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ETCHINGS
137

THE CONQUESTS OF THE QIANLONG EMPEROR: FOURTEEN PLATES
AFTER PAINTINGS BY CASTIGLIONE ET.AL., 1765-6

Etchings, 1769-74, from the set commemorating the Emperor’s military victories, including dramatic
battle scenes i_n mountainous landscapes and on riverbanks, attacks on Illilit;lr)" encampments, and
ceremonies of surrender in the field and in the Impenal Palace, each with attributions to ;mi.s‘; and
engraver, some with tears and edges restored; including separate numbered descriptive |1Bc]s in
French . 5

averaging 567 x 937mm. (14)

The onginal set of sixteen etchings was commissioned by the Qianlong Emperor on July 13, 1765 for th

Central Hall of the Imperial Palace in Betjing. The rcsldcnt._]csmt Srtists Jc‘.m-l)mi\‘ X ittt X S'):h ﬁ: t‘e
and Jean Damascéne, under the direction of Giuseppe Castiglone, “l"_.n_. instricted [: X gn.ltmsh lLd - ,:-m h
which were subsequently sent to Paris, where the etchings were executed by (‘h‘l[‘lt‘ﬁ-lN} Tl‘{‘"‘zt t}“ m“:inﬁ?‘
assistants at the Académie Royale at the Court of Louis XVI. This Cnl!lmis;lm; ;‘. 1 ‘1_““1"1{\ 'T’ mf;m s
importance, as it potentially offered France a means of leaving a favourable im bressi ,:]“T.':;‘ l“f éc “‘“t““’i;
thus gaining advantages in view of commerce and missionary work, over the ll)ut ‘It l’“l 1 tu. . m};tEl'Or ];‘“;1
The Emperor had commussioned a hundred copies only; howerey. 4 et i - l't._m_[fl‘ltm““ S S 1sh.
hundred copies in China, an edition of 200 copies was ‘Jl'tll.t]])' prn‘ucd ol e . _\'ll &‘ r'f_‘l:'m_ of at least one
were distributed on two ships in lots of 100 impressions each, and I‘L'lll;llcti m‘(u.‘l't bt n\l of _l““ at sea they
entire edition was received in China by 1775 for which the Compagnie Francaise ;1:1.1] Inl t ey :‘l“l‘“w'm- Th"
the sum of 240,000 livres. Only a very limited number of extra copies \;]"‘:_t "“1 ndes m Canton was paid
ministers and some members of the court and the greatest precaution was ;:k}c::”[tl:‘ o e P

the engravers or printers to ensure exclusivity to the Chinese Emperor at no copies remained with

Michéle Pirazzoli-t'Serstevens has documented the set in
I'Emperer de Chine K'ten-long au Musée Guimet, 1
which are included in this lot

969, Fir. a lnunmgr.lph entitled Gravures des Congquétes de
. numbers and transcriptions are recorded on the labels

/.35,000-40,000
. US$58,000-65,000
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