghsh oﬁ~ cer.was sent on a trolley to .
- Langfang to carry the order to- Captain. Von Usedom. Meanwhlle in Lang-"" .

~fang the station had been reoccupied, and furcher reconnaissances made in’

. the direction of PEklﬂg, which established the facts of the prosecutton of L

: extenswe damage and the presence of strong. patrols of: Chmese cavalry

. {Mandczy 18jme} : : : _ . |
I received orders for my company to patrol the lme i the dtrecnon of

- _-Tlentsm and with this object sent Licutenant. Rohr there with a patty, | while
- the rest of my mien were ordered to work at the repairs: From the railway =~
~ bridge thls officer noticed a junk employed in embarking railway sleepers. -
o When he got near and shouted to them to stop. she slipped hastily away, -
" upon which he opened fire ‘upon the Chmese Lieutenant Rohr very rightly I
: 3c0n51der1ng that the’ possession of transport for our expedition would beof - .

- &reat value. He knew quite well that the idea of abandoning the railway and -

. recovering - touch with Tientsin by way of the river had -already been:

. favourably entertained. As the expedition was unprov1ded with vehlcles, and'__"" e

had simply been cut off on a railway journey, boats would eventually remain | - -
- its only ‘means of transport ‘How useful the acqunsmon of these junks "~ -

- .' * became we were t0 experience, later. Farther up, on some boats anchored_-_-- L
R halfway under the bridge, Lieutenant Rohr observed several. Boxers  all - | .
. appareitly engaged in haulmg railway matenal After a short opposttron- T

 four junks were.taken, on board which were “found -divers. weapons, a -
_'_._srandard and the well known red badges of the Boxers Altogether fourteen .
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..~ under the bridge and a guard placed over them.

- of these lost thelt Ilves dutmg the capture of the- ]unks aH of whorn'
" apparently were mtendmg to escape in them. The boats were then brought

. .About half-past nine in the evening the other trarns ran up to ours at ¢ the
- _brldge of Yangtsun A very important event had happened {Captam Von
~Usedom, while executing orders to retreat from Langfang, was_attacked by

. “ Boxers - and Chinese regular troops. The enemy was repulsed arid fled.

B -"-Ya.ngtsun ¥

. Captain Von Usedorn abandoned Langfang and Lofa and retreated to

© . Thus; that evening all the trains were umted agam at Yangtsun, and all
8 the long days of hard labout spent in turmng the statlons into. fornﬁed posts

. were wasted by the destructive fury of an enemy now- consrstmg no‘longer —
o the bitter truth had been forced upon us by this single stroke — of bands of

. methods to the use of modern firearms:

~ ‘Chinese robbers only, but of Imperlal troops also drllled by European

o It was by extraordinary good fortune that after the attack of today all’ the
" trains were enabled to join the main body in the evening. How easily damage
) might have been done to- the line at. any point between Langfang - and.

- Yangtsun; it would 1nev1tably have occasioned a dangerous ¢heck to. their

" return and the different- divisions would have found themselves in a very

B difficult - situation. if the.. attack had been tenéwed. -However, all - the

_nationalities ]omed forces in a comparatrvely short time at Yangtsun where :
_the whole force - numbermg altogether about 2100 — were assembled on’
the. evernng of June 18. It was the’ ﬁrst wet:. day the expedmon had’
,encountered and the most unpleasant c1rcumsrances accompamed it. How"
o were we. to protect ourselves, from the rain? The carriages of the German

' troops were almost all open, so the men crept underneath them, but that: drd

- not answer long, for soon a very perceptrble drlp came through the seams of '
. the flooring of the trucks. = : o
~ We bad no tents and it proved a. most unenvrable mght The Hamcz

o company in partrcular got lietle sleep, for-we had the ‘watch at the Tientsin

o end of the train. An especially sharp look-cut had to be kept on both sides,

" for here the embankment was bordered by a swamp. Hence it was ot

~ possible to. throw out vedettes in advance of the outposts, and every moment

. we had to be ready for . an atrack by the Imperial troops who might have

.teassembled and, possﬂ:oly Strengthened by a further contingent, have fol—

. lowed us.up. Now and. again a shot in the dlrecnon of the outlymg prckets‘

= of Yangrsun did not tend to soothe our tempets. = -

" bore witnéss to the existenice of great nervous excitement; evén the calmest.
" nerves would become suddenly conscious of Chmese hldmg in the hedges
: -_Wlth the abject of wading in through the swamp Shots too n the dxrecuon

But tonlght agam passed wrthour an attack the ewl spmts apparently:
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'_'scarmg the regulars also, of. perhaps todays remmder at Langfaug had_u._.._'

" setved temporatily to keep the. Chinese out of our way. This mght a vast

I glow was visible in the direction’ of - Ttentsm where w1thout our knowl-.-"__.'*'--}".5'___:._ L
" edge hard. fighting had been proceedmg since’ the previous day. How =

: _should we know it?’ We were. entrrely cut off- from hews of even rumour;

e were, as they say, hke ras in trap, and one that could not have been'. T

‘better set. -

| ._ 7 Tz;&rday, 1 9 ]zme}

. "The nineteenth of _]une broke gloomlly ona snuanon ahke gloomy A
addirion,’ deprrvauon of all kinds ~ bad’ food, bad water, and wretched =
- .__'quarters ~had by this time joined the wet weather in our despite. At first our

" many dlscomforts had been laughingly -met, but after a full ten days passed : e

. ‘in ‘the country in the midst of unexpected ha.tdshlps - we had expected to N

_ have beeri in Pekmg three days ago — by this time, men gradually grew sick

" of it. Anyone in command: thinks less constantly about his sufferings and
- privations as he is contmually asking himself how he can do the best forhis- -

men, so that' many a renunciation has left ‘only a sltght lmpressmn onmy .

L ._:mmd and I should not find it easy to say what we all had to g0 without, But' RIS

o Ido know one thing and I will state it plainly- here; ‘we suffered much; we. o
© ' ‘endured mcredtble privatiofis, we were; tormented by hunger and thlrst ima. oo

wiy I never can forget. How could one’ I'eStl‘aln men when at last, raging . :

. with thirst, they plunged into. the foul stream of the Peilio and drank its’

- water, muddy and. Jmpure as’ it was from the bodtes of . men and animals

' purposely thrown into it by our ‘enemies? It is true- every third than cartieda. .

- ~_small chatcoal filter, but who was to ensure the warer bemg always filtered

. 'Properly’ It cannot be-denied that we were- exposed to f“ghtf“l hafds}ups.f' R
. .and unexpected suffermg of all kinds whtch we certamly had never 1maglﬂ9d

. we should have to face when we. set out .

A council of the. united commanchng ofﬁcers under the prestdency 0{_. Sl

. Admiral Seymour decrded on quitting the trains and retreating with_ the o

force. along the Pelho, on which, in the four captured junks, the srck and'.; R

" wounded, somé guns, ammunition, provisions, and, baggage were to be 1 -

" transported downstréam. Only absolute necessxtres were (o be taken wrth us, o
* no useless ballast. o : : -

Before the councd sa.t, our comrades Who had fallen in the engagernent of 5':

the previous day were carried to-their last resting place:. It was a moutnful o '_ |
D ';-__i.ﬁ.meral with no mound or ctoss to mark-the spot -where a falthful soldrer:"_‘_ L
- who had diedfor his countsy had been laid inn the cold earth Wedarednot

- do anythmg, fot- even the dead were niot. suffered to rest’ ‘by the: terrtble o L

~ hordes surrounding us. They would have rathlessly dug up the graves and" - . SR

_ | murllated the bOdleS —we had already hea.rd of SUCh cases. So we COuId Only o Do
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| carefully note. the place where a comrade was slaid to rest 50 that later after .

the war was over, a better tomb might be arranged

o After the holdmg of the council we at once began to unpack the trams and o |
- load up the four praams. An 1clea of the. condition of things in such E3 boatf_“'_,

" may be conceived when it is considered that one small vessel had toserve for - -

R the supply, catalogued above, of 500 men. That the vessels were srnall is -
" obvious, as the Peiho at this point is about the size and volume of the Ruhr. -~}
-_Each boat was under the command of a lreutenant whose appomtmem: Was REEEE I

not an enviable. one

The work of unloadmg was concluclecl about four 0 clock and we took a oo

g _:' sad leave of our carriages which, however lictle of the- ‘poetry of life they--' B

o I’I‘Ilgl’lt have afforded, had provnded us wrth a.shelter for ten days beneath-"'
- which we. had led a highly ongmal llfe It was with sad, hearts that we threw .

~ all our trophres of war inte the stfeam — the large standards, the. cunous.'- o

~ weapons, all the plunder with which our carriages-had been hung, all hadto

be sacrificed. Most of them were thrown into-the river that they mlght ot
fall a second time into the hands of the’ enemy The ground near the trains

- looked really charmmg, everywhere lay chests: and cases, artlcles of clothing, L

'_travellrng trunks, strewn prornlscuously around. How' could it be helped? : __

- . The men had. already enough to carry with their arrns and ammugition; -
" everything eise was left behind, without = horyibile dictsi = a single schedule of - -

~thelost property being issued. By half past four we were ready to masch, that. - : RS “
| isto sail, away. The order for today's march was:, Englrsh in' front, rhen' '

- -',French Americans, and Russians, with us Gérmans as reatguard . . o
It was an rnterestmg nrght when the motley column, united for the ﬁrst'_ o

tlme as a single corps, moved off. The advance was slow, for the boats, S
* praams as the sailors call them, grounded every now and again owing to therr_- R

" heavy lading; and could only be got off with great exertion. Unfortunately, B _
this. always caused-an inveluntary delay, and" we wanted t6 reach Tientsin as e

qtuckly as possible. Now for the first time 100, the columin was in the open

countty; no defensive post was Iéft us, whether in the: shape of a fortified

i “station or a tram Weapon{S] in hand but shelterless we had a hOStlle land

_'a_touncl us. ' - : T T
-+ Wehad not proceeded far when the Boxers poured in from all sldes fo the_.- RPN S
' deserted trains and began plundenng them, We coulcl see them with the .. .~

~ naked eye searchmg one carriage after anothet, no doubt shoutmg with

~“delight; then in a'moment the whole brotherhood ‘was -out again on the =

S plain. The Chinese have a wonderﬁal faculty for concealmg themselves The .

' total ‘want of cavalry in:our force was naturally very obvrous on- thrs AR

~.occasion.; . . -. .
- After our sunple supper ‘was eaten and. all the mlssmg courses- had been. e
L unagmed we: ﬂung ourselves on Oul' couches whrch I on thls occasron drd in




~our commandant’s tent as it was not possrble to get my baggage out of the:: @ .

| .' - praam. 1 was well frozert too in the tent, for beyond.a handkerchlef andthe. .

. list of my company I had nothing to serve as a counterpane. ‘Howéver, I'slept o

very well, only: the next _motning my hrnbs ‘pained me 4. “good deal at.the . - -

* " delightful momeit of being called, on account of the hardnéss of my bed.

' There had been a heavy dew in the rught anda fnghrﬁﬂ coughmg aH round' : o o

o accompamed the unwelcome notes of the bugle

L _{Wednejday, _20 _]zme}

' The twentieth of June was ushered in by a sad duty Two Enghshmen _. o

'severely wounded had. succumbed during | the. mght, and before the march

was: resumed we had to buty. them on the river bank. Tt'was 4 sad scene—no -
music, no pageant, only a short prayer by the. Enghsh naval chaplain’ and S

* then the poor sufferers were laid in their early grave whilst a guard of honour .
~_provided by the differerit natronahtles presented arms. Two. more gone from .
among us; how many might there not be to follow? But in time of warit - .
~~does not do to be too much affected by such sad events; we are in God's . .
" hands — where or when the bullet awaits a man, must not ‘trouble hrm He G

cannOt escape it, 50 forward with courage t0 meet: the foe! .
~Still breakfast had no flavour, 2 funeral so soon after rising does not mduce

) the. right frame of mind for it. About seven we moved on down stream v
' -.keepmg the four Ppraams always closé to us. The:Boxer gentry arranged a -

o _pretty spectacle for us as a send- off, by setting the collected rarlway trainson ;

~ fire, as a sequel to: their prevrous thorOugh ransack of their contents. frwasa
- strikingly fine though at-the same time dlstressmg, srght to watch: from a
- distance; the four long trains, out here in rh1s country 50 valuable a mum- o

. tion, a prey to the devouring flames ..

After a few hours the whole force was suddenly halted the head of the |

- _'column had been fired on from a village. The English and Americans went -

B :forward 1o attack and hot riflé fire was soon audible, alternating with shots

- from out guns which fell upon the roofs of the houses with a loud crash. The - o

-~ standards: ofa body of regular Chinese troops could now be recogmsed Then N
. suddenly some Chinese bullets whizzed over our- heads who were got -
' 'engaged in the affarr and, wounded a man. o SR
Qur advance now proceeded very slowly The enemy showed wonderful'_ L
"tenacrty and had to be pushed ‘back step by step,-When one village was
- cleared a still hotter fire was sure to be opened on us from the next, It was'd -

tough bit of wotk, and the'sun made himself uncommonly obliging —we. had

. to fight our way forward in tropical heat. As an example of the suffermgs we

- '_'-had to endure I might adduce the following. As has been already said, the.

S  nights were <old:so that the men’ slept in ‘woollen blankets; on the other =~ .

o hand in the daytlme durmg our march (Wthh mcluded one ramy day), we"'_' -




 had such intense heat’ as.to rnake sun. helmets a necessrty meg fo the
~ “exigencies of our transport, as already descrxbed it had not however been
" feasible to get out the white clothing from cur pmzzm = there was not timefor © -~
. So there was nothmg left but to let the men go. on wearmg their thick blae .. - . T

e clothing - in which, for example they do their work in- ‘the North Sea in R
* winter, The sun-helmets presented an odd contrast to this singular kit. Thus |

it fell out that at the close of the expedition our men had to march in cheir -

_winter clothing. It was one more hardship, occasroned by the unfortunate

o disposition of the baggage and the other entlrely unexpected events that had = o

 taken place. One is not sutprised that the poor fellows looked on the point of

fainting. They had not been-able to wash for days etther on account of hasty-'_ .

: calls to arms or sudden ordets 0 march

| About three o’clock it was. at length possrble to thmk about the rrudday-. . " -
N halt ‘as” the sharp fire of the enemy was in some measure sxlenced The:_3 IR B
- ‘German contingent camped in a lrttle vﬂlage close ‘to the: river, where' IEEINRE! S

. ._mercrﬁ.tlly we again found a good well. On the way there wé Passecl sever i T

_ recently killed Bosers. The sight of drstorted features, the sign of the last- ) o
. death struggle makes a strong impression on men ‘who see it for the- ﬁrst e
- time. We were now able to find shelter from the fnghtful glare of the sun

i under the shade of leafy trees to out great delrght for the dust and’ the'_ _
* endless heat had told 1 upon us, On-this occasion I indulged i in a great delicacy

at ‘dinner’, consrstmg of preserved prneapples, a.box " of which. valuable e B

"_-acqulsrtron ‘had been. sent. me by OI.II' Shlp s steward wrth the last consrgn—- :
_' ment from Tientsim... =~ S SR
"1 thought to mdulge myself wrth a specxal treat after the meal when I B

~pulled off my shoes and socks and cooled my burnmg feet thh water. Teis T
- comical what presentiments one has in life! Hardly were my preparatrons___ SRR £
| Icompleted when the thought flashed through my mind, ‘There! now the
' dlarm 6ught to sound instantly, that would: be grand. At the selfsamef'--"._" C

' “moment that sinful enemy really did begm to fire from the next village. One”
. shot, two, three, then ayvolley. Thus was my ‘presumption pumshed Trwas o
* all'up with the siesta too, to which we had beea lookmg forward, Ithad tobe -~ - | T

_ “‘marked off’ as so often befote Never yet in my life have L made 50 qulck a .
R -torlette as on- that occasion; My sword in my right hand, revolver in my lefe,
" one stockrng and my sword-knot left behind, T rushed out; and shoutmg”-'
'Hansa company forward' ed. my brave lads for the fitst- time into. action.
" For today the Hama company got its baptism of fire. I had begged our

* commandant to give us the next chance of an engagement, for sofar'it had ..

- pot had the privilege of fighting against regular ttoops and my ofﬁcers had o
_.been just as keen. Now the wish was fulfilled ... : L

We approached the vﬂlage in front of us by, rushes the Chmese firmg at us. '_ .'

_' -smartly frorn strong covet It was only‘ now and then that the head of a Boxer o
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o :peeped out from behmd the corner of a wall 10 dxsappear agam the moment : e
 he had delivered his shot. We qulckly reached the containing wall of the_ R
o vrllage without actual loss — ofily two men wounded. Then we went on into - L
. it between the other German companies, supported by the fire: of the
L _.Amencans We searched the place thoroughly, but the enemy had deserted - R
. it. We captured one flag; the English, who had had no share in ‘the ﬁghr
- later found an- old’ gun. Passing through the vrl[age we followed the enemy
Who showed htmself here and thete to the other end of a'wood' beyond and .
‘then halted. We had no packs havmg mshed out of camp wn:h nothmg but -

our arms in our hands.

After repulsmg the enemy and clea.tmg the v1llage we. were. naturally-'f',_: o
oblrged to think of getting our packs again. With: this ob]ect a French 3
- company was detached, whilst we went back to the praams to resume our old
- formation. Pushing on. further was not to be' thought of, for by. advancmg"

~ beyond the head of the column we should have struck the enemy again, who ]

‘had rallied in the next VJIlage and now saluted us for the first, time with shots ST
from his guns. These were light pieces, mostly drawn: by one or two.horses,
- modern 5 centimetre Krupp ﬁeld-guns He directed his arrlllery fire not; only S
on the attackmg compatues nearest l-um but also pald some attermon tous .

7 in the rear.

- We made all our e lie down behmd the shelter of the river: bank The- e
shells crashed on'to the houses w1th a loud tepoft, makmg marchwood of - . -
 ‘them, and here-and there one was set on fire. For the rest no damage was -
. done to us; we found later that we had proﬁted by their havmg forgottento
".screw the fuse into the shell, without which the best shells fail 10 explode SR
Presenrly out-shore guns were able to answer with shells. They accurately o
struck a-house from which a heavy rifle fire had beéen opened on our column.. R
. /At this point I may mention that our shore guins | had always tobe dragged at:
~+ the cost of great labour by the men themselves, smce horses do not' exist on - - )

‘battleships . .

., . The enerhy’s resxstance was agam gradually broken and he ﬂed further._- o
S '-'down stream, so -that at last we were able to march on-again. It was'a real
. boon that he had been driven back by ‘nightfall, for at-this haltmg-place e
: ..__..Where groups of bmldmgs and copses obscured our view. 'we- should have
R spent a very disturbed night in the event of ¢ an attack From this point, after o
- passing the ruined v1llage our way. lay over an open plam where we were to o
- bivouac, We once more observed how qwckly the enemy was on our heels, - .
" for the column was: ‘hatdly in motion again before a. Chmese force was.
- descried behind the houses by the rearguard When F ire. was: 0per1 on thern o
© " they instaritly disappeared .. _ S : o S
. Clear of the village a halt was made and we blvouacked at, last after a day_-_' o
fraughr Wlﬂ'l torl and ﬁghtmg Before reachmg our carnpmg place we met .
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'_'_thh a few Boxers hidmg in the hlgh grass out31de the last vdlage One of the coe b
company ofﬁcers walked cIose past without any susptcxon but fortunately R
. was just in tlrne to sée one of- the Boxers as he struck at hun with a'long
. cavalry sabre. He was just in timie, however. The incident was anOther proof -
of the incredible fearlessness; 7e fanauasm of the Boxers. It was sheer -~ | "
‘"madness to let the column approach in the long grass When it would have -~

. been so edsy to. get clean away. Apparently these men were lurkmg there. -
either to obtain the information necessary for 2 mght attack -or thh the IR
'ob]ect of falling upon our outposts insidiously. | DN S
" 'We were heartily glad tonight when we coqu lie down i in, the open. Three R S

. wHages in' flames ‘illuminated the motley’ camp where an_exhausted and |
-.unenwable force’ bwouacked m the face of an. uncertain fate Durmg the _
- _evening I, with the other captains of companies, stood for a while withour =~ |
eyes turned to that wide glow in the south west where the sound of heavy =~ ©. |
- firing mdmated severe fighting at Tientsin, that closely—pressed Tieatsin 04
" -whose situation was only in a slight degree. better than our own. None ofus _
- could have failed to feel acutely the uncertamty of out fate as we. stood there e

_m sﬂent reﬂectlon - - S S

_{Tbur.fday, 21 ]zme} : . _
" Eatly in the motning we proceecled thlS time on 1 both sndes of the nver as
the enemy now effeted resistance on both banks. The German’ contmgent S
~ combined with two Russian companies; a detachment of Japanese and some. | -

" English Nordenfeld Gunners, crossed the tiver and marched off undet the -~ "

~ chief command of Captain Von Usedom at the same time as-the combatant |

_ force on the other side, which at first passed safely through some. completely-

. desérted villages. Presently in the far distance we could see great masses of © -

s ﬁugltwes leaving: the villages in hundreds, ‘with their goods and gear carried N

 onrtwo-wheeled carts which at first we ook for guns. This led us to conclude 1

- that further down stream  Chinese troops were awaltmg us, and that the
- inhabitants had- determmed on a general ﬂlght in. ant1c1pat1on of an -
o approachmg engagement. st '

It was not long before thls SllppOSlt:lOl'l was proved to Be correct. At half- -

" past. eight the first nﬂe fire opened on us from' the left side of the I‘lver, SR
" followed shortly afterwards by shells from-a Chinese battery posted on-the "
:_opposne bank. A shell struck the ground close to where our commandant -

 was standing with his senior officers in-a’ ‘little temple, but did no damage. -
- Captain Von Usedom now threw the Hansz and Herths companies forward,
¢ glving ‘them' provxsxonal shelter ina depression of the ground behind a group,
_ of hotises. Meanwhile our machine guns opefied 2 hvely fire on.the enemyon - -
the left bank; As hls fire slackened somewhat our: ‘whole column moved' SR
- forward to a g_en,eral at_tac_k the Hansa company this time in f_roh_t__ L |




TheSeymour Expedition o e

The leadlng section under Lleutenant Schulz had at ﬁrst 0 go. along the-"___- L
. _fully exposed embankment of the river under an mcreasmgly brisk fire from -
“the enemy’s rifles, whllst I sent the other two on through the v1llage lying
* close to the bank. The situation. of the fi irst section was. far from an enviable

o ‘one, owing to the ImPOSSIblllty of takmg cover; the bullets whizzed i a'very -

.. suggestive way over our heads, while hardly any of outs reached the wicked
- enemy who fited vallantly at us from excellent shelter behmd the last houses '_
- on the OPPOSIte side. EVGI‘YWhere needless to say, we tephed with the -~
R greatest spmt to- thelr warm welcome wn:h the result that they soon Glls—_ R
' ""'_"appeared ' : ST S e
-+ After passing’ the v1llage we got a more extended view of the f' eld of o
battle. We now observed that a heavy column of Chmese mfantry, with two. "
tnangular standards on their’ trght wing, had taken’ up a position: behlnd a’ -
* ‘mound on the opposue bank of the river. Behind them was a body of cavalry, L

© according to our calculattons about three squadrons strong At 'the same

* " time, straight in front of a large v1llage on our own side, we observed a long. -
. “hne of hostile marksmen poutmg out of it, while the Chlnese field- guns had - e
- ';.__'talcen up ground on the left wing of tl’lelr position. These, together with r:he_ R
infantry, now opened a murderous fire on- the mtemauonal force as it RN
" advanced. We wete fired on with the newest pattern of arris, smokeless e
A powder small bore rifles, quick firing guns, everythmg one could desnre The
advantage of smokeless ‘powder was so evident here’ as’to make it, for'
example ‘very difficult to locate the position: of the enemy 5 mfantry, who . RN
y “besides had entrenched themselves admirably. Our: blue-]ackets on_the - o
e ﬂcontrary, still - catried tepeating. rifles of the 71/84: pattetn. Small- arms' B
L practlce on board Sl‘llp is a matter of mtnor importafice, but here on land on SRR '
- this'occasion, we heartily cursed the old powder and longed as we d1d s0 for'
- . the newly-mvented naval: arm[s} just being mtrocluced o |

The spectacle of 4 murderous engagement now. lay unrolled before us. We o |

. were in the thick of the bullets, shells were fallmg tight and left with a loud o
" repore, srrlkmg on-the roofs of the houses and the little temple with'a -
-':crashmg sound. Here and there one of ours was knocked over by avicious <.
. - bullet, the ambulance bearers hurried: hithet and thither to carry off thef"__"_
" . wounded, loud: words of command, the shrill pipe of the petty officers, thenf_-
- again the Cheef}’ ‘Forward, march!’ a command that i 1nsp1res the laziest limbs .~
2 — so went matters in the face of a foe who. was: pressiig’ us hard with’ four. e
- times.our. strength Meanwhile the sun glared down ‘hotly dgain on the fierce DR
strife, and. did anything but allevxate our lot; After several forward mOVe--.__'_ S
" ments I allowed the company'to continue ‘their fire from behind a little.
c mound. A quantity of graves, ‘which the. Chmese construct above gtound .

P ::.' also provnded us thh tolerablé sheleer. -

thhtmg our Way through the vdlage had mvolved us as 13 generally the A
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. case, in some confusmn in consequence of whrch 1 suddenly found Russxan' |

) SallOI'S in front of me in my hne of fire. Now we could give orders to fire or RS

.- cease fire easily enough but no othef orders Qur. Russmn went no ﬁartherf.: S
than that. They were very jolly-over it however, shared our fi ghnng plackily -

. and listened attennvely when the petty officers shouted at them Russrans,: -

_attentron - fire!” or. ‘Russians, hold hard?’
- After continuing the rifle- fire from tl’lls posmon for s some trme whrch _

' enabled the men to catch their wmd somewhat 1 went to the. front with the o

_ _ob]ect of leading the men in the next rush. Hardly had I reached it and gwen e N
- some orders than I was wounded by a rifle shot, apparently from the enemy -

E _behlnd the little hill. If1 am to say more about myself I may explam thatthe .~

-'_'__removed my gaiters: and bound up' the. wound from Wl‘llCl‘l astream of blood

- ball penetrated the shin-bone of my. left leg through the centre and- brokeit.
- My first sensation was that of a blow from a stick, then I felt my leg grow =+ |
heavy as lead and next a burning pain in the wound that prevented my
standrng, and 1 fell to.the ground. Those hearest me ran’ hastrly tomyhelp, - 1

: . .was pouring. My servant, Lampke, who was. actrng as_ my- orderly, then = . S I |
- stumbled upon the not unteasonable idea that the prospect of saving. my life, o

© or at any rate heahng my wound Was not a favourable oneé undes theé very

'-consrderable harl of bullets concentrated. upon: the. spot where I was lying. I~ - o

- _was. therefore hurnedly carried into. 2 hollow behmd a little hrllock where by

'; | good Iuck thete was a beaker of water.

~ Asaconsequence of the loss of blood my senses took it upon themselves to
leave me fora.time... When I recovered from my swoon after-an interval, [ .~
- heard the rifle fire. already ata dlstance On my utgent question as to the. © =

. state of the battle I was told of the enerny s répulse, an announcement that, © -
~needless to say, dehghted ‘and. calmed me. I developed ‘a ravenous appetite -

~and unquenchable thirst. I drained two setvice- bottles of the | precious; Peiho =~

" water — we nicknamed it later Chateau Peiho. — . while my compa.mon.'
"~ sprinkled me- aﬂfectronately with the muddy water from the beaker to pre-

 skilfally.

. - My fi ghtmg ‘was now ‘at an. end and the command of the cornpany_-_
devolved upon the licutenant next in'seniority; as my successor, Lieutenant -
Von Zesssen, had also been wounded, though only slightly, by a shot that

- grazed his head. What now fell to my share in common; with the rest of the

o wounded was a long. succession of mamfold Suffertngs and endurance, the .

" bodily and mental tortures of a most wrétched sick-bed, that despite the self- "

- _vent my. gomg off -again. I gratefully recall the’ charttable devotron of my .
"men at this time, especially of my servant and the chief boatswain’s mate,
- Mengalla, who bestowed much tender careupon me; It Would probably have

. been much worse if those- near me had not bound up the bleedmg wound 50

_devoted care and nursmg of out surgeons, tned both health and temper_ R

ks
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severely Whllst the ﬁghtrng was proceedmg my. men cut- branches lnto S

lengths, laid mé on them and cartied me slowly back to hand me. over to the

- '_ambulance bearers: who remamed ﬁlrther it {the} rear; \When our: smgular S
. procession got into motlon tfue to my ‘old sense of the ludicrous I could not -

N help laughing. As my bearers put on such deplorable faces 1 challenged thern L S

with a sort of condemned criminal’s hilarity to make some poor jest about 1 e
But they opposed me w1th mcredulous faces and would not take icas I 00

- intended. _ : . :
" By good luck a Russnan surgeon shortly came. up, who apphed a tour-

- niquet, had me packed onto a Russian litter and sent {me] to' the praams

which. were: awartmg the issue of the battle ina hend of the river guarded by -

' “the Gefion. comipany. I.was then taken in a little boat to the German vessel =
- where our, surgeon with: the expedltton ‘the untiring Dr Scbhck at. once_ o

* - applied a temporary bandage “Then T had to- dlsembark again for want.of L

~ room, to be conveyed to the French pmam It was a ;ourney of many stages S
. ‘not exactly the right thmg for a broken limb, Here I was laid down in the

~hold of the junk next to a dangerously. Wounded seaman of the’ d’Erz-'_- '
z‘remrreaux w1th whom I struck upa frxendshlp, and in: ‘whose company I was

- to wear away many hours, as well as sorie moments of anxiety.

Behold me then lymg on a roll ‘of French hammocks with a broken leg,

: groanmg ‘companion in mtsfortune close by, in a wretched camp hospital of =~

the strangest kind, Bue I must not forget with what extraordinary sympathy _:

- and tenderness I was nursed by the French, as well in the matter of surgical
" treatment as, and this especrally, of diet. With gratltude do'l recall Fourier
L and his constant enquiries as to my. wants, which he even indulged in’ the .
. form of a bottle of good ‘German beer, a. long-foregone enjoyment. Ini this -

o one way there was an advantage in being wounded; T-'was also able to revive -

my -acquaintance with. French in conversation with my netghbour Fellow;--_;. :

. _'suffermg, trouble borne in common lel bring the greatest strangers toge- S

_ther. qutckly T often handed. my, canteen bottle filled with' water made o

. somewhat more palatable by the addition of crystalllsed citric acid, to my - o

- suffering nexghbour on the left with an ‘4 votre santé’, for which he' has often B
" thanked me with good wishes for my country- and a chunk of French Shlps

" tobacco. The commander of the French boat was the naval officer who had -

 been under myc orders with his section when we were repairing the ra1lway It

was a melancholy meeting, and for a long time his orders for the -manage-

- ment of the praam. rang in my ears as an écho of weaty. hours of misery.

Now things were going on outside with the engagement I could no Ionger _

' see for myself; At twelve o’clock midday the enemy had been repulsed but -

-_"-"-he made a fresh. stand i in, the next vrllage from which he was onice again - -

o dtslodged by a geners] advance in the afternoon. He ﬂed in great confusion.

B ﬁIn the evenmg the £roops on the nght bank were brought back to the other'_':f” |




- sidesoasto be more easrly avarlable in case of an attaclc and also because the_' R
" main body of the enemy and his amllery were established on the rrght bagk. . f

I ‘was- obvious that to ‘advance by - dayhght against -an enemy always-_ R
increasing in numbers as this one was, was only" to mduce fresh sacnfices ancl--_" T

it was decided in future to march by night..

The German losses for the day. amounted to fourteen w0uudecl among'__ o

. -Whom were two officers from the Hansa: It had brought the combined force = -

' together for the first time ina fight with regular troops whose numbers were
increased by Boxers carrymg fi irearms. It was; one might say; the first real
_ _battle, in which six to seven thousand mien had fou ght in hot, blood The next S
- day was to be sorerer still, I may conclude by adding how. that evenmg the L
 bodies of women and children were carried down by the stream. Many .

" Chinese had killed theit own families, as they were unable to hide them for . e e

| ~ lack of time. They no doubt had. no idea but that we should butcher them allf S
- after thelr fashron L : . L . _

' '[Frzday, 22 jzme}

. We broke camp at one o clock in the mornmg After proceedmg a ShOrt_: e

~ distance shots suddenly fell among us. Admiral Seymour, seeing that an .
© . exceptional contest was, unpendmg, sent’ for Captam Von Usedom, 5028, o o

have his- potential successor near him."

At once the eloquent order rang out; Germans to the f'rontI WlllCh glven:

© as it' wasiin anticipation of urgent danger, macle every honest German heart
~ beat hlgher an order that bore undesigned testimony to the conduct the
~ readiness and courage «of our fnen, an utterance that, spoken by a. forelgner :
L showecl as cléar as day thie universal feellng that. people were reassured when-:-' o
they saw us Germans. fighting in the hottest place : |

I would however [like to] draw attention once for all to what is perhaps_ __ SRS A
00 - hghtly notrced in all the reports that is, the fact that the. Seymour T

expedrtlon was; composed of seamen only. It ‘was a corps.in which: there was® -

~only one small detachment of English marines, perhaps mote accustomed to

o 'mfantry work than the rest. That a war against. trained soldiers is somewhat' '

R I'unusual work for sarlors that sailots as a rule are seldom called upon: to- _

- captute fortresses and sustain long mfantry engagements in an enemy’s

" country, everyone knows. But the harder the position was the grander isthe: =

) _acknowledged fact that the foe was continually repulsed .,

~ Advancing still, we finally reached the arsenal of Hsrku The Chmese' .. ._ | |
- could be seen lymg ready for an attack with their guns pomted towards us. S
" When our column had got to within about 150 yards of it, Admiral Seymour .-~ }.

- sent the- mterpreter Campbe]l forward as a pursuant- to explam to. the_'-'--

Chinese that we had no desire for hostilities and only wished to return to -

_Tlentsrn unmolested ‘a8 a- matter of fact we were not at war Wltl] Chma as
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o ev‘ery one knew The emrssarles were however mstanrly ﬁred upon in Chmese L
- fashron before they could even take cover, and fighting unmedlately began_-._ '

. again in-earnest. A desperately savage fight followed. The Enghsh marines . -

_attacked the arsenal in {the} rear, and a dlsorderly flight of an opponent who

~ far ‘out-numbered us was the result of the hard- -fought engagement. “The . o
severely wounded, of whom T’ was: one, hearcl somethmg of the ﬁght for IS

"many a bullet whrstled over our heads _ : _
" The arsenal was now taken For 4s it meant salvatron from most ser—- :

ious danger, for in a continued masch across the open country the . _
destruction of our expedltlon must have been decreed. By the capture of - LT

" the arsenal however we ‘acquired a strong defensive position in ‘which we"'“_-__.

~ could halt for a while. in order, we ventured to hope, -to receive someday -

- the long—des1recl remforcement from Tientsin. We were not without suspi- o

cion that between s and. that city the Chinese held some- fortified -posts.

- which we should also have had to capture in the opea. So it was decided

to make a hale at Hsiku, an atrangement General Niéh and his. force: did . -
- not approve of, for in the. afternoon he tried by every means in his power.
" to-retake the atsenal. He attacked it systematlcally from’ every side and -
opened a murderous fire with small arms. and artrllery that placed the_ e

| ;‘-hosprtal boats in gteat danger S . T
Asa naval officer of twenty years standmg I have nor escaped the clangers

. of a sailor's life. Many ‘perilous situations, many- catastrophes ‘have T

' expenenced but never did I feel as on the afternoon of this clay, I felt in the . '
‘boat. It was a madly torturing posmon to be in; an actual rain of bullers

. poured over us, rnakmg the water spurt hlgh close to us; presently a shell fell.

‘near the boat, then one on the: bank and again a house. close by was struck S

~ with a_crash. Shrapnel burst over our heads — and then, suddenly a- shell '.

' struck the leadmg boat on which some guns had been mounted, and’ sank it :'-:.
- Mercifully rio orie was killed. The shot mlght just:as easily have struck our

“ boat and then all would have been over with us. If not actually hit we must'f_-

- have been drowned for 'we lay there helpless on our. backs unable to move; ;. .
s and could only see a patch of sky and had Calmly to let everything goon =~

: - arouncl us-. .. The thought that as wounded men we might eventually have -

to3s surrender at the discretion of a cruel enemy was torcure, The hours of that_ L

- afternoon in the boat were truly the worst of the whole: expedmon, they can' I

~ never be forgotten

" But the day was not yet at an end As the pmzzm gradually worked down C

" “under the walls of the arsenal men hurried clown to us and beganto getuson - -

" shore. Orclers had been given to get all the ‘wounded out of the boats as o
- qurckly as poss1ble and into the arsenal, as the danger of our being srruck by -

- theenemy’s shot would not allow of our remaining there longer. Now we *
©were again picked up for transfer; not the best thirig in ‘the world for b_roker_r o




S 'hmbs — anyway it ‘was always a very pamful one. The opetatton of dlS- _ i

embatkmg us was done so quickly that I had hardly time to'press my French |~

fellow sufferer’s hand as a farewell, then. up the slopmg bank we went as - L

o quickly as possxble with the ‘blue beans’ piping. gaily: around as again. S
Arriving in the courtyard of. the magazine I was laid i’ a: corner by the .

door, for the sheds selected -as the hospital for the wounded still had to be . s TR
cleared I well remember the kindness of Captam McCalla and the English - p

~ interpreter: Campbell ‘who. brought me hot cocoa and cakes. These usually.
- cheerful gentlemen were looking. thoughtful and the humour of Captain . . | -
 McCalla, who had hlmself been wounded, did not seem to me quite of its R
- earlier. quahty My servant who ‘stayed with me first endeavoured to get mel-._ R
. into bettet shelter, for the enemy s shot stdl whxstled uncomfortably in my RS
' ,Vl(:mtty s . ' s

At length they had got on 30 far w1th the clearmg out of the sheds rh at the

" wounded could be carried i in. An idea of the extent and high Quallty ofthe . ° a o
" comfort provided will'be obvious to all when 1 e:scplam that they had made

" beds for us out of the wooden boards of the window shurérs, on which they
 spread woollen rugs.. Our heads lay on our ttghtly packed knapsacks ‘and a

o '_second rug served ‘as a counterpane, but as that was not quite enough,a © uf
. Chinese dust’ storn obltgmgly broke in upon us and. spread the lovehest DT T
-~ desert sand over our soft couches We. could not have been. tucked up 1 more b |
- charmmgly : : ' ' P

: '{Satzxrday, 23 jzme}

The day after the assault, from’ elght €0 ten thOusand Mannhcher nﬂes o N

 stotes of cartndges filled and empty; swords cannon and machine guns of '_
 German construction;: -and also, thank God, bandages and medicaments all o

. from the Kiel chemist Riidel; Esmarch belts with directions. for use in" R
- Gerrhan; and fi nally several hundred sacks of rice ‘as, well as good drmkmg- o

- water, were. found in the arsenal. It gave us all fresh courage. The wall wasat

- once armed with the discovered guns; the. Russians and Japanése, who had"
R exhausted their ammunition, were. supplied thh the new rifles and- the_' o

. doctor was able at once to apply fresh bandages to his wounded.: R

. Our poor dead were buried within the: arsenal, the enemy. takmg part qnL

n -the ceremony; for he fired briskly on the crowd of inen gathered to pay them E L

- the last honours, and it was t0 the music of. thert salvoes that the dead were

 laid to fest.”

. That nlght a futlle attempt was made by a scoutmg party Of Eﬂghsh R
- marines to establish a communication ‘with- Tientsin. The force returned T
- Iea"lﬂg five dead: behlnd them ~ afterwards found ina muttlated condrtlon — :
. with the mformatmn that the dlStI‘lCt was. strongly occupled by Chrnese____- NNy
B troops : : B :




.{Szmday, 24 _]zme}

) Another day of fOl‘ture amldsf the groans of wounded and the cnes of dymg S |

. men; Durtng these hours of tedious- hngermg and Iongmg for relief we .

- .reglstered asolemn VoW, never to the end of our hves to complam agam P

. .'thhout good cause. .

:.'.-‘ (Mmzday, 25 jzme} _ _ , _ o
" The day of release came at last...a messenger from us had been fortunate ST
" enough to repeat the news of our situation in Tlentstn The answer came in’ .
~the form. of white capped and coated men a thousand. strong, _cartymg'-f Sl
Russian, Getrman and Japanese flags. It was the force for our teltef and was
- greeted with cheers as it came up, that seemed as if they would never énd. I+

. cannot descrlbe that time, one must have experlenced it oneself after sucha -
- _-.J[ong suffenng that preceded it. Not one .of us will forget thns happy day_-.:-"__ o

_- _'whtch can best be. compared to one of Jubilee,

~In the afternoon all the wounded were carried out into the opén, httets.

C contrived for them, and-the next mormng at three 0 clock the' march. to .
S Tientsin by land was commenced, as the river route would have been- S
- exposed to the ﬁte of the Chinese forts. Shottly after we broke camp we were. o

“aware of a dull roar that shook the. ground proceeding from the arsenal at . '

. “-Hsnku By Seymout’s orders, the magazme had been. fired by an Enghsh" Ce

 party to prevent its valuable store-of arms falling ¢ agam into Chinese hands. A~

" heavy cloud of smoke huing for a long timé over the spot where the Seymour ~

- expedition had stood. face to face with their fate for three days and mghts C T
o '_and exhausted to the last degree, had longed and lingered for selief. - Co
o Itwasa smgular train with its 320 wounded the greater number of Whom-=-_ L

_-_'had to be carried.. Staff surgeon . Schllck in-his repott; says among other ~

" things, ‘It took us six houts to reach Ttentsm The road led through stubble: -

" fields and ravities; along railway: embankments and across’ brtdges the--__-_,- L

- wounded had a great deal to'suffer between ]olts and shakmg It was a great S
' mercy the: enemy left us. unmolested L

e {T aarday, 26 jzme}

At ten o'clock in the momtng of June 26, we. re—entered the heavﬂy can- .

':nonaded Tientsin, among: smokmg heaps of ruins dnd charred corpses. The - e

- company marchied past my litter once more, their faces covered with dust -
. and burried by the sun, thelt clothes torn, but Stlll upnght in’ beanng and: "

--___'ﬁrtn of step .. R . : o
o In Txentsm our wounded were provnded for in the German Club where

o 3' German ladtes played the part of good Sama.ntans endeavourmg to supply' - |

- the. place of those who would have tended us stlll mere devotedly hadipot
Rl hemlspheres and oceans lam between It is unnecessary to state how extre—-: S
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: -""mely fortunate we wounded conmdered ourselves, to. be i such a hospxtal'

after all the hardshlps we had gone through People came from all quarters
- with the object of alléviating our situation; our sympathetic countrymen:.',-*:'-3':'- EE
~ brought us mattresses, coverlets, cushions, everythmg that can contributeto - - |
futnish a hospltal On the faces of these poor things, the traces of terror and o

- anguish were still apparent. Owing to the severity of the fire'they had taken .

- _refuge in the cellars.of the Getman consulate, where the miserable hours had

.. been passed in ceaseless anxiety and agitation over the issue -of the ﬁghtmg -
" The men had fully made up their minds-to shoot their wives: ancl children if . *

the Boxers had got the upper ‘hand and were turned loose among them
From the descnpnon glven us 1t must have been a temble time. . -




Account of |
Commander Gltaro Mor1
Japanese N aval .fficer

o Commander szro Morz emﬁzewd workiwzde recogmtzmz in 1 904 wben,._:._:_- T
dz;gzzz.red s the valet of the Japanese Consul i Port Arthus, be prepared an_ .

- assessment - for Admiral Togo of the strengeh of the szza?z fleet at anchor. His. - -
S report of 8 February preapzmz‘ed the ]apanere @ttaoé on 9 Feémmy, wbzcb tet B
o oﬁ' the Russo- japcm War PR _'

_ (9_]2:?26 1900}

g - Onmy way back to Pektng I was compelIed to stop at Txentsm owmg to the

. railway being interrupted. On thé 9th of June at 9 pm the British Consul

o . invited. all the. Consuls and all the n.aval officers in. ‘Tientsin to a Councxl

. Commander Yamashita of the Kcngz bemg absent 1 proceeded 0 the'__ S

~ - conference in’company with. Mr Consul Tei and Captam Nomura. The

" Btitish Consul addressing the conference said that, according to'a telegram -

. '_'_;ust received from the British and American Representatwes in Pekmg, the . . o

. condition. of that c1ty was becommg hourly more critical. They therefore .
desired that the naval commandets at Taku should be requested todespatch - -
 a farther force of men with all speed _Iudgmg from ‘this. telegram thmgs"_ o
- '_:seemed t6 be ina dangerous state and, in conjunction with his Ametican: - E

o f'. -~ colleague, he the: British Ccmsul had mv1ted ‘the attendence of ‘the other: o
g Consuls- and officets to the end that they might unite in- applYmg to fhe-_._
*“Vicetoy of Chihli for materials and workmen to repair the railway, so thar

L * the work mlght be commenced ancl a spec1al train. despatched on the fol— S

lowmg mommg

{Iszme}

. Theé Consuls ancl others then prepared a ]omt metnona.l in the proposed sense, |

- and recetvecl a: favourable ahswer . Orders were at once ISSued for 4n ¥
. immediate start, and-. .. 50 men of the K;zmgz were marched 1o the railway -
. station. Admiral Seymour was already there with h1s command. He informed' = -
- mie that he had received-a communication from the British Consul that the
SR 'French the Germans, a.nd the Ru351ans reportecl that therr troops would take_._ :




- parr in the r movement that he was now gettmg the necessary carnages ready, R
" that he had come that motning from Tong-ku, and that as the Japanese were -~ -
- first on thefield, he wished them to follow by the nex trair, The fiest trainset’ -~
out at 10" am. The’ second followed at 10.30, carrying. our’ patty’ of 50,
: together with 250 Englrsh 100 Russians and 100 French. At Peitsan we SaW . o
" 1000 of General Nich's troops, and at Yang-tsung 5000, encamped inthe -
‘open and prepared to repel any attack by the Boxers. At 12,30 pm we found . -
that the progress of. the first train had been arrestecl at apoint one mile beyond_:.
~ Yang- tsung, in consequence of ¢ a large brldge havmg béen partrally butned |
© and repairs being requrred At 2.35 pm the repairs were finished and we.
- advanced 3 miiles when' another broken’ place several yards long was' found T -
: Thenceforth such places were found at intervals of 2 ot 3 miles, so thacwedid =~ L
- notreach more than 25 miles. beyond Tientsin thar day Guards were posted e S

o for the nrght at a drstance of 1000 yards all round the trarn _' S

- {szme}

. 'On the morning of the 11th a party of 50 Enghsh marines advanced o .
' examine the state of the line. They reported that its condrtron wasverybad 1o
~in the. nerghbourhood of Lo-fah. The whole of this day was; devoted 0 T T
o tepairs, the men worklng with the engineers, ‘and by 6 25 pm we reached a
" point 3 miles south of Lo-fah. There we saw a. number of Boxers on the. rrght o
 of the line, and we received the ordet to dismount and form [a} line on the -
© plain; They fled ‘without fighting, pursued for 3 miles by a company of -
" British marines. According to the report of the marines, they overtook the . = -
- Boxers and killed 30 of them, but the rest escaped under cover of darkness -
~and the matines ‘returned; On. that evening the:third train arrived from B

- - Trentsm carryrng 200 Russran troops 50 French and 250 Englrsh

o -{1;2 ami rsjzme} __ o AR
- The 12th and 13th were. devoted to reparrmg the llne norhmg unusual L
o -happened On the 13th; a fourth train arrived wrrh 450 Germans and 2~
" further force of Enghsh ‘We halted that night near. Lang—fang station, Qur. ~~ 7
* .~ force then -consisted: of 915 Enghsh 100 Amerrcans 315 Russtans, 51
o 'Japane*se, 40 Italrans 25 Ausrrrans 450 Germans and 158 French atotal of '
2054 : : . _ c '

- {I4]zme}

- At dawn'on the 14th the ﬁrst rram went. ahead alone and reached a pomt 3 R
 miles north of Lang-fang. The second train, “catrying our, detachment was . b
L takmg in water at Lang- fang station at 9. 50 am when abour 300 ‘Boxers' - R
¢ carrying. flags with ‘Iho’ inscribed 6n them, and brandishing swords and L0

. -_'.-spears, advanced 0 wrtl'nn short range of the tram The Enghsh French e ) B
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_Russnans and our own ttoops, Who were msmle and outstde the tram, charged S
* . them and gave them several volleys when they fled, pursued for 2 railes by

" 100 English and 200 Germans On’ examiination I found ‘that 80 of the S
Boxers were kllled on. the spot ot: died. almost 1mmed1ately “There Were---"'..-' - o
~ -young and old among them, their costumes were various, and they had red |
 bands tied round their heads and hangmg down behind, as well as red aprons .
o their bosoms. The1r shoés also were tied with red, From the number of the
- bodies. thus attired, T judged this to be the umform of the Boxers. Unfor-
o "'_tunately, inferior as were their weapons, they ktlled 4 of the Italian marines .

~ . who had been on the guard about 1000 yards away ftom the tra.m We had' o
S no othet casualtles o

At 420 pm a message amved from Admll‘al Seymour saymg that the ) '.:

o _detachment left behind at Lo-fah was surrounded by several hundred Boxers . .

¢ and in some peril. “The Admlral desired us'to move back to'the rescue, which =~ |

© wegladly did: Almost 1mmed1ately Adrmral Seymour entered our train; and
Cowe proceecled to Lo- fah at our best speed our force. bemg 150 Enghsh 100

French; 100 Ru551ans and 51 Japanese, Ar5.15 pm we drew near to Lo-fah.

" The fight was raging: furiously and the Enghsh were evldently hard pressed SRR
_ We began firing frorn the windows, and at'5.20, on artiving at the station; S o
. weleft the train, and forming line, advanced into the fight. The Englishwere =~ . -~ .
on the tlght the Japanese on the left, and the Russians and French in'the
" 'centre ‘We advanced keeping up a hot ﬂre and the enemy throwmg away o
~ their swords, fled in disorder. At 6 pm, ‘we received orders 10 de51st from
Iattackmg, and we returned to our train. About 200 of the enemy ‘were on the o _'
- ground. Our casualties were only 2 ‘wounded among the. Engllsh Wetooka . .
flag and over 20 swords and spears. At 7 37 pm we Ieft Lo—fah and advanced
. agam to Lang—fang, reachmg it at 8 pm _ : o .

o {IS]zme} . S . _ TS
- Ie was proposed to send 4. tram back to Ttentsm for ptowsmns and-

B ‘ammunition, but there bemg no ‘water for: the engme we had to spend the =

" night carrying water, and the train could not start until 6 amonthe 15¢h.1 | .

- took the opportunity to send to the Consul in Tieritsin a wiritten statement. of T

" what had occurred. This train, however; returned to us at 4 pmonthesame .
" day, reporting that the railway south of Yang-tsung was again‘injuredand -

~ . that communication with Tientsin was impossible; also that General Nieh, o
who. had been - guardmg the station up to the 14th had - retired to the R
C nexghbourhood of Tlentsm Thus the column was cut’ off from 1ts base.

{16 17]&:723} . . . P
- 'On the 16th* instant. Admiral Seymour held a council of officers in. the." BERREY
' '_mommg He satd that 5 days had passed since the column left Tlentsm, and e
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. they had not made even haIf of the j ]oumey £0. Pekmg It appeared also, that' e
‘the line northward v was in a very bad condition, both rails and sleepers bemgf"' B
*deficient, 5o that no hope could: be ‘entertained of ‘reaching Peking in.a -
~reasonable time. Moreover the state of Peking was unknown, but it was =
_' Jrnpos&ble not ‘to fear -that a very critical, situation existed, ‘therefore it

seemed better in the first place to effect the repair of the line in the rear and

'then ‘having obtained supplies of ammunition. and ptovisions, o set out .
 again for Pekmg via Tung-chow, moving mdependerrtly of the railway All 0 -0
o agreed to this proposal Accordmgly trains No: 1 and No 4, Wh1ch camed. o
" rails and sleepers; were sent back to Yang- tsung to commence repmrs, while - e
trains No.. 2 and No, 3 moved between Lang-fang and: Yang- tsung for "

| '.purposes of protectlon The 16th and 17th passed w1thout mc1dent

- '{18jmze}

At noon on the 18th, the. commandrng ofﬁcer who was. ift No 1 tram sent.
'word that the injury done to the rallway to the south of Yang tsung seemed S
. tobe'the work of the xmpenal troops, not of the Boxers. He therefore desired, -
. us to return for purposes of consultation. We thus’ understood that the =
© situation had undergone a complete change and we would have returned o
S rmmedlateiy, but the engine of No. 2 train was without water, and whrle this,.
-+ deficiency was beirg remedied, our patrols brought news, at 2: 20 pm thata -
- - body of cavalry numbering 100 were advancing against us. - L
_ Actmg, then, under the orders' of the officer commaudmg the German' -
*detachment; who' was the senjor present, the English - troops formed up. on.'--_:__.,'_: s
- the right of the. line and the Russians and Japanese on the-left, the two - -
** companies of Germans being in front on.the right; In that ordet we .
‘advanced. But. when. the Russians had reached a wood 400 metres distant, -
. they observed a force of cavalty some 500 metres in front. They opened fire. ©
~ atonce, and the enemy retired. At the same time, 2 body of infantry emerged”
from a wood in front and another body from : i wood in the lefc-rear of the = * -
o Tatter. Thereupon the Enghsh £roops deployed in front with the Russmns and L
. Japanese on the left and the Germans on the right. Advancing to the attack,””
. they came into contact’ ‘with the enemy, the British and Getmans at a range S
- of from 300 to 400 metres the Russrans and Japanese ata range of 300.-_.'?'_

. -metres,

The troops facmg the Brmsh were Genetal Turxg s mam body They RO
“carried flags with the ideagraph ‘Tung’ blazoned in gold on a red field, and in . __
- the intervals of these flags were banners with-green borders surroundmg a . -
 red field. These standards showed that we were confronted by a mixed army =
- of regulars and Boxers. The troops on the enemy’s left were General Tung's
- rear-guard, and. the whole. numbeted about - 2000. Our force at. the time
mustered about 1100 After 30 mmutes ﬂghtmg, the enemy § Van took_'_.'-"."_. o
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fresh- ground on a small l‘llll to the’ north and the Enghsh and Gerrnans Com
~ ‘advancing to attack them the Germans charged dr1v1ng them in confusmn S
- from the position, - - J S SO
. The fight on the léft had meanwhrle lasted for 27 mmutes and the enemy, S
o retreatmg, made a long countermarch and advanced again at a point further - o
- to the west where, being. attacked by the Russians, they retired to the cover . e
. of a grove. The Russians and Japanese then advanced, but the main. body- of
- the enemy now appeared agein on the field, when a company of the Enghsh A
. making a detour to the left, attacked them suddenly ; and drove themback. It =~ =
¢ was then half—past five. About 140 or 150 of the ¢ enemy had fallen, and our._' A
- casualties were 7 Englrsh and Germans killed, and" 2 German officers; 1~
- Russian officer, and over 40 English; German and Russran soldlers wounded RO
R '.-".The _]aparlese had no casualties. : : R
7 The’ flags captured. by us had the 1deographs Impenal Command e
R inscribed on the right corner, whereas all the Boxer flags previously taken .
" bore merely the name ‘Ibe’ and a place~name They had also 7: 1deographsi" T
o -srgmfymg ‘The o save the . empire and destroy foreigness’. Such a legend_-._:_- oo
- was now seen for the first time. It showed that the Boxers and the unperxal"_ T
. tioops were- acting in comb,lnatlon TR : S
' At6pm we left Lang-fang, and at 6,30 pmi we reached the rendez—vous at' S
" La-fah; where we found Admiral Seymour. At 7 ¢'clock there was a council
. of officers. Admital Seymour said that examination showed that the whole.. .
B -raulway on the south had been destroyed and that no. hope of repairing it . b
. could be entertamed that Tung was ‘holding the region south of Peking and
©- that Nleh s men were between the allies and. Trentsm the two- Generals Lo
 cooperating to. cut off the allies. - RIS - S SRR
" The. situation ‘having undergone such a complete change, the Admlral L
o thought that the best plan would be to retlre to Tientsin, and havmg formed - . o
- a junction ‘with the troops there, to resume the advance “When, however, . S
_ -they lost t.he use’ of the: raxlway, the transport of- theit. wounded Would SR
" becomie a matter ‘demanding serious thought. He had therefore sent scouts . c. o
. that afternoon to the river, and they had found 4 Jarge junks and 'S small BN
: boats ‘He proposed to put the' wounded in these, and make: the return’
: ]ourney via the Peiho, the £roops marchmg on'the eastern bank 50 as to. bein
.. aposition'to: deal with. Nieh’s forces. All agreed to this course; The order and
- hours.of advance were then fixed: the Americans with one gun to marchin . o
o the van; the Englrsh to follow, with one field piece and. four machme guns,_” el
" then the Austrians; then the Japanese, then the Russrans then the Germans;, -
‘then the French: and: ﬁnally the Iralians, all on the east bank of river, the rear *
being. brought up by one- field | pieceand 4 Maxims, That. mght —18thi~no .
' incident occurred, but during the night the sound of cannon was heard from' SRR
o tune to tlme 1n the dxrecnon of Tlentsm e




o amw

On the 19th havmg buned our deacl and placed over 47 wounded in the
o boals, we. left the rallway in. the - afternoon, and commenced our’ return_'.
~ journey. At 7. 30 pm we halted at Peh shm—chang ona moor and the mght_ Co

B passed qmetly

h {20 _]mze}

At 6 am on the 20th we set. out agam the Japanese troops havmg been o
o transferred to the western bank by order of Admiiral Seymour. At-8, 10 am
~ . the enémy showed to.the north of a village, and the Japanese troops recexved-_"_ s
an order to recross the river.. The enemy were then about 3000 metres . =
 distant, and our artxllery opened fire. At 9.05 am fighting: commenced. The kN
‘enemy, composed of imperial troops and Boxers, did not exceed some.,
* hundreds. At 10.20 am they fled to the north-west, and we halted fora time.
© ‘at the evacuated village. At 10.55 am’the enemy agai appeared atadis-
 tance of from 3000 to 4000 metres and opened fire. We at once replied,and

- by 12.40 pin they were driven back. We then marched to another' village

‘and halted. Before we had resumed our march the enemy, at 2.30 pm,re- -
‘opened the- attack from two dlreCtIOHS, using rifles. and artxllery The_'_ o
o Ametlcans and. Germans attacked and drove them. back; capturing their
 position. Our left also attacked The _Iapanese occupied the ground taken by
- the Germans and advanced thence in company thh the Amerxcans and the

o Enghsh

. Our attack lasted for a con51derable nme, but the enemy dld not. retreat. A
"'Therefore at 6.08 pm, 200 Enghsh 90 Amencans and the _Iapanese received

: 'orders to’ advance and charge a village where the enemy had their chief _

.. position. The enemy- were ‘driven out of this village and from two other - - = -

. " villages, and at 7. pm: the firing ceased. The, Enghsh and Japanese burned the -

- - three villages and we. all bwouacked for the mght whlch passed w1thout Ce

' -__'_1nc1dent ' : - : o

o {ZIJaﬂe} AU : : -

- At 6.30 pmon the 215t we resumed our ;ourney The dlsposmon of forces”
was dlfferent ~ the Japanese, the Russians; the Germans, and the Ausmans s
S being on the west-bank, and the British, the Ftench the Americans; and the '_ T
~Italidas on the east bank The _Iapanese formed the van on their side. At8.20. |

am, as the Japanese were about to pass Wang Village, the enemy appeared R
" in fighting order, with artillery, at a wood near Peh-tsang, and the Japanese, = - .
-Russtans, and Germans deploying; advanced to the attack; At 11 am we =
© drove the enemy | from Peh-tsang, and took possession of the place at 11.30,. IR
- whence advancing at 12.49 pm, we passed Wan-kia. At about: 300 metres -
' ‘from that place the enemy opened fire from Nan—tsang, and we rephed L
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ﬁnng across the nver After three houts they broke and ﬂed They numbered T
_ about 2000, and had artlllery, ‘cavalry, and infantry. We pursued them
. yéhemently, and they. rallied in the neighbourhood of the Chintsu temple. 0o
. We abandoned the pursuit at 6.30 pm, and crossed from the west to:the AT
- east bank to hold counsel with the commanding ofﬁcer In the meanwhile, -
- the force on’ the east bank had encountered the enemy at a point 2 miles -
- -from the rlver near the raﬂway, and had not succeeded in snlencmg thelr'_- L
o amllery until evening, when. the force retutned to the river and joined us. R
~ Altogether the’ fighting had. lasted 6 hours,- and there - had been many'_.'f{_'
. _'casualtles The enemy were Nieh's troops, mfantry, arttllery, and cavalty, .
. aggregating about 5000 of all arms, That night we camped at Lian-tsang, R
~“and the commandmg officers, after consultauon decided that we should set”
- -outat mldtnght ‘and, marchmg quletly along the Rlver endeavour to reach'_
o Tlentsm w1thout further fightlng ' : S e

'___.{22]zme} S = - - o
Accordmgly, at . 1 am on the 22ncl we- Ieft Llan -tsang. and marched down- I
. stream for about a mile, when on approachmg Mu-rei-cha, we were firedon
- from the western bank. A reconnaissance undet cover of the bank discovered_-_' S
o the -enemy in"small force near Chintsu. We therefore showed ourselves at =~ -
- once, and at the sound of our. shoutmg the 1 enemy dlspersed After half an-
." hour, the advance was resumed, and at 4.25 am we reached the: rmhtary I
. stores at. Si-ku, They are surrounded on the east, ‘the'south, and the north'by = .-
a mud Wall the river being on the west. The wall is embtasured atintervals, -
- and guns are mounted there, so that the place forms a fort. It is known o
 -among forexgners as the ‘Arsenal’. None of the allied officers were well_:' R
S acquamted with this locahty, and we had been aclvancmg by the a1d of map'. RO
o _No 314, which was in- my possession.
_ “Now for the first time we discovered that there was a fort at thls spm: No- S
o sooner did we appear in front of the fort than the enemy. opened on us w1th o
0 tifles and guns. We were taken unawares, and, seekmg cover under the fver .- e
_banks, we retuned the fire: The river at this point is riot more. than 30 yards
‘wide." The” enemy’ s shots fell like hall about the boats contammg the &
T .._wounded and, as their perll was imminent, we had to remove them up "
~ stream. We then. opened fire with the whiole of our artillery,. but the dtstance e
~ being only 200 metres and the enemy havmg the advantage of 2 parapet it
© wasan extremely dlfﬁcult matter to silence their fire. Fortunately 2 com- - R
S panles of Gerrnans and-1 of Amerlcans returmng up strean, crossed to the
" other side; and, creeping along the bank, escaladed the. fort, the garrison”
: ﬂytng in confusmn The Engllsh qulckly followed into the fort and by 5. 3{)
. am it was'in our possessmn ' A

‘ But a6 am the enemy advanced to the numbet of about 5000 from the




o sof-- - AT Chma 1900

o dlrectrons of Trentsm and the rarlway We fought desperately, and in 30._ S
' _'_-mmutes the enemy on the T1ents1n srde were beaten’ back: Those on the- S
- railway, however, placed a number of ‘gunsin position and held their ground e
~stubbornly. We therefore used the guns found in the fore, and by 10 o'dlock . - -~ -~
" succeeded in parnally silencing their arnllery At 2 o'clock in the afternoon SR
‘the attack was renewed from the same Cll[‘ECthnS, and ot until we had
~ fought for two hours did the enemy retire.. By 4. 30 pm. the whole of the
~ allied forces had entered the fort At 11.50 pm the enemy sent several shells -~
~ in our direction, but we did not reply. In this fight we had over 60 kllled and R

.""-_wounded 5.0f the wounded betng ]apanese S

- {23 _]mze}

At4.20 am on the 23rd, the enemy renewed the attack from the east and the:_.:-
~ south, and: kept it up for houts, not retiring until 11 am. During this combat-' o
o the Japanese worked some field guns and had 2 men killed. A short rest was -
~ then taken; and, on examining our reserve ammunition, the Japanese found =~ . .
" that they- had only ‘20 rounds per: tifle, the Russians being. in: the same’ o
L condition. We therefore opened the arsenal and took out some new-pattetn -
B German magazine rifles, 25 of which were given to. “the japanese The -
_enemy's attack became ‘weaker in the afternoon. That nrght (23rd).a hun:
. dred English marines were sent out on patrol duty in ‘the direction of the .. -
" railway. After advancrng amile anda half; they were suddenly discovered by =~
.- .the enemy, and retreated, having had a Captain and 4 men killed. Evidently
o '_the e_nen-iy-'had surrounded the fort and were Iying in wait for us to advance.. =" ..

{24jmze} e _
. During the 24th the enemy made several attacks from the east. and the west o
but were qulckly driven back, The Arsenal was about 240 yards square and-
"~ there were over 30 storehouses contalnmg hundreds of various kinds: of - L
o fi eld-guns machlne—guns, and tens of thousands of German and Amencan R
rifles, with an ample supply of. ammunltron As. the allies were. short of -
-ammumtron ‘the capeure’ of this place was an lmmense advantage Moreover ;
~ * there were about 5 tons of hulléd rice, ‘which was equally necessary to us.
" But, on the other hand, we had lost over 200 of our people ~ Ot fully one— R
- tenth of our total force = in kllled and wounded.. . ' o
o Ata councrl held that nlght it was decided chat although ]udgmg frorn | "
| _what had passed, the allies could doubtless force ‘their way to Tlentsm yet -

- “the care of the wounded would hampet them greatly Fully 800 men'would
" have to be told off for ‘transporting the wounded, which WOuld reduce the-_ R
- allies’ fighting force to about one thousand ‘whereas Nieh had some. 15,000 L
* “under his command. Therefore the commanders resolved 10 remain at:the -
: -.".Arsenal as- long as possxble, and 1f p0551ble to dev1se some, means of com— DR

R — . . - —_—

e e e L e
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o muntcatmg W1th Tlentsm Arrangernents were made in that sense and the R
L same mght two Chmese servants were sent: secretly to: Tlentsm

| "{25 ]zme}

At 7 am on the 25th we observed a force of forelgn troops advancxng_-

northwards along the. ratlway We dlsplayecl all our flags and 51gnalled to~

. them. After a time they: wheeled to the left, and at-8.10 ‘am reached the
o Atsenal ‘a Russian officer riding in front and calling out that they had come
" to.our succour. The troops. raised shout of joy, and: ]omed hands in con--.' .
gtatulanon At 8.40 am'the enemy opened fire from the west and south, but - N
. were. 1mmed1ately driven back by the. Russian detachment of the rellevmg_" S
_ ':'_':_'force In the afternoon, the wouncled the prov1510ns the ammumtton, etc. .
. were ‘passed over. the river, and at. dusk the troops all btvouacked on the' U
: _.-__.opp051te bank ' : . SN

{26 ]We}

____'-At 3.40 am the a.lhes set out ftom the Arsenal the rellevmg ttoops actmg as oo

escort. We advanced by, the mﬂwa}’ A hundred- Enghsh marines remained o
 behind. in the Atsenal, ‘under | command of the gunnery captain of the . .0

- Centurion, and set fire to all the stores, so that by 5 am the conﬂagtauon had

' ‘assumed large chmensmns The alhes reachecl Tlentsm at 10. 20 am thhout-
-further m1shap : : : o




o Dear Miss Bee

Letter from Flag L1eutenant
Frederlck A_ Powlett

'__Fredencé Armmzd Powlett (1873»1963) was t/ae 5o, af Admzml

- Arinand Temple Powless. He followed bis father into the Royal Navyandrose: - |
. “quickly, becoming Flag Lientenant to Vice Admiral Sir Edward Seymazm'f P

attached to HMS Centurion af the z‘zme 0f the Baxer Rebe!lzan He m‘md m'ﬂ--'_- SRR I

- 1919 with the rank of Vice Admiral.

: This letter was written to Miss Beatrice ja:aém one af four dazxgbtem af S i
" Thomas jemé_ron (1841-191 5), Chief Mczmger af the Horzg Kong and -
-«Shanghai Bank. The Jacksons were & prominent Jamily in the Far Bast, due -~ |
- largely to the. zmparmme of bis bank. In 1906 Miss ]aoéwrz maryied Major = :
" Raymond John Marker, a dz,rz‘mgm;bed veteran of the Boer War, who diedon -
- the Western Front in Novembér 1914. This letter, like that from Roger Keyes ;a S A
o _Mm ]aoémn n Cba:prer sz a.’afcended in zlae famzly of rbe Maméem som. ;o T)

27 June 1900 RRE

1 wond er if it wﬂl arnuse you to hear the Adventures and Wandermgs of 200' e .

s sailors of 8 nations. Anyhow 1 am going to, rlsk borlng you and give you an

- account. To begin with you must. understand it is the history ¢ of a failure, but . -}
. afailure I think from reasons impossible t0 foresee They tell us we arenotat ' i 0|
" war ‘with’ China but this very day we have been’ ﬁghtmg fot seven hours"-;_ o
o 'agalnsr 3000 Imperlal troops in an Imperral arsenal. The Russians, Germans R
© and’ ourselves ook it Wlth comparatively small Ioas about 18 kl]led and 60

.~ wounded. . - | . o _ __
- This is a-curious country You once Sald rnen were queer creatures to ﬁght .

R and now (I didn’t- before) I agree w1th YOu There is-a very nascy brutal'_ o

. reverse to the medal. 5 - T
c Now for my story‘ We had been off Taku bar for some time When late one:- R
o nrghr (June 9th) a wire from Sir Claude! artived saying that unless we'came -

L - to relieve Peking: very ‘soon we should be too late. All our men were. ‘told. off o

--and we bundled ashoré 500 men in the next two hours.. We were: ashore by .

o R 30 arn at Tongku and at Tlentsm by 8 am frorn whlch we pushed on up the_ o




L lme ar. 9 30 am, You probably woti't remember the rallway Std.tl()l'lS ofi the
- 'Pel\mg line so T have: put a small plan with this to make my meamng cleaxer _
. The first night we got to four miles below Lofa, havmg had to repair .
':."_several small breaks in the line. We moved sllghtly on thé 11th and in the -0
~evening were atracked by the Boxers.'We had an advanced guard of marigies e
“-about a milé ahead who we saw retiring and firing, and When they got w1thm N
~ afew hundred yards of the train the Boxers appearcd amongst the trees and
- made the1r attack. My impression is that the Boxers didn't really realise the o
- trains were so close, but were so. mad keeri to cut off and cut up the marines n
" thar they overshot; but when they saw che train thought they mighc as well . T
. havea smack They are marvellously brave; armed as they were theawith

swords, spears, and. banners, they came on agamst a w1ther1ng fire, stopping - |

only whenr downed: The proportion that seems to stop- them is about one- . -
o tenth left dead. Out proportlon of WOullded to deacl has been 4 or. Stol, 50
~ ‘we may assume theirs i is much the same, which means- that it takes 50to -

60% of casualties to stop these extraordmary Chinamen. Our Josses were nil. -

" The Boxers left 35 dead beliind. T know of one man (to show the pettinacity’
Cof the beggars) who took four revolver bulles, all of Wthh got hun fa.n'ly in
B the body, 10 stop him and still was quite unfriendly. - o o
" The Boxers wear. red turbans and sashes and tie. thf.'lr sleeves ancl ankles B
. with red and have fed on their weapons They make good rargets. When'we =

© . first made thell“ acquaintance they were drmed only with: swords and such- T
- like, but now a beneficent Chinese government wich whom We are not. at war R
" has supphed them with the best. modern rifles; - o

The nexe day the Boxers macle three. separatc '1ttacks bt Wlth httlL

.-."’
i

- suecess. Out force by this time was 2000 — rouglily 1000 Bricish, 450 -
. Germans, 150 French, 200 Russians, 40 Japs, 40 Italians, 30. Austrians, 120 -
o Amcrlcans in four trains, two British, one other comrnanded by the Gerrnan o
S -capmm and one by the. Frenchman There never was such a mixture:
. On 13th June the Boxers made a large attack; [ chink 2000 must hav:. o
B 'come on. They came at noon with beat of drium and by about 12. 30 wereon
o 'the run Ieavmg about 150 dead. We lost 5 an Itahan p1cket Wthh wa.s cut
e In the next two clays durmg whlch we: lay at Lang’tang repamng the lm(, e
- and fi llmg up. with water, there was only one attack which was madeona
E small garrison left at Lofa station, & heutenant and 60 mien, Roughly 1500~ -
~ artacked but didii't get within 200 yards of the station. and left 150 dead. S0’
~ farit had been mere slatighter,: s1tt1ng behind a trench and bowlitig these real |
. “brave men over, We kept on moving slowly forward, repairing as. we went,|
o _-:-'ﬁndmg the line worse and worse till the 16th we found ourselves cut off from.
e Tientsin so we decided to fall back on Yangtsun to endeavour to re-establish =~~~
. our commumc'ltlons We ‘went back with the ﬁrst Brmsh tram, leavmg the CT

--.._._._'...-r-
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N second Brrtrsh and German trains at Langfang and the French at Lofa We“. I
“‘hada small engagement on the 17th and took and burnt three v1Ilages They': RS
- had the.impertinence to show Boxer flags. On the 18th the French teain
“went to Langfang and came back to us to’ report that the German and SR
Secorid British had- been engaged for some hours with 5 to 6000 troopsand - .
~ Boxers, about. two- rhrrds of them troops, and- all armed with rifles. They-::"_ RS S
. came on twice with great determination and left four to five hundred dead - = <
. behind when beaten -off. Our. losses - 15 dead and over 40 WOunded_--"_' B
) ._marvellouSly hght: _ . ' S ' ':_ ' R
_ - This of course showed us we had Imper1a1 troops to deai with. and wewere © L L
" in possession of the rather disquieting knowledge that there were at least . B
7000 of General Nieh’s, reputed to be some of the best in Chma, between us ST B
“and Tientsin. A retreat by water was our oaly chance. We couldn't gobyrail |
. because our enemies had taken jolly good caré that by this time there wasno
" rail below Yangtsun; and our wounded made it unpossxble tomarchexcept’ - | -

: -'by river. We:seized fous, ]unks and prepared them for the wounded and oni - © - |

- the afterncon began our retreat. Only made 3 miles and bivouacked by the

o bank, starting again early in the morning; allour clothes and all stores not -
" necessities-had to be Jeft behmd (I burnt my garments whrch I have now L

. begun to regard as their natural death)..

- At 9 am on:the 20th we ‘were obstructed by Nrehs troops who held_ R
_v:.llage after vrliage and they are pretty thick; it got quite monotonous. They.- - [
had two guns, one of which we captured in the’ evening. “They began by o T
shelling us, then we shelled and advanced and rushed. them out. The Chinese .

: }apparently have no use for the cheer that is always given “with the lase rush, _

. - they always legged it. Brvouacked for the mght of course more killed and- = - k2 __
- wounded: The 21st was worse, we fought lrterale the whole day, pushmgf R
- the Chinese before us till at last we were brought up at about’5.30 by guns- .

"and troops ina posrtron “which at the time we couldn’ t get at. They were . S
" most annoying, kept up a heavy shell fire. Shell fite i isa drsagreeable thing, .~ 0

. the shells are so noisy and abrupt in their movements; rifle bullets unless-- ..., ©

~ very close are quite apologetic, they phew rather’ ‘quickly, when very close
"__'_-pssttt — A shell comes with a howl and- explodes in a most disconcerting - -
~ manner, We. lost. @ great. many: on this day, in one “charge the'leading -
o _'-company bad the lieutenant and midshipmat and 14 out of 50 of the: rank.
. and file hir, Capt Jetlicoe® was wounded and the admiral’s coxswain mor- . |
tally wounded. Edward [Seymour] ‘has behaved absolutely clrsgracefully,_ o
*exposed himself recklessly, led most of the charges and generally beenmost = - |
o naughty The men are awfully pleased naturally, but it is not rrght hxs Irfe s o
~ too.valuable. - - -
~+ That mght it was decrded that the orﬂy thmg to be done Was. to make a
":_mght march and turn, thrs posmon in fact it wag our: only chance of gettmg;;_ﬂ':_ A
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'thtough our wounded lnd mcreased ‘to” over 100 we were short of &
- amnmunition and food. The only thing we really had i in abundance was water
. of the best Peiho brand. which has plenty of: body in it if nothing else; At 1 .
am we'started and by dawn found ourselves opposite an earthwork onthe -~ -
- right bank (we bemg on-the left). Two sentries Imled us what we wanted. =
- We said we were fnends ]"hey said ‘Can do, pass on’; abour 1000 were = -
:_-'perched on, top of the bank (which there is banked up cons1detably) like .
. Crows on a twig when they fired a volley and openecl with guns on us. Tve .
ever seen such a dive for shelter. We got all our men beneath thé bank and "
o StLadied them and started replying. The guns didn’t give us ‘much trouble,
- _we shot the gunners ... It became apparent that the place must be taken at o
all costs S0 we pushed; 120 marines and Luttrell’s’ company, across half a mile” "
 farcher! up: They got within'a hundred yards under cover of a v1llage and - -
“rushed it in great style; clearing the garrison of 500 out in one rush. The = -
_.Germans crossed lower down and we qulckly had all : our force over and .
* found ourselves in possession (rather to our surptlse) of one of the biggest -
armouties in Pechihli. When T eell you one item of the storcs was' 38,000 -
“ - tifles and 38 million rounds of ammunition, you will understand we rather .~
~ fell 'on our feer. We also found guns and Maxims and ammunition, all of ~
- _:_Whmh we rapidly availed ourselves of, and mounted and p1 cpared for an .
o ."att'ick which was ‘of course certain to be made. : .

Sure enough, at about noon we were attacked I)y General Nleh Wlth 25

- battalions. Bach .is supposed ‘to be 500 strong and is ptobably 300.s0 we
“calculate: rathcr over 7000 troops attacked us. Ic lasted about four hours. o
B -Inttasant shellmg and rifl¢ fire on three sides. like the rollmg of dtums, and. .
_ the air raked in all directions by bullets. We lost heavily in spite of our good R
. .govet, out casualtles nearly doubled themselves. The Chinese are suchrotten S
" bad shots that really the safcst place is the forefront of the battle. At abour 4~ -
. pm rhey were choked off arcacking and remed their guns went on forabit .0
.. but we’ silericed them with two of their own guns taken from theli‘ own;__ e
" arsenal which was most gratifying. The next morning they attacked in 2 very.

half-hearted way at daybreak and were tleared out Wlthout muth dlfﬁculty

 /But we Tost . men; our capmm of marincs and ﬁvc men were cut -off and of
' "'course killed. ' : ' ' '

For two days we. e had rest and quiet and dust storms and on the mommg o

~ of the 25th we were telieved by the force which bad relieved Tientsin. ' We -
. went to Tientsin next day, our total losses: bemg 60 killed and 230 WOunded' o
-~ out of the 2000 we started with. Thc marvel is thcy were 50 few. It t akeq o
many bullets to kill or even touch a man, - _ - S
. Roger Ke}res will have to be cateful or he w1ll g0’ und get promoted he has
- “been capturing deStrOYerS and clestroymg forts and generally distinguishing .-~
' 'h1mself Muttay St6watt is here as speaal to the Tmze.f I w1sh all the Specmjs __




. wete hke he the othets are p1gs They are fan:ly meek because they have been e
[ informed that all-their messages must be read and if they are naughty they lI-. PR
S be trod on, They come and prowl round all day and ask questions. . © o0
- Please give my respects to your family and please fotgive me for the extent-'_-;_ S
of my babbhng Hope to see yourself, Sir Thomas and Miss Jackson inthe .
. autumn but goodness knows when this W111 stop I hope to be in the blg-

; 3-'---:advent111‘e on Pekmg before then.

: Yours smcerely
F A Powlett

_ -Notes _ ' ' ' : R B
L 1 sir Claude Maxwell MacDonald (1852-1915) head of the Brmsh Leganon in Pekmg, who_
'orgamsed the defence of that place: durmg the siege. - -

Capta.m ]ohn R. _]elhcoe (1859-1935) of HMS Ce?zmraws and ﬂag captam w1th Sl.r Edward. S
- Seymout’on the China Station; 1898 1901, He was. later to achieve fame at the Bartleof =+ -

Ny jutland dirring World War I For his services he recewed an earldom i 1925 He was buned o
- in St Paul's. Cathedtral. ST . e
Lo ._3 heutenant _]ohn L. E. Luttrell RN of the Cmmﬂaﬂ N
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" The mouth of the Peiho River at the Gulf of Pechibli was defended by ﬁve U
._.3_Chmese forts: the No 1 Fort or North: Fort and No. 4 Fort or Norch West:.._. .
~ Fort, on the nosth baok; 4and on the south bank the No. 2 No 3 and No 50

- Forts known: collectlvely as the South Forts. . ©

By m1d June 1900 the Allied commanders hased on shlps located ten.: :_' o
mlles off shore in the Gulf of Pechthh > became concerned that Chmese*:' o
5 control of these forts constituted a menace to. the safety of Allied: £r00ps 1113_

L Tlentsm, as well as those en route to Pekmg with Admiral Seymour They met. - o

" on 16 June and agreed to. notify the Vlceroy of Chilili that Allied occupatlon-.' A
_of the forts was now deemed necessarty, and that if the Chinese did’ mot - o
o '-:peacefully surrender control on or before 2 am on 17 ]une the Alhes would Lo

" *. occupy the forts by force. . o - S SR

. Only the smaller: shtps c0uld enter the mouth of the Pelho because of the N

- sand bar. The Allies: p051t10ned ten naval vessels mstde the bar — three -
~ . Russian, three Brmsh and one each from Amenca France, Gerrnany, and:

| - _Iapan The main. part “of theit battle fléet had to remam in the Gulf N

. The Chinese mmated the confrontation, opening fire.at'12:50 am on 17°
. June. ‘Duiring the early morning: houts there was continuous bombardment:- o
. from both sides. At 4:30-am the Allied troops advanced on the North. West

. Fort, with British and Japanese troops scaling the parapet; by 5 am. the-"-.-'-."_ S
~ - Chinese had fled. The Allies occupied both forts on the norch bank AtGam - 1

- there was a huge explosmn at the South Forts; after which the’ Chmese_._.; S
" abandoned all three All action had ceased by 7 10 am; w1th the Alhes in ful[ LR
-~ control. : |

. 133 Germans, 244 Japanese,. 159 Rassians, 25 Tralians. and 22 Ausma.ns _
s (The Amencan commander did not allow Amencans to:participate. )
" Within the bar; at the mouth of the Peiho, the most memorable event was

U engmeered by Commander Roger Keyes, ‘who with a small-contingent was - .~ o

LA tOtal of. 904 Alhed soldters and satlors partlapated 321 were Bntlsh o

. able to seize four: Chmese torpedo’ boat destroyers at: anchor between Taku .

7 and Tongku These were recent additions to the Chmese navy, and were
dtstnbuted 0 the Allled navy as. prxzes of war. :

89 o




N _.f.__-.fAccount of Mrs James _]ones

Amerlcan VlSltOl‘

- {0On 16 June 1 900 women cmd cbz!dren mzdmt or mztmg in Tzerzmn were

zaged to travel at. once by train to Tongku in order to be out of bam swayinthe .

- event of @ Bover attack on the Tientsin Foreign Concession. Mrs Jones and the: .+

._--arber refugees weve met.by Captain Wise of USS Monocacy Crow members.
. gave up their cabins to accommodate Mys Jones ¢ amd ber mmpamom Her .rtm:y af T

- wbazt bappmed i as ﬁa[laws J

Even here our: troubles were not at an. end We seemed o have fallen out of -
©the frying pan into the fire’, for soon after getting on ‘board we ‘heard thete o
. wasa probabthty of the Taku Forts being taken that night. It appears that e
" 'the'naval captains had called on the General of the forts, taking Mr John- =
L _’stone, a.geod’ Chmese scholar, as interpreter,. and mformed him that unless . RER
. they surrendered by 12 o’clock that night, they intended to bombard the .
~forts at 2 am, it having transptred that thousands of soldiets were entermg.' - S
" them and'also ‘laying mines across the. channel duriag the: day.. |

About 1 am the Chinese opened fire'. . . From this time. tlll about 6 30 am

- was an increasing bombardment, the roar of the cannon - bemg almost -
g ='deafenmg The first fort taken was the Notth, by, we presume, the  Japanese, -
as that was the first flag we saw. homted followecl shortly after by the Brmsh

on the outer- North fort..

o After takmg these Forts the men- of-war steamecl towarcls the mouth of S
o the river and soon after the German and Russian flags went up on.the South ™
- Forts. Shortly after dayllght we saw four torpedo boats being towed in stern
- figst by the. sztmg and Fame, Aflying the. British flags. During the time of .= .~
* bombardment we and the shtps at Tongku were right in the lifie-of fire and -
- had anything but a pleasant time, the shells Whlstlmg above and around us -
~invall directions, and the marvel is that the M onocacy was the only one. struck R
'she received a shot right. thtough her bows The Lzembzng, lymg at Jardme S0 - o o
 besides running the risk of shells from the forts, was attacked by a party of . o
-Chinese who were lootmg the cargo, but the return fire from the Lienshing -
- eventually drove them away. A shell falling i into.one of the. Tongku hotels: -
~ near the ta.llway statlon kllled three Chmese the only ones that were: m the S
_--house at the time ‘ ' c o U
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. About 10a am when all was quIet some of the ofﬁcers of our Shlp went off ' .
" to explore, M Conley gomg to the North Fort, Mr Burgess to the South HRE _'
“and Mt Miller to Taku, to see.how the forelgn residences had. fared On thelr'- R

B return they ‘had most ghastly tales to relate; The forts were a toass of ruins,. . . :

tivers of blood, with heddless and armless: bodies everywhere Wthl'l the .

. blue-jackets were gathermg together and cremating in heaps. - o
~ Several of the houses at Taku were complete wrecks and nearly all had

& _."-sufferecl in some way. As soon as it was daylight we saw 'in’ the' distance- a'-"’ SR

~ black mass of Chinese hurrymg fromi the forts and the vlllages rouncl about
It s fearecl they w1ll make for Tlentsm and ]om the Boxers :




Account of Ch1ef Ofﬁcer

| J Gordon Steams :;;.j- 1p .fﬁcerf-- o

" {Since the hostilities at Taku erupted without advance notice, numerous coastal =~

vessels — involved in carrying either local passengers or meschandise — were

. caught ar the wharves of Tonghu and Taku, One such boat was the China . .
- Steam, Navigation Compcmys S.S' Hsm—Fung, w/aose Cbzef Oﬁ?cer, Mr Gar— S

N ”_.‘dorz, mported as ﬁ;[low.r '}

L We ‘wefe rlght in the thrck of the ﬁght the shot ancl shell 1ust clearmg our ' '
o 'awnmg boom: There were no blg ShlpS in the actton, only gunboats o’ small_'.l.-: Sl
© . craft, comprising’ three Russians, one Engltsh one French; and one German.

One of the Russians got a shot in her bow and is now aground in shallow

. - water. She was hit five times in all and another of the Russians was hit three. . .-
Ss times. The Aigerme the British vessel, sustained no serious clamage and only - o
 took two shots through her stoke-hold: ventrlators The. heaVy loss of the-"-' B
: Ru351ans is: accounted for by the fact that a shot or shell fell in the rnagazme o
causmg an explosron of a.mmumtton R - S
. An ultimatum had been sent ashore to the effect that 1f the Boxers were'"'-
not checked other steps would have to be raken. Then some of the naval

officers went to see the General at 12 o’clock on Satirday night, to ask what

~ he intended doing., The General replied that he. meant to. ﬁght and a .-
bombardment by the ﬂeet was’ arranged fot 2 o clock that mornmg The BT

| o __ The USS Manocacy had been up river on pattol work and as she came down- - _ : o |
- men on shore neat the wharves opened fire on her wtth nﬂes but they were:
L 'soon silenced. : : Ll o

It ‘was on€ of the Ru551ar1 torpedo boats that s;lenced the ﬁre of rhe': |

riflemen along the creeks near the river, the work bemg done in very short
- time. . : : e
_ On the inner side. of the forts the Brttlsh ancl _]apanese ﬂags are ﬂymg, _onf__ R
o the outer side the Brlttsh and. R.ussran flags, and on’ “the south side the S
" German and Russian colours fly. The Russxan flag ﬂtes at the Navy yatd and”
. the. docks The four captured torpedo desttoyers are all uncler the Brrtrsh A
| '_"ﬂag - S SR

The forts do ‘not show much damage ftom the Out51d€ but on entermg



| them a very v1v1d 1dea is gamed as to the effect of modem shell fire. The place "

" was wrecked and mutilated ~men and. horses wege thlckly strewn over the . '

blood-stained ground. The visitors, after the ﬁghc made quite a harvest of
- .mementoes, and we were shewn yesterday a drum, a sword bayonet, and

‘packets of gun fittings, portions of shell and other grim relics of the affray. - .
. These were taken from the fort, mcludmg also a crystal cap button and red.. B
N tassel tha.t were lymg near one of the clead




Report of Captam
M. Nagamme
Japanese N aval Ofﬁcer

{Capmm Nagamme commrzded rbe japzz?ze;e cmz;er Namwa ]

On the 15¢h | mstant a mrllrary councrl was. convenecl by the senior navalj_ R
o ofﬁcer Vice-Admiral {Hrltebrandt}, on board the first-class’ cruiset Roma . '_ _
~ "The facts which the' council had t0- consider were that the: msurgents TR
- numbermg about. 2000 showed a disposition to- ‘attack the Taku Ports, t6 ~ -
* destroy the rallway, and to- lay torpedoes in the Peiho. In view of these'

dangets, it was resolved that steps miust be taken-to guard the- rarlway

. -station, and to preserve. commumcatlons w1th Tientsin. In. carrymg out this _
2 resolutlon the allies determmed to adopt a defenswe attrtude, and to refram:;_ P
-'_from assuming the offensive unless they were attacked, in which event they -
© wereé to assault thé forts and render them’ mcapable of clomg any mrschlef e - -
. was. further decided ‘that a force of 300 Japanese marines should be landed * & -
. and posted at the Tong-ku' station, with orders to guard it until relieved,
. .On the 16th instant at 11.am another councﬂ was held on board the'_
- _'Ra.rma The facts before this second council were that although the Chinese * =
- "Govemmenr had: raised no. ob]ecuon to the Forergn Powers cooperating to

. preserve good order-and secure. life and property, and had’ undertaken .to

) ,dxscharge its own dutres in those respecrs there was.now every. appearance S

- ‘that the Chinese trOOps were laying: torpedoes to block the. tiver and were -

~advancing to destroy the railway in conjunction with the Boxers, The naval'
- _"commanders found themselves obliged in consequence to adopt measutes for -

o _' preservmg commumcatrons with the men alread}’ {anded from'the ShlpS and o

- toprevent Tientsin from bemg isolated. Therefore, they determined that the

o ~- Govertior. of Chihli must be called on to hand over the Taku Forts and 1f he'_ S

- ;declmed to do 5o, they must be assaulted. : S
CAni mtlmatlon in ‘that senise was- forwarded to the Governor, as We]l astg -

c the ‘officer in command of the Chinése. troops; 2 o'clock am on: the 17th5-_ '
. being named as the hour by which hostilities would commence in the event ~ -

o ‘of the Forts not bemg har;ded over. At'3, 15 on rhe afternoon of that day. -

. (16th) a force of 180 Russrans was landed and at 4 pm they Were followed'- s o
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| by 250 Brmsh ancl 130 Germans By 8 pm the srtuatron had become very-._--'. o
~ critical, and it was evident that hostlhtres might comimence at any moment R
. " At 12,50 am the Ports opened fire on'the Amga, is; Algerme Mmamcy,;
- Koveets; Bobr, Szfamb and other forelgn craft lying inside the bar, and a ﬁerce' S
" cannonade at once commenced, lasting without 1ntermtssron ul‘ltll 4.35am, -
when a terrible explosion occurred, one of the Chinese magazines haying
" been blown up. The Japanese torpedo destroyer Kagero had meanwhile been - I
. steaming round and round the Chinese cruiser Hazz-yaerz, but, as the latter;ﬁ_' S
_showed no srgn of takrng part in the hostilities; the Kagero was despatched at
. 5.20 am to ascertain how matters were proceedmg on shore. Owing, how-" .

ever, to the Iow state of the tide, she could not cross the bar Flfteen minutes !

- later, namely at 5:45 am, the Japanese ﬂag was. seen wavmg over one: of the":' g

* “Forts on the northern bank of the River. -

) The report of operatlons on shore shows that at daybreak the forces for the C
- assault of the Forts were marshalled 200 Russrans forming the van; 380
- British and Germans the mam body, and 300 japanese the reserve force in
"'-.therear SRR S . -
. The advance was: commenced in echelon of columns but owmg to rhe S
" hot fire opened by the Chinese, 2 command was issued to take sermrshmg ST A
- order.’ Captaln Hattori then percerved that the Russrans in the van were . i
'makjng litele progress owing to the heavy fire kept up by the Chinese, and= "} .
- that. the advance of the British and the Geimans ‘was impeded by heavy . " 0
- -ground. He himself was marchmg with two fi ¢ld-pieces at the head of his " o
' _men, but, observmg a short road of access to the Fort, he doubled his. marines PO o
- - at each side of the guns and pushed on raprdly, Ieavmg the rest of the allies -~ -
- . behind. The Chinese 1 troops still kept up a brisk fite, and Capta.m Hatton AR
© . seeing that a bayonet charge was the only fesource, gave the necessary =~ -
. orders: He fell 'dead himself just as he reached the parapet, but Lleutenant A
-~ Shiraishiled the men. Therr charge was successﬁ.ll and the rest of the troops ]

B followed Immedrately

oyt B
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- The city of Tientsin had both a strategic location and a large concentrationof =~ =
- western resrdents, mostly busmessmen and missionaries. It was, therefore an’ .
" obvious target for Boxer aggression and of equally clear tmportance tothe .
- Allies. When the Allies decided to mount-a military campaign’ against the. -
. Boxers, Tientsin was a prOtal factor as a base for, supplies and t£00ps. No .

- sooner had the Seymour Expedmon cleparted on 10 June than troops and. _

: _equlpment started moving in; by 13June 1700 Russtan troops with: cavalry TR
. and field guns, reached Tientsin. . " L
*The Boxers (who by this time were cooperatmg wu:h the Chmese Imperlal et e
- saldiers under. General Nieh) cut the. -telegraph: wire: between ‘Tientsin: and R
. Taku on 15 June; and on 17 June statted to bombard the Foreign Cons
O '_.cessmn The 27-day siege of Tientsin,. startmg on 17 June and ending: on 14 -
" July, is an oftén-ovetlooked part of the events, of this penod The c1ttzens R
were not totally cut off from the outside world, as were their counterparts in oo
. -Pekmg, bur their hardships were substanttal : o

A relief force of Allied sailors, marines and. sold1et.s arrlved on 23 june and 3
removed much of the 1mmed1ate danger, 24 June brought General Stoessel .

" and his Russmn troops and also the First. Chinese Reglment (known as the
- Weihawei Regiment) serving under British officers. On 25:June the Seymour -~ =
. . Expedition returned: The Allies captured alarge arsenal tWO. mlles fromthe . -
. Biitish Concessmn, on 27 June; on 4 -July the Chinese made an. unsuccessful_ R
attack on the radroad station; on 9 July the Allies: captured another arsenal;
~on 11 July there was a three-hour battle at the railroad station, resultmg in
. many_Allied casualties. All during this time the citizen populatton of the .~
" foreign area of Tlentsm endured bornbardment rtﬂe ﬁre and Chmese:_'_ L
o -attacks ' o ' - T

. On 13 _]uly the Alhes gathered thelr sttength and mmated an attack on

_. '_ L the Chinese Walled City,. which was taken on the: mormng of 14 July Thts S
- _ended the Slege of 'I‘1er1tsm ' e :




Journal of

Captam Edward H. Bayly,

Royal N avy

| Captam Edward Hemy Bayly { 1 84 9—1 904), wizs bom . Trzm, Ire[and

'He.fzgﬂedwzmachszCadeton 9jmze 1863. H”fkfé'e"’bdd:ew/edm:b t/oe' . e

- Brzmb Army. in India, bur died while Edward was still a Cadet.

- Bayly’s seyvice with the Royal Navy took him to Africa, South Amerzca, azm’ T
o u[,tzmaa‘ely to China. He served as Captain of the British ship Ausora dzzrmg_' Rty
- this peviod but played a magor 1 role among. the Allies, especm!ly after Seymonr put . EE
bim in charge of British civilian and military personnel, with am:barzty also.

. “over vesidents of the British Carzcemm (tbe Zargm mm’ ma.ft zmpart:mr com-:

R ponerzt of the ﬁwzg?z sefdement) _ S
. Bayly distinguished bzvme!f n. tbme mingr calamcd mmpczzgm, /Je was"_ .
' aw;zrded the order of Cammander af tbe Bm‘b fbr bz; _rervzr:e dwmg tbe Boxer -

.:"'_m’:eiizorz N

]une 10, 1 900—Szmday

" The Admiral f{Seymour} and nearly all the landmg party from [the] ﬂeet o
- -proceeded to Tongku and entrained “there, leaving after some- delay in
L getting trains made up, for Trentsm where they. arnved between 7 and 7. 30"' IO

" am on 10th June. A second train followed with guns and guns crews ancl .

. the Matines under Captaln Lloycl : S

On arrival at Tientsin, no consular oﬂicral of any kmd was at [the] statron :

" and the few rarlway ofﬁcrals could not tell us much; Apparently the Tienitsin~
- authorities -had not- contemplatecl any early arrival though they thust o
'_-'(shoulcP) have known that Captain” Jellicoe’s- visit' would- produce speecly" o
- results (They are 5o slow they’ cannot understand the Navy's ways.) - o _
"-The Admiral and staff went off to the British- Consulate o gather com—" e
o mandmg ofﬁcers of different nationalities together for a. consulratlon ancl;_: IR
O 'graclually the station became fi llecl with varxous detachments hurrredly got e
[together to. join Admlral Seymours force, about t0- march to the rellef of L
- Legatzons, or o endeavour to relieve them. . T : s
- On the return of the C. in C. to the station, he placed me in command of T
':'the Brltlsh forces in Tlentsm, leavmg the Am-om $ small arms compames o
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those of Orlmzda under Lleutenant anht who had been fot some days m__ -.

© Tientsin, [and} somé 31gnahnen .

The ' Admiral proceeded  after “leaving - ﬁnal orders Wlth nie, ancl was

- -accompanied and followed by such of the Allies:as were. reacly o start, about'__';‘_--

. 110 being Americans under Captain {Bowman H.] McCalla of the United ~
 States Flagship Newark. The officers’ commandmg small detachments-of -

 Austrians and Italians had most courteously reported to me as wishing to

~ place. themselves under the Admiral’s orders (to attach themselves to the = .

) ‘_Brmsh) and room was made for them in. the Admiral’s train by his orders, ~ -

" some British detraining and followmg in the second train, which followed =~ |

- soon after the first, with Commander Boothby of Eﬂdymzon it charge. This .~

train contained, bes:des British, a few French, Japanese, and Russians. (There

“was, or had been, some slight hitch about the going on of the British and- EEEE o

~French forces, perhaps political, but a few started, representing ‘the nations, - il
‘and more followed next day.) A third train arrived from Tongku with the =" -
T rernamder of British, mostly guns” Crews;: who had been detamed at Tongku L
" and about 450° Germans, under Captain Von Usedom ‘of . the flag ship .
o '_'_:Hert/acz A couple of guns, an officer (Subheutenant Ballard) and a few men’-j_' EEA SRR
- were taken from these gun parties ; and kept at Tientsin. - S
- 'What has been called the ‘train incident’ arose over the thtrd traln, owmg SEEEEE P
- 'to the growing obstruction of the Chinese rmlway authorities, the attitude of . S -
-the mob, and the orders of the Viceroy of Tientsin. The European offi calsac .}
theé station informed me at last that their: du‘ector acting presumably onthe - |
3 'Vlceroy s orders that no.more trains were to be seat on to Peking, refusedto -
- allow an engine to be taken out of the shed. Sald director; whom I'did not™ "
. know by sight, spoke to me-on the subject - it appears; and as'it appeared - -
. me that the most unportant matter just then on hand was the despatch of
. pearly 600 men and some guns to. join’ ‘the Admiral’s force, I exptessecl my
~ opinion and intentions to him plamly, and sent a guard to seize the engine.
- (The aud1ence concurred in the opinion. that 1 threatened to hang {the} = ¢
- director, 5o it seems hkely I.did. I think so0 myselﬂ At any rate the effect- . '
. produced was all that could be desxred ) S S |
‘Then 4 mob. obstructed . the entrance to shed and also commeocecl 0
_ tock the line, t destrOy its - accoracy anyway, 'if not. to_tear it up. I
_ accordmgly had twenty men sent round, and gave ordets that if any more .
attempts to injute the line were made, the wreckers were to, be fired on. The T |

director vamshed and the: train after much delay, was got: together The mob_ R £ .

by this time filled and overflowed the station limits, and large crowds were B

on the plam round, 1mpedmg the work ete.. Some doubt[ess many, only

L unpelled or drawn by curiosity; some mischieyous, as ‘when the train finally |
.. started, a good many stones were thrown. The crowd collected i in front of the . 4.
_ engme apparently to mtumdate the clnver, a Chmese (who had to be brtbed FR
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Lt drwe) who srarted very slowly, but I ordered hrm 0 go faSt and scatter--__,_ o
the mob. The latter scattered. - S RTINS S
It was then about 5.30 pm. AsT had been at the station: all day, cleemmg L

o the trains - just then the most ‘important matter, Lreutenant Wright of -

. .Orlands had seen to the accommodatron of all who had comeup that day o~
- form the defence force. In thlS, as in all other matters under his care, he had._'-:"-'__; S

- “been miost pamstakrng and careful He had also statloned the newcomers in"*

R their posts, either new ones, or those lately. held by Centurion and others gone -
~ on with [the} Admiral. After a visit to {the] Consulate, _where I was krndly--

-~ given a room, I went found the lines, accompanred by Lieutenant Perfectof =~ .

R Orfanda, having: ordered Lieutenant Wrrght to rest till- mornmg, as i¢ found . | '

._ ~him absolutely done ap when we. were starting, farrly trred out from fatrgue - |
. and want of sleep. He wias a-most indefatigable. and zealous worker The 0
. visits to the quarters. of the defence fotce, and to the lines of posts, took well | IR

into the night, and 50 ended up the 10th. As far as could be ascertamed

" there were. about 700 (ot maybe a few more) of Allres present then ln;_..-_- . R
S Trentsm . : _ Rt

june 1 1 1900 Marzdczy : R
.'_The prmcrpal work this day, and for some days afterwards lay at the rarlway L

- station. More and more difficulcy — and. consequent 1rtegular1ty ~ il des- _
patch of trains occurred, and any’ regular traffic may be said to have' ceased' R
- on {thel l4th even ‘betwetn Tientsin dnd Tongku Tt had ceased: Wlth

' _Pekmg when the Admiral started. The remainder of Russians and. French®

- going on to join the force advancrng towards Pekmg went on after much- L
- difficulty in securing ‘a train and driver. They copred my proceedmgs of {the} -

S night before, but quarrelled with the European railway employees amatter. .
. which caused them extra delay . and trouble, as they had lent me all the aid™

= ‘they could, though ostensibly carrying out orders from thert director and the o
- Viceroy. I succeeded in pacrfymg the msulted ones, and outwatd calrn SR

o _rergned

- The Bmﬂezxr arrrved off Taku in afternoon and 1rnrned1ately sent. up- 160 _ B
- ofﬁcers and men under Commander Beatty, accompanled by Major [Edward R
- N} Luke, RMLI — this | addition to our force was very, welcome, as-half - :

o _' Lieutenant Roper’s Cofnpan}’ had gone to Tongshan the other half went next'_ ~
" day (12th). The purchase and despatch of fresh provisions; stores etc. tothe: -

~ Admiral’s force began. Chinese: began to leave in large numbers. Erght trains. |

left for Taku ‘A Chinese General and about 800 men and 4 guns wentina -

-special train; ‘said to be. for Sinho, but they dettained at Chiin Lrang Cheng’

oy and proceeded across. country, stated to Shan Hai Kwan. An engine and brake.
“ram arrived from front, a- Corporal (Appleton) US Marines and 6 menasa o

_'guard at 5 30 pm returnmg later Shops closrng, ready money only taken
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]zme 12, 1900 Tuafday

Sent ‘remainder of Lieutenant Ropers Company to Tong Shan under Mr e
© Clark-Hall, Mrdshrpman Tram atrived from front at 11 am brmgmg des-'_ s
o ':patches and several passengers. Left again at 3.45 with several tons of stores, =

" and rifle ammunition for Adrmral s force. Shops closmg and Chinese leavmg e
(A specral train brought a Chmese Genetal, prisoner, who ‘was at.once - B
- conveyed to the Native City.ina covered cart, said to be a prlsoner of war on. S

~ account of not suppressmg Boxers")

_]zme 1 3 1900 Wedm.rday

- Engine and brake ram. arrwed from front under Amerrcan guard brmgmg S o

some wounded Boxers (four) (The mob. believed Boxers to be mvulnerable) BN AT

"~ A Russian force under Lientenant Colonel Amsrmoff arrived. Stated =~

- numbers varying from 1500 to 1800, including 4 field guns and about 150_‘ .

'-mounred Cossacks. Also alittle temporary friction was caused by the action. of = |

" some French, who, under orders from their Consul General ' seized an engine, - -
placrng a guard on it, and were stated to have threatened (him)the locomotive " -

* overseer with bayonets. Both parties very. excited, but s_etrled_affal_r amicably.

“Consul General is now most friendly whenever we meet. (Says I spoke French :

: j-hke an angel! Truth is economrcally used by the French, and I don t thmk
thelr knowledge of angels is great. Are there any French a.ngels p)

jzme 14, 1900 — szmday

“No “train arrived from- front but a coutier from Pekmg came in, who L

" -__reported the burumg of all MlSSlOIl houses in the Wesrem I-Irlls and the'

N _Summer Legdtion. R
' Captain Burke of Or!arzda arrrved from Taku, havmg lefr the sh1p the S

night before in obedrence to Admiral Seymour's’ order, transrmtted by me
the day befote (13th) — After some hours’ delay, owing to the running away -

o of Chmese drivets and ﬁremen, he started for the front, but retirned later -

- owingto obstrucrrons (the tearing up and burmng of lme) beyond Yangtsen, - -

© . The Russians sent a force (stated at dlfferent times to have been from’ 200-' i
o 600 strong) to' Chun Llang Cheng to hold the station, - S

- The Viceroy’s: secretary came to me at station, -and. backed up by our .

- --"_Consul [W.R. Carles} (") urged me to send af escort of 50 men to protect -

. Viceroy!!! This I did not do, having a suspicion’ that said Vrceroy was trying”

- to play double, and that escort would have been murdered in Native City, "~ |

| _:_dlmrmshmg our small force consrderably I referred Secretary elsewhere N

jmze 1 5, 1900 — Frzday S : . .
.. Three French mission houses wete burned by Boxers and many ﬁres llghted

" amongsr the native houses near French Coucessron (between Natrve Crty and

e T
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o _'Forergn Concessmns) - Telegraphlc commumcauon w1th Tongku was
L mterrupted Captain Burke again attempted 0 proceed to.the front, but had

- to return’ later owing to the destruction of line, two bridges being impas-
sable, one on fire. He reported having had 2 brush wrth Boxers or Chtnese-i_ -

g fendeavommg to destroy the line. _ g : N

" A patrol train went down. the’ line to Chun Lrang Cheng and ’I‘ongku e
- Brought back some 30 stoker and mechamc ratings. ThlS train Carrled search

- lights. Ma]or Luke in charge. - S : ' "

A large. quantrty of stotes, provrsrons aerated waters ‘etc. for Admrral B

- Seymour’s party (also 1ce) also failed to get through and most of these ~©
 articles subsequently fell into the. Cossacks™ ‘hands at Station, or went . -
" down their throats. Some ammunition in. the train. subsequently proved. T
- usefal. (Not bemg eatable or dnnkable it survrved) The train was-not a - o
rec0nn01termg one as stated by a wnter at Trentsm nor had it & Maxrm
Lleutenant Irwm USN of Mamamcy, arrwed wrth 22 men to remforce_ e
" American guard, bringing it up to. 50 (about). - ' . -
. . 'The Roman Catholrc Cathedral in the Natrve Clty Was burnt dunng mght- o
L of 15th ' o : :

_]zme }6 1900 Samm’ay

' The Boxers made an attack on {the} settlement early in mornmg, and set ﬁre o
- tohouses. (Chinese) nearest ‘the “Wool Mill and Recreation Ground, but were . . .
~ soon dnven out. They had cover from Native City from native houses unil .
-~ close to Concession. (Ftrst report made to me by a volunteer, WhO clattered
. '_'-111'50 the Consulate shourmg for me and proclalmmg his. Dews at top ofhis .
. voice, effectually rousing out the whole family.) The Boxers also attacked the el p
- Railway Station, but were driven off by the. Russian guard. o
o Mr Hancoclc5 reported all employees left Or ‘fun. away: Everythmg ata . o
 standstill. Telegraph operators from Awurora's Chief Yeomans of Signals and IR
" Yeomen Worked instruments till the people at’ ‘other end bolted. SRR
o ‘A train (patrol traln) wrth mixed force went down line: towards T ongku S
. Lieutenant [I-Ierbert MY} Perfect of ‘Orlando accompanred but a German .-
- officer was in c0mmand This train, on nearing Tongku, came undet some. .
. shell fire, probably stray shell from one of Taku Forts, at the commencemenr' C
- of the action which ended in their capture, and returned callrng at Chun s
. 'Ltang Cherrg and 1nform1ng Russian guard R L o
_ Final dlsappearance of Chmese servants, employees of all krnds except SR
. -'some Cantonese occurred . SR : o
A repamng train was got tOgether takmg all nrght to prepare as 5000- L
- rallway sleepers and a large amount of tools, ptns ete, had o be found and R
o 'placed m trucks L , . :
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June 17, I 900 szdczy

At about 8 am on 17th a start was made The train contamed 26 Brltxsh_

o under Lieutenant. [Frederrck L} Freld Bmﬂez;r (who ‘was in- charge) to. Work e
a 6-pounder QF gun.on. front truck ahead of search light, the light, the .
- engme, and some to repair line. There were also 150 Russran troops 12

e French, 15 Gerrnans, 9 Japanese

~ The progtess of this train was soon mterrupted and it only got 5 mrles
“ont, in the end. At half a mile from the station the line needed repair,. and -
-~ frequent stoppages were necessaty. Also aftet. passing. first brrdge skirmishes, -
- ‘with line destroyers and Boxers became frequent By 3 45 pm alarge body of KPR
- Chinese had assembled. between the. tram and Tientsin. Tram was backed".'.
towards them, and the troops and train. engaged them,’ covered by 6

'.pounder gun. Repatrmg train was shelled from direction of Native City.

e R e

‘At 5.00 a train came into sight from the Tientsin direction; This wasone .

y contammg alarge force of Russians (accompamed by heutenant G.B. Powell o L
~ of Awrora) Wluch had gone out from Trentsm in conséquence: of a. report":._:_ L B
" brought in about midday by Mldshlpman {Henry C.Y Halahan of Awrora, . -0
" whom I'had sent out with an engine and one truck conrammg a 6-pour1der:
. gun and about 20 seamen (Brltrsh American, and two French sentries who o
~had been placed on engine prevxously) to. drrve away-a- crowd of Chlnese o
observed wreckmg the line at less than a mlle from statlon Mr Halahan had
gone on to the first bend, just out of sight, and became: en gaged with a partyf S
“of Imperial troops, in uniform and well armed. Having killed several and T

- drrven the rest towards Native Clty, he retumed and. reported

! mformed the Russians, who. shortly afterwards asked for a train with the -
© gun and some trucks to contain soldiers. They had gone out alorng line, and-
Lieutenant. Powell accompanied -them: I have reason. to believe that they .
--detached a small party to proceed under a. brrdge and cut off some Chmese
- and that this party was completely cut off and. destroyed All Chmese near. - .40
~ line were dispersed. The repairing train was ]omed up'to rhls tram of Rus—--.:- PR P
o sxans, anid both returned to Tieatsin, : N o

It wias resolved by some of the- commandmg ofﬁcers to capture the Clu

" niese Mrhtary College which stood-on the left-bank of the river, opposite the .~

Concessrons, at.‘about 200. or less than 300 yards from the’ bank: An SR
- enclosure or compound with a mud wall about nine feet high, with small R

" trees and shrubs, stood between it :and the river bank. The force of about 200 ©

= ','strong who were to attack; consisted: of British Marines, about 50, ‘under

. Major Luke, Semo.r Officer of the whole Austnans, French Germans, and L

* Tralians,

 The attack began at about 3. 00 pm Shortly after the first shells of the L
o _bombardment of the Settlements burst overhead. The shell ﬁre from the City. R
: 'f was not. at ﬁrst accurate as: regards elevatron (I thoughr thrs, sorne thought
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: ..dnfferently), but speedlly 1mprovecl Several shells burst clown rlver, a hun- S
- ‘dred yards or so below the attack, probably intended to reachit. o
. The College was successfully carried and the guns found renderecl useless I
o Most of the atcacking force soon, returned to the Tientsin side of river, but: S
~ Major Luke’s Marines remained for some time, fightmg from room to room
" with the bayonet. A Marine hauled down the large yellow dragon flag from "
- the roof, which he climbed. The buddmg was then set on fire, and the force ~
retired, One company of seamen had by this time crossed the river, in case of _ S
" any-further aid-being ‘necessary to cover our Marines. Brltlsh casualtres 1.
' “killed, 4 wounded, ‘German -1 killed, Itahans 2 wounded (4 per cent. of force) o
This was a very. busy day, the first of the siege and bombardment. - .
A patrol ‘train, to hold a large force, was prepared to endedvour to
. commumcate wrth Chun Liang Cheng: meg to the drsplacement of parts.. .
. of line, engine etc. it took all night to get it ready: Lieutenant Field of .~
- Barfleur had nearly 48 hours of umnterrupted work over. thlS and the S
_ reparrmg tram of day before : :

jzme 18, }_ 900 Mofzday

Tu ~Train was got ready by 6. 00 am, and went out at 6 15 wrth 750 Russzan . |
_ troops and 15 officers, havmg the search llght and a 6~pounder tack in 0
_ front. Train, light, ‘and gun worked by. Brxtlsh Lreutenant Field'in charge In - o

* . half an hour this train became engaged with the. enemy. From 8. 15t 100
am it was' repairing line, and occasionally using 6-pounder. QF gun, while
" Russians were skirmishing, It continued fighting and tepairing until after 2.0~~~

: pm when matérial gave out, and a return was decided on. The traig’ arrived - .

most opportunely to complete the defeat of the Chinese, who' had for some " :

~  time kept up a very heavy attack on the Ra.tlway Station. The Russians had -~

- found themselves pressed, and requested our support. Two Compames and a ... -

- field gun were sent, ‘and, drd :good service. Commander Beatty was in .~

command, and’ {the} gun was worked: by Licutenant anht The Russians

cheered' the: gun, which took up 4 posrtron one -of their own. had’ been L
.- withdrawn’ from “The Russians from the train were able to somewhat out— e |
flank the attacking Chinese, and Lreutenant Field used the. 6—p0under QF N e
. with effect as long as possible. The attack was defeated and enemy ﬂed into .
- .- Native Clty -. - _ e _ S
" The8S Pei ng, a very large one for the rwer, arrived She was owned by .
o -the Mining and Engmeermg Co. and was supposed to- have come up to take
"__away Mr Chang Yeh Mao, ‘the dlrector, and friends. There was a deal of - -
. trouble over this -steamer (which I detained - then). Frrst with Tientsin
- ;Volunteers, ‘and then with the shrp herself. Her officers gave much’ trouble S
- 'some bemg usually drunk ancl quarrelmg w1th each other In varrous Ways__ o
she was a perfect nulsance : : o
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The Customs launch Spmy was sent down w1th Brrnsh workmg her, an d o

o ';:_took letters.to Taku, The Captains [were} Cox of Orlando, an AB of Aamm, L

ERA Bmﬂem stokers a French engineer: ofﬁcer [Seeberg] (good an), an""

B ;ofﬁcral or other person from US Consulate [R S. Maclay, Interpreter] and a
pllot (an ass). ' :

o The British ran thrs boat the pnlot was an ass, and got her aground several'."__-_ R ST
" '.__trmes Finally the; blue]ackets carried. the letters overland the last few miles. -~ 0
. The Volunteers, like many people in Tientsin, weré affected by the wild el __
o -'_rumours and beliefs flying about the Settlement. Susprcrons testing-on the * 7/ ¥ oL

‘vaguest foundations - 1f any — were rife. Accusations were made by all sorts |

of people, and ander’ cover of searchtng for’ concealed arms, a good many-":f':_'_'” S R
L ﬁPeople were said to have broken open desks, safes etc and searched for rrade. P

: _secrets or prled into other people s busmess

The lives of a cértain few were hardly safe. Indeed accusatrons of treachery,_f el
e double dealmg, relatlons with the enemy etc:. were common, and, in one__5 BRI SIS
. case, the Consul was: asked to get me to-execute one person‘ The charge was: ]

- absurd on the face of it, and a‘most natural and reasonable explanatron was

ready. Incleod the accused has always. rendered service and: given: useful -

“oo. Cinformation; I have reasot to know, and ‘was far less lrkely than SOImE. others'::'-'_"'-__"'_ g

" tohave held any communication with the enemy Too. rnuch ‘touch’with the - =4 "

3 Chmese was undoubtedly kept up, and too great faith in’ them held to, for': -

."---'too long. a time, by certain people in Trentsm, who had’ been mnted up: with

" them for years, in business or in various schemes, and projects. Apparently;."_ "

' most serious accusations were. believed in, on suspicion prmcrpally, andthere -~ - .}

- was intense dislike, amounting  to hatted, felt towards a few, by. many. "

- Indeed, threats were copenly made use-of, and the ‘most. terrible charges-‘f- EE

--_i"_:'-talked of. ‘There weére many brrght exceptrons ‘to’'this sort of thmg,

o '_ _'_'though the first shelling cleared the streets of many, the few remamed domgf" R B
o such service as they could. - o LR
The 18th swelled ‘the casualty hst greatly, and there were many kmd'i' N P

o .helpers tolook after the wounded Who were 4t f rst brought to rhe TleLnsm v

FE Club whrch had been turned mto a hosprtal

jﬂne 19 1900 Taafday

i Proposal to leave Tientsin, and seek a better mllttary base nearer Taku Was' o

" .made to me, and chstmctly declined. (Letter from M. subsequently called this -~ 2

7 matter up). = It was never reported officrally ‘but was known 1o a very. few, "
- and letter proves it, if proof should: evet be wanted. Letter is in ‘my pos-

B Chmese could have turned full attention to these. ob}ects

L ) session, Nrce kette of fish would have resulted if Trentsm had been aban-

~ doned. Legatlons could have- fallen -and Adniiral’s force been- cut off asf_.

In addrtron to guns m [the] Crty, the enemy early placed two small guns._;‘_'




(field guns) 0 the eastward of Brltrsh Concessxon, close to rallway'.

o embankment between the compounds of two. burldmgs foﬂ'ﬂeﬂy occupied

o by some tailway officrals, Wl'llCh opened fire on the Concession, causing much: e
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_‘annpyance. An attempt to surprise - these ‘was. tmade: by a pafty under'_l’__ N
- Commander Beatty; the Russians promxsmg to make a flank attack: from”ij_'___-' S
- Ithe} rarlway station. The attackrng patty. crossed the river and’ under cover I

. of the houses reached a space under fair cover by a few houses and trees, pot - .

- much exposed to the guns, 1f at all Here they halted Waltmg for the ﬂank' SRR
- attack to develop. - : : = R

The Russians toolc some: tlme workmg out from Statlon, under cover of .

- lines of carriages and rmcks, and ‘while the front attack was wa1tmg, a large':-' TR

“ . fotce of Chinese had worked round undet cover of the railway embankment .
. anda miud wall, and taken up a.position of rlght flank of attack, comipletely U
enfi ladmg them, on opening fire. This theyr did Wltll the effect of causmg S

. 'sericus casualties. Commander Beatty and WO Lreutenants A. Sterling of = . S

- the Bmﬂez;r and. G B. Powell of Aurora, being severely ‘wounded, and M.~
 {A.P.} Donaldson; midshipmar. of Bmﬂezzr, dangerously wounded (Mr .
Donaldson subsequently died of pneumonia supervening {3 July]), and:_: PRI

o :several men wounded, more or less severely. A 9- pouindér field gun. had been’ - R

_"brought into position on the Bund. outside Cousulate by this'time, and was -~ . ¢
.-+ - making fair practice. after obtammg the range —which: had to be done over-' £
o the tops of intervening houses. on. the opposite bank of river. LR _
" "The surprise having: failed, and any chance of success havmg dlsappeared Ifﬂ. S

o '-'{'-the attackmg force withdrew, and the Chmese ﬁndmg the: position of guns S

. untenable in face of i increasing accuracy of fire. from. 9- -pounders on Bund RN

- withdrew them, having. brought up horses or ponies. from under cover, but Sl

4 .not, before dangerously woundmg Lieutenant anht of. Or[anda whowason . .7 .
. the ‘Consulate roof, drrectlng the - gun, reportmg each round A shell ..~ o

L _'_"'_exploded alongsrde gun,. pieces flying up over Consulate, and a portionof.

- Lieutenant Wright's skull was cattied away. The' services of a most valuable |

- - officer were thus lost to the defence, and since, most unfortunately, tothe.
" Navy, as. after undergomg two operations- and’ apparently making a mar-;
- vellous recovery, he was invalided home; but succumbed months later under

' another operation.” Wright and I had: only changed places a few mmutes'--'--":"___ SRR
s ._"-_when he ‘was hit. by shell which shook us. up at gum. - A

- Theré was promiscuous ﬁghtmg in many places this day. Supports were__"_:' S

* sent as. required. German steam pinnace fired ‘on. from disused mud fort ~ .

© below Mrlrtary College grounds and run ashore by crew ‘owing to damage to-._*-"_ Lo T
'Plpes or boiler. She- was run ashore on Allred side of river. . © 0

o ~ Barricades were put up in various places ata few street. ends along part of . - o

. Bund and round hospital: Few of any real service; but it. kept some people._:_'_-'._._:_' o

o employed and out of mrschlef Mt james Watts of the Volunteers rode outr__-_:_
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o about 9 30 pm accornpanred by. three Cossacks, to commumcate with Taku

' '_'He cartied no despatches for British. The ride was accomplrshed Tt was a"; o

- gallant piece of work ‘but as a.‘matter of fact, drd not_hasten the rein-.

forcements onie mimite, tior save one life in Tientsin. Much exaggeratxon as
regards this tide has been. shown. I, personally, never spoke to, Of to my'_"'- -
o knowledge saw. Mr] ‘Watts until after ‘Admiral Seymour s return (thishy

the way). The letrer T sent by Spray on 18th was given by the blue jackets
" who ‘went. Spray had. been grounded by [the} pilot before’ reachmg her
- destmatlon, and the party. proceeded overland Some Chlnese were: arrested;.=_f'

in the Settlements. : : : S )
_ Sklrrmshes, exchange of arnllery ﬁre, and false reporrs and alarms con— :
tmue : SRR '

]zme 20 1 900 Wednesday : o
A search for atms produced some results Cossacks went out south and had a

o ‘brush with enemy.

. Bombardment heavner in afternoon, mote Chmese guns in posrtron Usual S
o small attacks, and also the usual false alarms. '

_ Two Chinese found ‘with Boxer proclamatrons .Were shot Much mls-_-__
fePfeseﬂtauOn about this later, owing to a correspondent s bad or careless SR
o wiiting, apparently. The Shanghai papess published,. ‘and others followed

- suit, that “Two women, found with Boxer documents, were shot by the_'--'
- British’, or “The women etc.” — probably careless writing on the part-of the

'Correspondent and Two men’ may have been misread and turned into “The .

'wrote a- pamphlet T1ent51n Besreged and After the Slege

“women’etc, I have reason to believe the correspondent IS the same who
10

5 whrch is' i

“. crammed with i inaccuracies and idlée rurmours’ from cover to cover' The report L

- annoyed me as I'was: the “British Authonty alluded to;

- ASi Brancisco papet Sllbsequently published an ‘interview’ ‘with one. of e
' thie ‘Besieged’ in "Tientsin, in which the besreged one states that he ‘shot 6

o or57 Boxers from the roof of the Wool Mills'* durmg a fortrught ‘The mﬂls R & IR

B _were bumt out and no. roof left ~ 4 days after bombardment cornmenced

june 21 1 900 szzr.rdzzy SRR ' T
';. ‘A heavy bombardment Having only the abommable 9- pounder ML field

* 'gun and 16-pounder QF available, can do llttle to annoy or silence guns in. :
.. Native City. The black powder smoke gives away  the 9- pounder, and'its

- range is poor. The 6- pounder QF is useful in scattering parties of Chinese: o, |

~~ the westward. The Wool Mills were set on fire by shell, and burnt out. This”

. '_-deprrved us of an excellent signal station, as only the walls of the tower were .

- left, all stairs and’ msrde destroyed One Chmese 1dent1ﬁed by Belgrans from B

'-Paotrng Fu shot
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Dtstant puffs of smoke observed to the southeastward Also ﬁtlng to __ N

: northwest Shellmg all day w1th an mtetval of quret in aftetnoon

jzme 22 1 900 Fwdczy

- Mr Chang Yeli Mao and dttector Tong arrested (?) (thexr llves were not safe-_': 2
o in Settlements) o : BRI
. A'large body. of troops appatently all atmecl obsetvecl to. be advancmg' o
frorn Tongku direction. They were distant, ancl ‘were seen ftom Gordon B
" Tower. Heavy. firmg again heard in northwest. A cousier; sént out by .
B Russrans returned stating that Admiral Seymour s column ‘was at Pertsang, e
. w1th ‘many:sick and wounded; surrounded by Chmese T
A shell-entered the hospital, luckily without explodmg It struck the wall' o
" ._behlnd Lieutenant Stltlmg and covered sevetal patients, with debns, mortar -

o etc. from wall ‘More shellmg, and appatently more guns ‘mounted. Ptobably -

'Imperral troops becoming: available to man them, We. subsequently learned T

L ‘that on this day the Admiral’s column captured Hsr ku arsenal or armoury,-'.f'_;._ o

R occupymg it with main body in afternoon. . R
' In evenmg (dark) 100 Marines under Captams D01g ancl I—I Lloyd macle' e
- an attempt to get to Ttentsm, but soon got into: conflict wrth Chmese, lost-_ Sk
- several, .and were forced. to_return. Courier from Pekmg arrived, havmg- D
' .'_"started on 19¢h, bringing news that-all Europeans had been orclered to leave._ L

B wrthm 24 houts Observed puffs of smoke and : signs | of an engagement going -

" on some mtles away in Taku direction, Too far off to. allow ‘of sounds being - -

T _ heard, This was evidently the engagement in which the US Marmes and“f SRR

- -_Russrans coming from Taku were repulsed and. checked

- " -Knowing the position of the Admiral and: party, {1} made arrangements:::_ : S :
L “to despatch a column to his relief, as soon as possible. . ' e

Search llght obsetved to southeast durlng nrght (around 9 pm)

]zme 23 1900 Samrday ._ - ' L S
Captam Beyts RMA, HMS: Cefzmrzan, in Aclrmral Seyrnout s force wis kllled-

- at Shiku: [Hsi- ku “Armoury} in- early mornmg In. aftetnoon, “the force__f_’_:

. "_'-::_.._mounted some guns and retaltatecl on. Chmese by ﬁrmg on, them wrth goocl"‘? B
"-_-effect S - : L S S
- Some shellrng and smpmg early, also a fight near rallway statlon A fanner .

' got through from Admiral Seymours column.. Preparatrons made for the’ -
-f__"dispatch after dark of a.column to join Admiral’s force. As many as possible T
. were to be sent, leavmg Tientsin rather shorthanded but it was unperatweil-_ e
U to help the detached column and risks must be taken at times, Rules won't -

- always do. However, the arrival of the looked-for remforcements from Taku

" changed the: aspect. of - affa.tts The British and. Americans came ‘into. the
_'!Settlements and settled into quartets at once Plenty of offets of godowns IR
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ancl varlous accoznmoclanon The day of Claims ancl Compensatlons hacl o

~ .not yet set in. It was a case of ‘placed at yout disposal’,

A small force of Germans from Kiaotchao'? specially sent to serve there S

" The Russians and Germans camped out north of Pei Yang Arsenal, between
it and Military College compound

.~ General Stessel (or Stossel) “'Was.in cornmancl of Russmns I recewed news
: from- Colonel de Wozack that ‘the General: would not hear of a column .
~ being sent out that night. I presume he and his force were pretty. tired from .
 their march and fighting. Endeavoured to get our original plan cartied out, .
and column already told off, started, but was told (with, 1 believe, the sincere
'regret of Colonel de Wozack) that the General was in command, and no.

Russian troops could now move without his orders. This effectively stopped

" any move that day or night, and I determined to move over to see the - *
- Russian General myself, eatly next' morning, Evening spent shakmg downj'_"
- .newcomers, more of whom kept dropping in. Much of their gear had been: .
©lefe at fthe} railhead, the lme bemg usable for a certam chstance thls 51de of e

.‘ ) Tongku A

jzz?ze. 24, I 900 — Sunday ..

Rode to Russian Camp and had a very satisfactory interview with the Russian - _
" General. (He had evidently rested, and was most courteous, as he continued - f
‘to be to ine personally, all the subsequent time while in company) Made -

_ satlsfactory plans, the General promising 1000 men and two,. guns, also if

. ‘hiecessary o advisable, @ demonstration of his. force in ‘suppore of relief
~ column. As Russians were supplying by far the largest force, nearly one half .

-~ of whole column, I agreecl that no ofﬁcer senior to Col. Shmnsky should. be
“sent by us from settlements. Sorry, but it seemed only fair and courteous.
Arranged for rendezvous, and for starting our force at about midnight.

" Details of reinforcements from  Taku kept arriving, mcluclmg one 12- o
. pouncler gun from Tervible, about thée most welcome’ addition we could have -
*had, as our abominable 9—pounder ML field pieces ‘gave away’ their position ~ . b
© every.round, w1th the thick smoke from the black powder, had very poor . - - ao
. range, and were just as heavy as the- ‘new 12—pounder field guns. The ship’s - |
" 12-pounder a most effective weapon, and the crew, from South African- -

experience, {were} thoroughly acquainted with its capabilities. The dragging

of the gun during the last part of its progress had been very trymg, but 1t5_ -
- safe arrival was well worth the work. L T
The Settlement part of [the} Aclmu‘al S- rellef colurnn was made up o
about 900 strong, all natiohs. Commanders Cradock and: Beatty went with -
it, the latter suffering from two severe bullet wounds, through left arm-and- -
. wrist, received on the 18th; They started before mldmght and fell in-on " 'ﬁ .
- opposite bank of river, just alongside wall. of the Military College compound

R PR T o o e
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The bndge of sampans and planks was not: very Stable and two of threc L

- ponies slipped and fell into the river, or into the sampans or small junks,
The guide, the Consular Constable, named Brown (who turned out a

' ttgulat bad lot subsequently, a lootet, thief, and suspected murderer) led the . .

column astray in two minutes, He soon after returned, and found his way to.-
- me full of complaints about his having., been abuscd! He got no comfort.

" Having seen column off, I returned with Captain Shimamura, the Japa-.
“ . nese CO. An excellent mar, always cool; perfectly calm and collected, and

apparently ‘without a care, ‘and qmte ‘bappy. He also was unable to .-
: attompany [hlb] column Rank again. bom_et_xn}_es it has drawl)acks

_]mze 25 1900 Mandozy : : : .
At dayllght a party with water, carts etc.. and gear for: the wounded Was_ :

_ ~started from settlements to join up with relief colunn, Led by guides!! Who o

“knew every foot of the country’, of course. As usual, they failed to connect; so
we hdd the mortification of seeing them  all back’ shortly. They had met
 ‘hundreds of Boxers’ of course! And failed to hit ol a column of men nearly.
12000 strong, passing: within 5 miles! Such are, gmdts who know every foor of

' the country, shot over it, etc., etcll ' -
. "The City. indulged in some shelllng, directed both on rehef column and on -
. settlements.. Ilaving heard that the Hai Kwan Su or Western Arsenal was -

" full of small arms ammunition, and probably other ‘munitions of war,. -
" - determined to shell the place with the Terrible’s 1?4pounder (In fact, being -

~ debarred from Relief Column [T} wanted a job and temper not pleasant il

.One was got. ) Mlght as well blow up or burn the ammunition where it was, .. o
*+as let the Chinese have it to annoy us. T hey hada dedl too much ammumt;on_ L
L omsit was, apparently And any occupation of cheir attention would ease the
- trouble in' Admiral’s direction. Took 12-pounder out by Wool Mills — and

belote long had the Hai Kwan Su in a blaze. Mr. [George] Gipps mid--
:'___'slupman with a 6- pounder gun on mud wall assisted, and planted several

- shells through the roof most effectwely As 12-pounder ammupition was not )
. unlimited, having. t.llOl'OlJ.é,hl.y set fire to Assenal, retired the gun into Set-.

- tltment ready for another move in a touple of hours, aga.mst the Clty 1tsel[
o its. guns if able to. locate them. : : '

© NB. Various merchants solemnly protested to the Btltlsl’l (,onsul urgm;;,_ =

- him to represent to me that any bombardment of City would do an imimense: .-

- injury to their trade, as numerous undelivered cargoes. of goods (paid for, 1.

- u“defsmﬂd) were in canal and river, along51de banlts As if consxderauons of - o
. “trade should be allowed to weigh against the urgent state of things then .~
- _-"'prevatlmg and the. safe recurn of Admlral $ Column Such is. dollar—gnndlng,-

and its effect on the ‘business mind’. -
Ihe 12 pounder was platecl on bank of rwer at Lnd of Taku Road (ab()ut) .




in the French Concessron The ad}acent h0uses hacl been deserted and were o o i
 shelled* and much injured. On opposite ‘bank of river were huge heaps,-_

o mounds, of merchandise, salt etc., quité ‘hiding the Native City from any one

_ “ori.the ground but by getting on the roof of 4 house, a good view ‘was
e obtamable, and the ingenuity of Mr erght (gunner, Tem&le) and hrs crew

soon fixed up guides for : aiming, instructions and: directions, also reports of
result of each shot being given. from hOuse roofs, After a few founds, ‘at
" Viceroy's yamm etc. had been fired, by great good fortune I happened to see

the flash of a gun in City, which gun had just opened on our position. The =~ {

state.of the atrnosphere suddenly changéd, and became dark, }ust permitting - .
the flash to'show. We had tried for three days to locate these guns. The gun

- was’ brought to bear in their dxrectron, and through the’ skillful. adjustment of S I

- the gwdmg bamboo and attached mark (a white bag!) in about 20 minates .0 f

the two guns and the wall (battlement) on Wh1ch they stood were ina heap e

- :'of rubbish.

‘Some Chinese Regu'nent off icers who were on the roof of- house from PR

C .whlch I'spotted the Chinese guns, and directed ours, remarked that they had =

e growled enough at the 12-pounder gun,in’ draggmg it up, but they were

. well repaid for the trouble Note: Some fires were started in the Crty by the_

o ~12-pounder also.

- The settlements had a ql.llet nrght and the columns commg in_next

e 'mommg weére not shelled A very satisfactory day's. wotk, due to’ the Ter- - -
'- ‘._'__-rzbfe s 12—pounder Arsenal and its contents destroyed. and ‘the guns dis- -

L mounted g1v1ng rest to the Settlement and a quret march in to the Admlral s

. column. o - : |
 Mr Detrmg, afterwards Actmg Commlssmner of Custorns has put on-
S recorcl in his official report, that the Admiral’s column was not fired on,
o _owrng to the action of certain ‘humane’ Chmese, who besought the cheroy
" not to fire on it! Well, that is his idea, or it suits him to say so, as he always -

L ~ has mtngued all his ife with the Chinese, but 1 think the above account - .

- - supplies the more probable reason for the sdence of the guns' Take your [
_..ch01ce _ o : e .

B '-dug out’ of the debns and remounted

]zme 26 1900 szd;zy

“In 48 hours or'so. the shellmg began from them agarn they havmg been-_ C

After a mght free from. shellmg, thanks to the damage done to the heavy RRT

- guns of the. enemy. the evening before, we had the satisfaction of receiving

“Admiral Seymour’s coliinn, with its many wounded: I met {the} Admiral at - - . '_ .
. [the} Rarlway Station. All stretchers and- r1ckshaws we could muster were-

* brotighe to ‘help wounded in, and the whole force was shaken down, housed, .'

o . etc.as qulckly as’ possrble The Adrmral ﬁrst went to [the] Consulate, and : o
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‘was: glad to get htmself a blt more. comfortable in my room., I hunted up’ a'_'- B
house for htm As usual; it was most kindly ‘placed at hlS dlsposal bythe

then tenant, but nevertheless the owner subsequently sent in a heavy bill for
rent! Also claimed it for several weeks, but the Admiral only used it up to

~ 11th July, on which date he returned to the Cemturion at Taku Bar. _; L
. Col ARF. Dorward RE, 17 havmg been appomted Brxgachet Genera.l to
.'command the troops then in North Chma arrived. The troops consisted of o

- some’ RA (HK and. Smgapore battery), part of RW' Fusiliers, - part of st SRR
- Chinese. Regiment (Wei Hai Wei), part of Hong Kong Reglment The Navy"-;_ o
- then present were about 1400 strong, but scon began to diminish, as many . -

men were sent back to ships, and [the} sick, such wounded as could be

moved etc. were graduaiiy sent down river,

Admiral appointed me {(Capt. Bayly) Chief of Staff to: htmself as of his-

staff, and to command specially all the Ttentsm Defence force, retaifling the

_ 3ofﬁcers who had been serving with me. Captam Burke dtrected to command_ o
" “Field Force’ consisting of the rest, which Admiral told me I wasto'drawon =~ ..
* 1o an extent I might require. 12-pounder gun was lent across river to. pltch_'..' e

" some shell into Pei. Yang Arsenal from 2 spot juist clea.t of Russian Camp, - .

close by rallwav line.

]xme 27 1 900 Wednarday

" Admiral mspected hospttals, barracks etc., Adrmral Alexeleff expected L
 “Russians and. Germans from Camp across river attacked Pei Yang Arsepal.
R -'._}Apparently found ]ob rather harder than they expected Sent over to us for - e
. reinforcements, ‘supports’. Brigadier did not send any troops. Admiral saidl -
“was to send what force I could. Sént about 700 bluejackets and Marines, the =