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30 AN ALBUM OF TWENTY-TWO ENGRAVINGS BY HELMAN AFTER CASTIGLIONE,

SICHELBARTH, ATTIRET AND DAMASCENE '
QING DYNASTY, 18th ct. Comprising twenty-two engravings: the first sixteen engravings
commissioned to commemorate the Emperor Qianlong’s victory in Central Asia (17 o2E 9),
including scenes of battlefields, sieges and encampments, mostly set in rugged mountamor._ts
terrain, as well as victory banquets; one of a ploughing scene; one of a ceremonial procession;
and the last four commemorating ancestral rituals - The first sixteen scenes are capper—p{ate
reproductions from an original set produced to commemorate Emperor Qianlong's victorious
campaigns between 1755 and 1759 in Central Asia, present-day Xinjang. T he originals comprise
sixteen drawings, commissioned by Qianlong in 1765, were undertaken by the Jesuit missionaries
at court, including Giuseppe Castiglione (1688-1766), Jean-Denis Attiret (1702-1768), Ignace
Sichelbarth (1708-1780) and Jean Damascene (d. 1781).The drafts were sent to Paris to be
engraved under the direction of Charles-Nicolas Cochin of the Academie Royal at the Court of
Louis XVI. The sixteen battle scenes were sent to Europe in 1765 and arrived in France in the
autumn of 1766. Castiglione and Attiret died before the Emperor Qianlong received the
engravings when the whole set was completed in 1775. The original commissioned quantity had
been for a total of one hundred copies of the set but in fact, two hundred were printed to ensure
the safe receipt of the commissioned amount. A small number was reserved for the French king,
his ministers and court officials. It is known that a set of eighteen pages inscribed with Chinese
text accompanying these same scenes were produced in woodblock print, of. Zhu Jiajin, Qingdai
Gongting Banhua, Wenwu chubanshe, p. 290. - The scene of the Ploughing Ceremony was among
Isidore-Stanislas Hellman's engravings of 1786. A larger example of this print in the Musée
Guimet, Paris, was included in the exhibition, From Beijing to Versailles, an illustrated in the
Catalogue, no. 95. The triptych, Ordinary Procession of the Emperor of China when he visits the
City of Beijing, from the same collection, is illustrated ibid., no. 96. The image is from an original
scroll painting commissioned by the Chinese minister Lai Du to commemorate the procession of
Emperor Kangxi's sixtieth birthday.
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